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‘THE NEW MOVEMENT IN 
THE WEST. 


HE movement started among the re- 
tail druggists of the West to form 
an organization which shall have 

for its object the furtherance of the com- 
mercial interests of its members, seems 
to be assuming definite shape. As will 
be noted in our news columns, a call ‘or 
a delegate convention to meet simultan- 
eously with the National Wholesale Drug- 
gists’ Association and the  Proprie- 
tary Association of America has been 
issued by the Chicago Retail Druggists’ 
Association, and the meeting will take 
place in St. Louis, on October 17th. All 
the signs point to a schism in the ranks 
of the American Pharmaceutical Associa- 
tion, for the movement is nothing if not 
an expression of a lack of confidence in 
that association. Whether this be a result 
of the constant effort on the part of 
men prominent in the affairs of the A. 
Ph. A. to belittle the work of the com- 
mercial section of that body, it is not 
for us to say. The fact remains, however, 
and it has been commented upon over 
and over again in the meetings of both 
State and County organizations of re- 
tail druggists, that the American Pharma- 
ceutical Association has never proved a 
bulwark of strength for retail druggists 
when their commercial interests have 
been assailed. The American Pharma- 
ceutical Association meets in forty-sixth 
annual convention at Baltimore, Md., on 
August 29th, and it will be interesting 
to learn what it proposes to do in the 
present emergency. Will it concede the 
necessity for an independent national or- 
ganization of retail druggists which shall 
concern itself solely with the business 
problems confronting the trade? Or will 
it resolve to take a more active interest 
in the business affairs of its members, 
and see to it that their commercial wel- 
fare shall find equal attention at its hands 
with the subjects pertaining to the science 
of pharmacy? This is a question which 
deserves, and should receive, the highest 
consideration from the American Pharma- 
ceutical Association. 





THE SHAME OF IT. 





HE stream of vilification continues 
to flow without interruption from 
the headquarters of the labor agita- 

tors who are seeking to connect them- 
selves with organized pharmacy in New 
York. As will be seen from the articles 
reproduced elsewhere in this number 
from contemporary journals, the drug- 
gists of this city are being held up to the 
public as slave drivers and criminals who 
are responsible for deaths among their 
employees by suicide or overwork. The 
shame and disgrace of it all is felt very 
keenly among pharmacists, who fear that 
the highly-colored reading notices issued 
by the paid press agent of the “Drug- 
gists’ League for Shorter Hours” will 
be read and believed in by their custom- 
ers. While the great bulk of the pharma- 
cists, clerks and proprietors, of this city 
are fully aware of the character of the 
men engaged in this agitation and the 
means which they employ to spread their 
propaganda, it is unfortunately true that 
the newspaper press is not so. well 
informed, and this ignorance is shared 
by a number of men and women 
in public life who have  coun- 
tenanced the movement to the extent 
of having it endorsed by several of the 
social and political organizations with 
which they happened to be connected. It 
thus happens that while not a single phar- 
maceutical association in either the city 
or State is in sympathy with the doings of 
such a self-constituted organization as 
the “Druggists’ League for Shorter 
Hours,” a certain number of ministers of 
the gospel, women reformers and social 
science lecturers have not hesitated to 
lend their aid to the busy press agent, 
whose living is dependent upon the suc- 
cess of the agitation. It is surely time 
that the newspapers and the public should 
be aware of the perniciousness of these 
efforts of outside parties to reform (?) 
the profession of pharmacy. No trade 
or profession has done more in the past 
to secure the safety of the public in the 
transaction of business than the pharma~ 
cists in theirs, and in all the history of 
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pharmacy, it has never been shown that 
help in the safeguarding of the public in- 
terests was ever solicited or looked for 
from professional labor agitators. 

The officers of the ‘“League’”—the 
“League” has officers, some of whom art 
drug clerks—persistently decline to give 
out any list of members. Early last year 
a membership of 30,000 was claimed for 
it by one of the paid advertising agents 
of the “League,” who was hired to solicit 
advertising from manufacturing pharma- 
cists, but, like the present eminent secre- 
tary, many of his statements lacked sub- 
stantiation or were repudiated by the two 
druggists who were at that time connect- 
ed with the organization. To a repre- 
sentative of this journal he justified his 
claim of a membership of 30,000 with the 
statement that he “believed thirty thou- 
sand druggists and drug clerks were in 
sympathy with it.” For an organization 
that has so much sympathy, the number 
of demands made upon our space and that 
of other drug journals for articles com- 
mending the “League” is surprisingly 
small. We have had one letter in praise 
of the movement from the proprietor of a 
pharmacy doing business in far away 
lower California, but of any signs of 
sympathy with the movement here, we 
have seen none except in the proceedings 
of such labor union organizations as the 
Magnolia Association of Bartenders, the 
Liberty Dawn Hack Drivers’ Association, 
the Women’s Economic Association and 
certain clergymen, who are heard from on 
all occasions when there is an opportun- 
ity to shine in the daily newspapers. We 
refer here, of course, more particulariy 
to the professional type of public speak- 
ers without intending any disrespect for 
well-meaning ministers of the gospel who 
have, through ignorance of the real char- 
acter of the movement, been led into en- 
dorsing it publicly. 

If there is any demand for a curtailment 
of the working hours of drug clerks, the 
drug clerks have the remedy at hand. 
We have here in Greater New York sev- 
eral active pharmaceutical organizations, 
the membership of which is composed of 


both proprietors and clerks, and if legis- 
lation be deemed the best remedy, legis- 
lation through the means of an appeal to 
these associations can be obtained. But 
no such demand has ever found expres- 
sion from men entitled to recognition as 
pharmacists, and the impertinence of the 
present movement engineered solely from 
the outside by a man who has made a 
business of legislating for different occu- 
pations and trades, is resented deeply by 
pharmacists generally. The few men for- 
merly connected with pharmaceutical as- 
sociations in this city, whose names ap- 
pear on the letter heads of the “League” 
should be made to feel their position, and 
ostracism of the kind that would exclude 
them from attendance at meetings of re- 
putable pharmacists is the least punish- 
ment that should be meted out to them 
until such time as they come out of the 
labor union fold. 


THE PRACTICAL UTILITY OF 
RESEARCH. 





HE man of business, whether a mer- 
chant, a manufacturer or a retailer, 
is prone to look with disdain upon 

the student of pure science. If a phar- 
macist, he will be familiar with the names 
of Remington, of Hager, and of Attfield, 
but will know little and care less for 
Fischer, Liebermann, Schmidt, Remsen 
and Wallach. The business world is 
prone to measure a man by his achieve- 
ments and to measure his achievements 
by their money-making value. It is the 
man who puts discoveries into practical 
form who receives the honor, while the 
general public is apt to overlook and un- 
derrate the work of hundreds of toilers 
in the field of pure science, upon the re- 
sults of whose investigations the utilitar- 
ian aspect of the discovery is really based. 
We do not mean to imply that the man 
who puts some new discovery into a 
shape which will make it of practical 
value to the community should receive 
less honor, but ratLer that the workers 
who work in the field of pure science 
should receive more. 

These days of synthesis, when every 
month brings to light some new and val- 
uable synthetical product, have led phar- 
macists to appreciate more fully the value 
of the abstruse studies which have laid 
the foundation upon which are now being 
erected structures of utility in every de- 
partment of chemical technics. The re- 
searches of Wallach, Merzinski and 
others into the composition of essential 
oils, while without immediate commer- 
cial results, have laid the foundation for 
a wholly different treatment of the ques- 
tion of essences, flavors, etc., and upon 
these researches is now being built up a 
practically new industry in which the 
old rule of thumb methods have given 
way to the accurate application of meth- 
ods based upon purely scientific princi- 
ples. 

The years of study and research which 
the chemists of Germany have devoted 
to the coal tar derivatives have yielded an 
almost too abundant crop of substances 
built up on purely scientific lines. The 
various analgesics, hypnotics and antipy- 
retics derived from this rich field of study 
have been of such great practical value as 
to almost overshadow the work which 
has been done in other fields of pharma- 
ceutical science. But the toilers in these 
fields have not been idle. 

The brilliant studies of the constitution 
of the resins and secretions, published 
some years since by Tschirch, will, un- 
doubtedly, some day lead to results of 
immense practical value. His latest 


studies have been directed along a line 
which is not only of absorbing interest 
from a chemical standpoint, but is of the 








highest practical importance, as will be 
observed by reference to the abstract of 
his communication upon the significance 
of oxymethylanthraquinone in the organic 
purgatives, published elsewhere in this 
issue. As is pointed out by Tschirch, this. 
class of medicines is one of the widest 
application. So far the coal tar chemists 
have not touched upon this subject, but 
the results of Tschirch’s studies point out 
a field in which we may expect ere long 
to hear of many discoveries of immediate 
utility. 

But few bodies act in the human organ- 
ism by producing increased peristalsis 
without any accompanying untoward ac- 
tion. Tschirch has shown that some, at 
least, of the oxymethylanthraquinones 
have this property, as have emodin and 
chrysophanic acid. The researches ot 
Liebermann and O. Fischer show tha: 
emodin is a trioxymethylanthraquinone, 
but we have no clue as yet to the struc- 
tural formula of this body, and the possi- 
bilities in this direction are varied, since 
there are possible twenty-one isomeric 
modifications of dioxymethylanthraquin- 
one and fifteen isomeric modifications of 
trioxymethylanthraquinone. This ques- 
tion is of the most profound importance as 
bearing upon the possibility of the syn- 
thetic preparation of purgatives which 
will act by producing increased peri- 
stalsis through their physiological action 
upon the nerve endings of the intestinal 
tract. 

This work has already engaged: the at- 
tention of Dr. Oesterle, and we are in- 
formed by Tschirch that the fact has al- 
ready been established that a quinone 
nucleus combined with a hydroxyl mole- 
cule and fatty side chains may be con- 
sidered as the basic atomic combination 
producing purgation. This view of the 
subject is supported by the results of the 
studies of Anschutz and Mylius on pere- 
zon, obtained from pipizahoinic acid, 
which ‘is derived from the root of the 
perezia. This substance is undoubtedly 
an oxyquinone containing also a hydroxyl! 
group and fatty side chain. Tschirch 
suggests that the term “eccoprotico- 
phore” be applied to this group, just as 
“chromophore” has been applied by Witt 
to the basic group of the coloring mat- 
ters contained in coal tar products, and 
“fluorophore” has been applied to the 
group producing fluorescence and “alka- 
ioidophore” to the group theoretically 
producing the alkaloids. 

This work by Tschirch is undoubtedly 
one of the most important contributions, 
if not the most important, which has been 
made to pharmaceutical chemistry for 
many years and it should be a source of 
pride to the profession to know that it 
has been made by a pharmacist who is a 
teacher in a pharmaceutical school, while 
its immediate and wide-spread utility 
shows the value of original research. 
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Prize Essay. 


Brief, bright essays, on subjects of interest_to 
pharmacists, are invited for this department. For 
acceptable articles, ong, or short, the AMERICAN 
Drvuceist will give $5.00. 





THE MODEL PHARMACY. 


By F. C. WeseEr, Pu.G., 
Ambler, Pa. 


CCORDING to Remington, the art 
A of pharmacy is “the science which 
treats of medicinal substances; it 
comprehends not only a knowledge of 
medicines and the art of preparing and 
dispensing them, but also their identifica- 
tion, selection, preservation, combination 
and analysis.” : 

In Webster’s Dictionary pharmacy 1s 
defined as “the art or practice of prepar- 
ing, preserving and compounding sub- 
stances for the purpose of medicine. 

If the foregoing definitions are true 
ones of pharmacy—and we have no right 
to contradict the authorities quoted— 
where will we look for “the model phar- 
macy?” 

If we were to take our idea of a phar- 
macy from the numerous street car or 
newspaper advertisements of pharmacists, 
or from the every-day life in a drug store, 
we would ‘give the following definition: 
“A pharmacy is a store for the sale of 
patent medicines, crockery, bric-a-brac, 
holiday goods, stamps, etc., or a bureau 
of information on all subjects for the 
convenience of the general and traveling 
public.” 

The calling of pharmacy in the sense 
of the first definition is certainly a science, 
In the last one it is naught but a mere 
mercantile business, and it requires no 
more preparation to become a pharma- 
cist than to be a dry goods, grocery or 
general nm»erchandise clerk. 

The model pharmacy of to-day, the suc- 
cessful one, and the one which commands 
the respect of the medical profession and 
people of education, is not the “shop” 
where patent medicines are retailed for 
wholesale prices, quinine pills sold for 
25 cents per hundred, or where the win- 
dows, doors, show-cases and even the 
sidewalk in front of the store are full of 
signs, setting forth the virtues of the mul- 
titudes of preparations which are on the 
market for “the healing of the nations,” 
but the prescription pharmacy. 

The requirements for a successful pres- 
cription pharmacy are pure drugs, uni- 
form prices, the personal attention of the 
proprietor, careful and courteous clerks 
and a neat professional appearance of the 
store. 


Pure Drugs. 


By this we mean the best on the mar- 
ket, the best that money can buy. There 
will be a difference in the bills in a store 
when we buy, for example, English digi- 
talis leaves for 75 cents a pound, or Ger- 
man leaves at 15 cents. Muriate and car- 
bonate of ammonia C. P. at 49 
cents, or the same of medium 
quality at 12 cents per pound. Yet 
we feel the difference in prices pays the 
pharmacist. He can make it pay by call- 
ing the attention of physicians, in a cas- 
ual or specific way, to the superiority of 
this class of goods over the ordinary. 
His official preparations will be more 
efficient and therefore give better results 
in prescriptions. When these M. D.s 
have occasion to write a prescription in 
your vicinity they will undoubtedly in- 


struct their patients to have them com- 
pounded at your pharmacy, for their rep- 
utation as well as yours depends on the 
efficiency of their medicines. 


Personal Attention of the Proprietor. 
Too much cannot be said on this quali- 
fication. If they looked for the cause 
many men who have failed in business 
would find it was the neglect of this that 
first started them on the downward road. 


Clerks. 


The appearance and bearing of the 
clerks, as weil as the proprietor of a store, 
are looked into by the patrons of a pres- 
cription pharmacy. The clerk must be 
intelligent, courteous and pleasant to all, 
rich or poor, black or white, for at the 
end of the day when the amount of sales 
is counted the profits of one class can- 
not be told from the profits of the other. 
How are these accomplishments attained? 
In answer to this question we would say 
very much depends on the individual; a 
good primary education is necessary; 
then by careful study and attention to the 
requirements of your customers and by 
further fitting yourself for your profes- 
sion by a course in some school of phar- 
macy. The old-time “experience in a 
store” clerks are fast disappearing and 
their places are being filled by the mod- 
ern Ph.G., and it is well that this is the 
case, for a man can have many years of 
experience in a store and yet if he has not 
been trained to study the various drugs, 
as the college course teaches him to do, 
he will know very little of the structure, 
constituents or distinguishing character- 
istics of the various drugs, preparations 
and chemicals of our Pharmacopoeia and, 
therefore, be incompetent to distinguish 
between pure and adulterated drugs. 

The Appearance of the Store. 

This matter is perhaps too much over- 
looked by the pharmacist, and yet it has 
great Weight in the preference of a per- 
son for one store over another. Keep 
your store neat and clean, the counters, 
chairs, soda fountain and scales in the 
front of the store, and everything to cor- 
respond back of the counters and pres- 
cription desk. Do not be too elaborate 
in fixtures, shopware and counters, as it 
sometimes gives people the impression 
that they must help pay for these things 
by the prices asked for goods. Do not 
snend your time which might be used in 
manufacturing or cleaning in talking pol- 
itics and kindred subjects with a crowd 
in the store, for if there is any one thing 
aside from lack of prompt personal at- 
tention to business that is detrimental to a 
store it is this matter of “loafers.” As 
has been remarked by one who has had 
experience, “one lady’s trade is worth 
three men’s in a drug store,” and a lady 
does not care to, in fact, will not, trade 
in a store where “loafers” congregate. 

Professional bearing in a store is also 
necessary; make your own elixirs, tinc- 
tures, syrups and ointments; do not be 
second man. Bea pharmacist in the true 
sense and “prepare, preserve and com- 
pound your own substances for medicinal 
use.” In manufacturing these, display 
your products in the course of prepara- 
tion, let people see the methods of perco- 
lation, filtration, crystallization, etc., and 
they will come to the conclusion and 
rightly, that pharmacy is not merely 
knowledge to make a mixture of water 
and sugar or salt, but that it is a science 
and requires skill in the use and manipu- 
lation of these various pieces of mechan- 
ism which are required by our profession, 


SE 


Let us all think over these matters. If 
we are guilty of any of the faults or lack 
in any particular in our management, let 
us correct them and if we do we will 
surely be successful pharmacists and have 
in public opinion a model pharmacy. 


(Written for the American Druggist.) 


WAXY COLLODION AND 
GASOLINED TURPENTINE. 


By LYMAN F. KEBLER, PH.C., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Collodion. 


Competition in this article has been ex- 
tremely keen of late, and it is surprising 
to find consumers are supplied with an 
article of good quality at the ruling 
prices. The cry of the period is for 
“cheaper goods.” If A sells a good article 
for $1, B is anxious to supply the trade 
with something “just as good” for less. 
He makes his wants known and some 
manufacturer steps in to furnish the ma- 
terial. The most deplorable feature of it 
all is, that a chemist (?) is generally back 
of the transaction, directly or indirectly. 

Whatever may have been the initial 
stimulus for preparing a fraudulent col- 
lodion is of little moment—that the mar- 
ket is supplied with such an article is what 
concerns us most. 

Some time ago we received a_ small 
sample of collodion for examination. So 
small was the sample, indeed, that it was 
found quite impossible to ascertain the 
exact nature of the article from it. In 
odor, appearance and body the sample 
was good. The film did not appear to be 
abnormal, but on procuring a larger 
sample, the real nature of the substance 
was brought to light. The film at once 
proved to be abnormal, although the body 
and odor were good. On evaporating a 
small amount over a water-bath, the resi- 
due was found to be 28 per cent, while a 
normal collodion contains only 3 per cent 
of residue. And what was the nature of 
this residue? It had a spongy feeling, 
sweetish taste (glycerin), and, when held 
in a flame, burned with much sputtering. 
The sputtering was probably due to some 
retained water.. The odor of acrolein was 
very prominent. The residue was soluble 
in acetone, and in an ether-alcohol mix- 
ture. Insoluble in ether, alcohol, ben- 
zene and chloroform. The residue con- 
tained a waxy body and a little gun-cot- 
ton. 

On examining a portion of the distil- 
late from this collodion, it was found to 
contain ether, alcohol and acetone. 

On reporting the nature of the product, 
it was immediately returned to the mafu- 
facturer, who received his base stuff and 
paid the expenses without an audible 
murmur. 

Gasolined Turpentine. 

There are probably very few commodi- 
ties so frequently manipulated as turpen- 
tine. During some recent litigation in 
Philadelphia concerning adulterated tur- 
pentine, the statement was made that very 
few dealers handled pure turpentine. I 
have examined turpentine for a number 
of years, and have come across only two 
samples of adulterated oil. This would 
indicate that the charge was unfounded, 
since I have examined a large number of 
samples from various sources. 

The adulterants of turpentine are, as a 
rule, easily detected, except in the case of 
rosin spirit. Here some difficulty is ex- 
perienced. 

The sample in question came from a 
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dealer in Pennsylvania, who was buying 
it considerably below the current price. 
On examination it was found to be a mix- 
ture of turpentine and gasoline. This ac- 
counted for its cheapness. 

The analytical data were as follows: 
Specific gravity, 0.3806 at 15° C.; boiling 
point, the liquid began to come over at 
80° C., and when 100° was reached about 


25 per cent had passed over. The tem- 
perature continued to rise until 170° C. 
was reached. The fraction with the low 
boiling point had a specific gravity of 
about 0.7813 at 15° C. The solubility of 
the turpentine was normal. The residue, 
however, was excessive. This turpentine 
contained at least 25 per cent of a petrol- 
eum product, probably gasoline. 
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| Pharmaceutical Progress. 


New Remedies—Improved Processes—Modern Inventions—Wrinkles in 
Dispensing—Tests and Reactions. 























Haemanutrid.—This represents, in a 
liquid form, sanguino tablets, and is in- 
tended for patients who rebel against tak- 
ing tablets. The composition of the pre- 
paration is as follows: Haemoglobin, 70 
per cent; glycerin, 20 per cent, and cog- 
nac, 10 per cent. 


Phthisin.—This is a preparation ob- 
tained from the substance of the bron- 
chial gland and is recommended in all 
lung affections. It is made into tablets, 
each of which contains 0.25 Gm. of the 
remedy, and 0.5 Gm. of vanilla chocolate 
to make them palatable. 


Geoform and Kreoform are derivatives 
of guaiacol and creosote possessing 
neither odor nor taste. They are not caus- 
tic, nor irritant, and possess no poisonous 
properties whatever. Solution is readily 
effected in alcohol, ether, hot benzol and 
solution of potassa. 


Sanguino Tablets.—This remedy is 
employed in ailments resulting from a 
deficiency in quantity or quality of the 
blood, as anaema, scrofula, rhachites, 
etc. It is said to be the equivalent of five 
times its own volume of fresh blood. The 
tablets are palatable and no after effects 
are noticed. The dose for an adult is 2-4 
tablets three times daily one-quarter hour 
before meals. Children below 12 years 
of age are given one tablet two times a 
day. The tablets are a German inven- 
tion. 


Polyformin Solubile, or Di-Resorcin- 
Hexa-Methylene Tetramin. — (C,H,(O 
H).2):(CH:) «Ns is a combination of two 
molecules of resorcin with one molecule 
of hexa-methylene tetramin. It occurs in 
the form of handsome white crystals very 
soluble in water and alcohol, but insol- 
uble in ether, benzol or oils. The reac- 
tion must proceed in cold solutions, 
otherwise formaldehyde splits off and an 
insoluble product is obtained. Its ther- 
apeutic applications are externally in 
cases of skin diseases, and internally as 
an antiferment and diuretic. 


Polyformin (Insolubile).—This com- 
pound, which is employed as a substitute 
for iodoform, results when polyatomic 
phenols, or such as possess a condensed 
benzol-nucleus, are dissolved in formal- 
dehyde, adding subsequently an excess of 
ammonia without previously cooling the 


solution. The combinations so formed 
are insoluble and are rich in 
formaldehyde. They possess strong 
antiseptic properties. If resorcin 





be employed the resulting compound is 
odorless, of a yellow-brown color and 
amorphous. To this in particular the 
name polyformin is applied. 


Detection of Cottonseed Oil in Olive 
Oil_—A modification of Bechi’s method 
is employed by M. Tortelli and R. Rug- 
geri (Zeitschr. f. ang. Ch. 1898, p. 464). 
The oil to be examined is converted into 
a potassium soap and this further into a 
lead soap. The soaps formed by lead 
with the liquid fatty acids are separated 
from those of the solid fatty acids by 
treatment with ether, and in the etheral 
solution so obtained the lead soap is de- 
composed. The fatty acids liberated are 
then subjected to Bechi’s test. The 
method enables detection of an admixture 
of 1 per cent of cottonseed oil.—D. Chem. 
Ztg., 26, 1898. 

To Detect Acetanilid in Vanillin.— 
The comparatively wide range between 
the melting points of acetanilid (114 deg. 
C.) and vanillin (81 deg. C.) suggests 
that the presence of acetanilid in vanillin 
may easily be detected by observing the 
melting point of the sample. F. Dietz, 
however, points out (Phar. Cent., page 
485) that the melting points of mixtures 
are quite abnormal. Thus, vanillin and 
acetanilid, equal parts, began to melt at 
62.5 deg. C., and completely melted at 87- 
88 deg., V.3, A.2, 62.5 deg. and 86 deg.; 
V.7, A.3, 62 deg. and 75 deg.; V.4, A.1, 
62.5 deg. and 73.5 deg., and so on. It is 
therefore difficult to judge by the melting 
point the amount of acetanilid present. 


Native Sodium Carbonate.—P. Blake 
reports a deposit of native sodium car- 
bonate, covering an area of about 60 
acres, with a depth of from 30—90 Cm., 
located in the northern part of the State 
of Sonora, along the Gulf of California. 
It is described as resembling a mass of 
snow and ice. A large portion of the 
salt may be obtained, free from admix- 
tures of earthy impurities. Operations on 
a large scale, however, are not so success- 
ful, the product being contaminated by 
clay and fine sand. It is supposed that 
these have been carried and deposited 
here by wind storms. The layer is situ- 
ated at an elevation of about 9 ‘M. above 
the sea level. The removal of this salt to 
San Francisco, with a view of utilizing it, 
together with the crude Nevada boric 
acid, for the manufacture of borax, is 
contemplated. 


Action of Arsenuretted Hydrogen on 
Mercuric Chloride.—This reaction was 
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made the subject of investigation by Par- 
theil and Amort (Ber. d. d. Chem. Ges. 
1898, 31,594). As is known, when H;As 
is passed into a solution of mercuric 
chloride, a yellow precipitate at first re- 
sults, its composition being Soph. ey 
» HgCl.-|- H;As=:HCl-|-AsH(HgCl)z. 

continued introduction of gas causes the 
precipitate to assume a brown color, due 
to the formation of As(HgCl)s, and fin- 
ally a black compound results, its formula 
corresponding to As:Hg;: As(HgCl);-]- 
H;As=;HCl-|-AszHgs. If that part of 
the reaction which results in the forma- 
tion of the yellow and then brown preci- 
pitate is left out of consideration, an 
equation as follows: 2H:;As-|-sHgCl.= 
«HCl-|-As:Hgs, will express the final re- 
sult of the action of H;As or HgCh. 


Sodium Permanganate in Phos- 
phorus and Morphine Poisoning.—This 
salt is employed as a substitute for potas- 
sium permanganate in cases of phos- 
phorus and morphine poisoning. The 
action of both salts depends upon their 
oxidizing properties. Potassium perman- 
ganate can, however, only be given in 
very small doses, on account of the toxic 
effects resulting from its use. Experi- 
ments on animals show that the sodium 
salt can be exhibited in much larger dose 
without any untoward symptoms mani- 
festing themselves. In such cases a 0.2 per 
cent solution of sodium permanganate can 
be employed with safety and it is recom- 
mended that the patient’s stomach be 
thoroughly flushed with such a solution. 
At the close of the operation, about one- 
half liter of liquid is allowed to remain 
in the stomach.—E. Schreiber (Zentralbl. 
f. Inn. Med. 1898). 


Copying Without Pressure.—This is 
accomplished (Phar. Zeit.) by means of a 
copying ink recently prepared by An- 
quetil, a Frenchman. It is claimed that 
good. copies can be made, even when the 
paper which is to receive the imprint is 
perfectly dry, and when no pressure at 
all-is exerted. According to reports from 
the Berlin patent office, the necessary ink 
from this process is prepared as follows: 
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In place of the aniline blue other anil- 
ine colprs may be employed. After such 
color has been dissolved in a large excess 
of water, the mixture of glycerin and 
alum is added. A good copy may be ob- 
tained by placing the original manuscript 
between the leaves of a copying book and 
closing them without using any pressure 
whatsoever. 


Detection of Formaldehyde in Con- 
densed Milk.—The customary procedure 
for the detection of formaldehyde in milk, 
the formation of a blue zone at the line 
of contact between equal volumes of milk 
and sulphuric acid containing iron, is not 
available. The large quantity of cane 
sugar employed in the manufacture of 
condensed milk is the cause of the nega- 
tive results obtained. The following 
method gives satisfactory results. The 
milk is diluted with three times its vol- 
ume of water, and the casein removed by 
means of acetic acid. The clear liquid 
so obtained is subjected to distillation, 
the distillate containing any formaldehyde 
there may have been present. This is evi- 
denced by the violet coloration resulting 
upon addition of fuchsinsulphonic acid, 
or by reduction of an ammoniacal silver 
solution, or by conversion of the formal- 




















dehyde into hexamethylentetramin.—L, 
Van Itallie (Nederl. Zeitsch. f. Phar. 
Chem. u. Tox., May, 1898). 


Titration of Sodium Hyposulphite 
with Iodiec Acid.—This method is advo- 
cated by Riegler (Zeitschr. ang. Chem. 
(7) 6, 170). Its advantages are stated as 
follows: Iodic acid can readily be obtain- 
ed in a state of great purity, can be easily 
weighed, and its solutions can be kept a 
long time without change. The reactions 
may be represented by the following 
equations: 
6Na,S,0,+6HIO, = 3Na,$,0,+5NaI03+ 

NaI+3H,O 

Upon addition now of the slightest ex- 

cess, free iodine is liberated as follows: 

5NalI+6HIO, = 5Nal0,4+3H,0+314 
thus sharply defining the end reaction. 
Walker, who has subjected this method 
to a critical study has arrived at conclus- 
ions which make the availability of this 
method doubtful. He states that the re- 
action between sodium thiosulphate and 
iodic acid is quite uncertain, time, con- 
centration of solution and quantity of ma- 
terial used being important factors. The 
method is therefore condemned by him as 
non- practical.—A poth. Zeitung. 


Quantitative Estimation of Sugar by 
the Electrolytic Method.—The follow- 
ing process is carried out by J. For- 
manek (Apoth. Ztg., 55, 1898; Ztschr. f. 
unters. d. Nahr-u.-Genussm. 1898, p. 320). 
To 50 Cc. of Fehling’s solution contained 
in a beaker, a measured quantity of glu- 
cose solution is added. This mixture is 
kept at the boiling point for exactly three 
minutes, after which time 100 Cc. of cold 
water are added, and the whole filtered. 
A filtering medium of heavy Swedish 
filter paper, which has been previously 
prepared tor the operation by maceration 
in hydrochloric acid, and subsequent 
treatment with hydrofluoric acid, is sel- 
ected. The filters ordinarily employed in 
quantitative operation are not available, 
as they always retain traces of copper 
even after the most thorough washing. 
The copper suboxide is removed from the 
filter by means of warm dilute nitric acid 
sp. gr. 1.2, which is allowed to flow slow: 
ly from a pipette, taking care that the 
entire filter is moistened with it. The 
filtrate is collected in a tared platinum 
dish and ammonia water added until 
colored blue. Subsequently 20 Cc. of 
ammonia water, sp. gr. 0.960, and 20 Cc. 
of a 25 per cent solution of ammonium 
nitrate are added; these quantities will be 
required for amounts of copper up to 0.5 
Gms. The mixture is then diluted to 
measure 150 Cc. and subjected to the act- 
ion of a current of ND 2 amperes. As 
soon as the color is discharged from the 
solution the vessel is washed without in- 
terruption of current. After rinsing with 
distilled water and absolute alcohol, it is 
placed in a drying closet and subsequent- 
ly weighed. From the weight of copper 
thus ascertained, the per cent of sugar 1s 
found upon consulting a table arranged 
for this purpose. 


_ The Philippine Islands are rich in na- 
tive woods which are almost unknown 
to the rest of the world. There are said 
to be 382 tinctorial or coloring woods 
which give the entire series of colors or 
shades. Ebony of very fine grain also 
abounds, and the Magkano wood, which 
grows in Mindanao, is said to be abso- 
lutely immune from rot. 





THE IDEAL PURGATIVE. 


Oxymethylanthraquinone the Ac- 
tive Constituent of the Organic 
Purgatives. 








RESEARCH POINTS THE WAY FOR 
SYNTHESIS. 


Prof. Ad. Tschirch, of Bern, Switzer- 
land, whose researches into the chemical 
constitution of the resins shed an entirely 
new light upon the subject, has recently 
contributed to the “Berichte” of the 
German Pharmaceutical Society (viii., 
1898, Heft 6) a most important communi- 
cation upon the significance of the pres- 
ence of oxymethylanthraquinone in or- 
ganic purgatives. His studies are based 
upon the Borntraeger reaction of aloetin, 
according to which an ethereal extract of 
aloes and various other substances turns 
red upon the addition of ammonia. 

Tschirch has ascertained that the body 
which produces this reaction in aloes is 
emodin, that is, a trioxymethylanthraquin- 
one with the formula CisHi0Os. When 
prepared according to the directions of 
the author the substance forms orange- 
red needles, the spectrum of which is 
given in a table accompanying the orig- 
inal article. These needles melt at a tem- 
perature of 216 degrees C. Emodin is 
present only in those varieties of aloes 
which contain barbaloin or socaloin, but 
is not present in Natal aloes which con- 
tain nataolin. Cape aloes, however, 
which contain neither barbaloin nor so- 
caloin, is rich in emodin, although it does 
not respond to Klunge’s cupricaloin test. 
To free barbaloin from emodin the dry 
preparation is extracted with ether, which 
dissolves all the emodin and leaves the 
aloin undissolved. 


The Borntraeger Reaction as a Group Test. 


The Borntraeger reaction as applied by 
Tschirch is not characteristic of emodin 
alone. It is also obtained with chryso- 
phanic acid, morindon (obtained by hyd- 
rolysis from morindin, which is obtained 
from the bark of the root of morinda cit- 
rifolia and M. tinctoria), and with aloex- 
anthin, all of which bodies are oxymethyl- 
anthraquinones. Chrysophanic acid is a 
dioxymethylanthraquinone, emodin and 
morindon are tri- and aloexanthin is a 
tetra. oxymethylanthraquinone. The 
Borntraeger reaction, however, responds 
not only with these substances themsel- 
ves, but also with all those substances 
which form these bodies readily by de- 
composition, and for this reason the re- 
action is given with frangulin (decom- 
posed into emodin and rhamnose) with 
chrysophanic acid, chrysarobin and even 
with barbaloin free from emodin pro- 
vided a concentrated ammonia be used in 
applying the test. This reaction may 
therefore be looked upon as a group test 
for the oxymethylanthraquinones, just 
as the iron reaction is a group test for the 
tannins. Among the drugs which give 
this reaction, according to Tschirch, are 
various kinds of aloes and of rhubarb, 
rumex root, the bark of frangula, the bark 
of cascara sagrada, the bark and fruit of 
rhamnus catharticus, the leaves of senna, 
the bark of wood of morinda and par- 
melia parietina. 

These drugs also possess another pe- 
culiar quality. If the emodin be entirely 
removed from the liquid extract of aloes, 
which has been deprived of the resin and 
the barbaloin, and this liquid extract be 
boiled with diluted sulphuric acid an ad- 
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ditional quantity of emodin makes its ap- 
pearance. There must, therefore, be 
present some body aside from aloin and 
emodin which on hydrolysis (by treat- 
ment with sulphuric acid) yields emodin, 
or oxymethylanthraquinone. The same 
property is possessed by frangula, rhu- 
barb and senna. Whether the emodins 
derived from the several organic drugs 
and the chrysophanic acids are identical 
has not been definitely determined by 
Tschirch. They at least have different 
spectra. 


Characteristics of Pure Barbaloin. 


In order to study the constitution of 
barbaloin, Tschirch prepared it in the 
pure state. When entirely free from 
emodin, it occurs as a slightly yellowish 
crystalline powder containing three mole- 
cules of water of crystallization, and 
agrees with the formula assigned it by 
Groenwald, CicsHieO;. It is soluble in 
water, alcohol, acetone, phenol and sul- 
phuric acid, while it is insoluble in ben- 
zol, ether, petroleum ether and chloro- 
form. It is yellow in alkaline solution 
and red in hydrochloric acid solution, and 
in this respect is exactly the reverse of 
emodin. The anhydrous salt melts at 
about 147 degrees C. On hydrolysis with 
diluted sulphuric acid, and also with sod- 
ium bicarbonate, the aloin is decom- 
posed at a temperature of 130 degrees C. 
under a pressure of 50 atmospheres, with 
the separation of a black body having the 
formula C22HisOs, and termed by 
Tschirch alonigrin. 

The observation then made by the au- 
thor that the solution of aloes yielded ad- 
ditional quantities of oxymethylanthra- 
quinone on boiling with sulphuric acid 
gives rise to a question whether or not 
the oxymethylanthraquinone is really the 
active purgative agent in the drug. There 
have been but few observations made 
bearing on this question, but it is of in- 
terest to note that while barbaloin, soca- 
loin and capaloin are active purgatives, 

nataloin, which yields no oxymethylan- 
thraquinone, has no purgative action at all. 
The author has established the fact that 
the emodin from aloes has a drastic pur- 
gative action. Finally Tschirch concludes 
that the purgative action of this entire 
group of drugs is wholly due to the oxy- 
methylanthraquinone, either present in a 
free state or derived from the drug by 
hydrolization in the intestinal canal. 

In a later communication (Pharm. Post. 
xxxi., 293) Tschirch outlines the practical 
application of the knowledge gained by 
the studies above referred to. 


Classification of Purgatives. 


The author directs attention to the fact 
that the purgative is the oldest form of 
medicine, and that in the Greek language 
the terms, meaning to take medicine in- 
ternally and to take a purgative, were al- 
most identical, while the root-word, from 
which the word pharmacy is derived, or- 
iginally meant a purgative, while the 
pharmacy itself was a place w here purga- 
tives were prepared and sold. Recently 
the attention of the medical profession 
has been distracted from purgatives by 
the many new discoveries in other fields 
of medicines, but the practical utility of 
the purgatives is none the less apprec- 
iated. 

Purgatives are divided by the author 
into groups, the first of which act merely 
by diluting the faeces with the watery 
secretions which they induce in the intes- 
tines. To this class belong the saline 
laxatives, the inorganic salts, such as the 
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sulphates of magnesium and sodium, sod- 
ium chloride and the various waters con- 
taning them, such as Hunyadi Janos, Ep- 
som, etc. The action of these purgatives 
is excellent, for they act without locally 
irritating the intestinal tract. The var- 
jous sugars, tamarinds, and fruit pastes, 
belong also to this group. 

The second group is composed of med- 
icines which act mainly by lubricating the 
intestinal tract and to it belong the fats 
and soaps. 

The third class are termed by the au- 
thor the genuine purgatives in the more 
precise meaning of the word, and exert 
their purgative action by exciting the 
sensitive nerve-endings of the intestinal 
canal and thus by reflex action produce 
increased peristalsis. In some cases the 
same drug acts in two different ways, as 
castor oil acts both by lubrication and by 
irritation. 

Our author shuts out of consideration 
entirely that class of poisonous substances 
which incidentally act as purgatives by 
reason of their general irritating action 
on the mucous membrane. In this class 
he includes, jalap, colocynth, podophyl- 
lum and gamboge. 

In the group of specific purgatives are 
aloes, rhubarb, frangula, cascara, and 
senna. These form a natural group of 
purgatives, par excellence. 

Heretofore it has not been possible to 
show the chemical relation existing be- 
tween these five drugs. It has long been 
known, however, that the barks of fran- 
gula and of cascara, and the root of rhu- 
barb, contain emodin (a trioxymethylan- 
thraquinone). It has also been known 
that chrysophanic acid (a dioxymethylan- 
thraquinone) is present in rhubarb and 
senna, and is not entirely absent from 
frangula, but the relationship of these two 
bodies has not been heretofore fully 
cleared up. This has, however, been de- 
termined in the paper in the “Berichte,” 
an abstract of which is given above. 


The Oxymethylanthraquinone Reaction. 


The test devised by Borntraeger is 
modified slightly by Tschirch and ap- 
plied as follows: The substance under 
examination is exhausted by boiling with 
water, the decoction filtered, the filtrate 
shaken with benzol, the benzol drawn 
off, filtered and shaken out with 5 per cent 
ammonia. If an oxymethylanthraquinone 
(chrysophanic acid or emodin) or any 
substance which readily yields oxymethy- 
lanthraquinone (such as frangulin, chry- 
sophanic acid and chrysarobin) be pres- 
ent, the ammonia turns red and shows a 
broad absorption band between lambda= 
0.490 and lambda=0.580 mmm., the maxi- 
mum absorption of which lies about 
lambda=0.550 mmm., midway between 
Frauenhofer’s lines D and F. 

By means of this reaction the author, 
aided by Gullow Pedersen, has detected 
the presence of oxymethylanthraquinones 
in the following drugs: Aloes, Barbadoes, 
Curacao, Arabian and Cape, large quanti- 


ties; socotrine, light, less; Zanzibar and 
Moscha, very little; rhubarb, Chinese, 
large quantities; emodi, European 


(French Austrian and English), mona- 
chor; rumex obtusifolia L. R. Patientia; 
frangula (large quantities), cascara (large 
quantities), rhamnus_ cathartica, both 
bark and root; Alexandria senna (little) 
and Tinevelly senna (little). 

These are precisely the drugs which be- 
long to the group that purge without any 
undesirable irritation. But the reaction is 
not given by drugs belonging to the other 
group of purgative drugs, including pod- 
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ophyllum, jalap, agaric, tamarinds and 
gamboge. It is not yielded by Natal 
aloes, catechu, curcuma, crocus, galls, 
shellac, cinnamon, kamala and alkanet, 
some of which contain allied bodies and 
some of which have been stated in cur- 
rent literature to respond positively to the 
test. 

The author gives a very full report of 
his studies of the action of oxymethyl- 
anthraquinone under the influence of 
various solvents, the studies embracing 
the separation of this principle from rhu- 
barb, senna, aloes and frangula. 

The practical conclusion arrived at as 
the result of his study of these drugs is 
that the pill form is the best in which to 
administer them, and in some cases, as 
in that of aloes, for instance, the addi- 
tion of an alkali to the mass is of un- 
doubted advantage, although it is possi- 
ble that the alkalinity of the intestinal 
tract might be sufficient to produce the 
decomposition which results in the form- 
ation of oxymethylanthraquinone. It is 
also highly desirable to cover these pills 
with some coating, such as glutoid, so 
that they will not be absorbed by the 
stomach, but will pass almost to the end 
of the intestinal tract before being set free 
to come into direct contact with the walls 
of the intestine. Further, the author is 
convinced, on account of the lack of solu- 
bility of the active constituents, that the 
concentrated infusions of senna and of 
extract of rhubarb should not be substi- 
tuted for tinctures. 


A New Line of Galenical Preparations. 


The author also holds that it is possible 
on the basis of the information gained 
through his studies to make a decided 
advance in the matter of the preparation 
of the active galenicals from the drugs 
named. For this purpose he gives the 
following directions: 

Exhaust rhubarb, senna, frangula or 
cascara with a very diluted alkali, as am- 
monia, for instance, by percolation. This 
solvent dissolves out the glucosides pres- 
ent (such as chrysophan, cathartinic acid 
and frangulin) and also the oxymethyl- 
anthraquinones present (chrysophanic 
acid and emodin). Now precipitate the 
extract by the addition of hydrochloric 
acid, which will throw down all the bodies 
above referred to. Wash the dark brown 
precipitate, dry, and extract the almost 
black mass with alcohol or with a mix- 
ture of ether and alcohol. From this al- 
coholic solution the glucosides crystal- 
lize out together with the oxymethyl- 
anthraquinones. In practice, however, it 
is sufficient to evaporate the alcoholic 
solution to dryness. The brown powder 
obtained in this manner is an admirable 
purgative. If in treating frangula it is 
desired to retain pseudo-frangulin in so- 
lution, the precipitate should (according 
to Aweng) be only lightly dried. More- 
over, the precipitate obtained by the ad- 
dition of the hydrochloric acid to the al- 
kaline extract may itself be used, but this 
precipitate contains a number of sub- 
stances other than the active constituents. 
With frangula, for instance, the precipi- 
tate contains a considerable quantity of 
phlobaphene. 

The mixture of substances obtained by 
evaporation of the alcoholic solution, as 
in the above process, has been found by 
experiment to be a mild, very satisfactory 
and efficacious purgative, and the auth- 
or has proposed for the preparations the 
names: anthraglucorhein, anthragluco- 
sennin, anthraglucorhamin and anthraglu- 
cosagradin. Further studies of the action 





of these mixtures of principles are now 
being made by the author. 


POSOLOGICAL NOTES. 





A Scheme for Determining the 
Amount of Drug in Each Dose 
of Any Preparation of 
that Drug.* 

By JOHN E. GrorF, PH.G., 


Apothecary in the Rhode Island Hospital, 
Providence, R. I. 


Many of our young medical practition- 
ers find themselves handicapped at the 
very outset of their careers by ignorance 
of drugs and their preparations and the 
doses of them. To this ignorance more 
than to any other one thing may be at- 
tributed the extensive prescription of 
ready-made medicines in the form of 
elixirs, tablets, etc., which flood the mar- 
ket at the present day. 

It has been the writer’s pleasure to act 
as instructor in the particular branch of 
materia medica relating to the composi- 
tion and strength of the official prepara- 
tions and their doses, to classes of young 
medical graduates during their hospital 
training. He has long noticed that phy- 
sicians prescribe the various tinctures, 
fluid extracts, etc., without really know- 
ing just how much drug was represented 
by the amount of preparation prescribed. 
To illustrate: He knows three minims to 
be the dose of tincture of aconite root, 
but he does not generally know whether 
he may double or treble thz2 dose, because 
he does not know how much aconite root 
is represented by each minim of the tinc- 
ture; nor does he know of any general 
way to find out such facts. 

To overcome this difficulty the writer 
has devised the following rules, which, 
with the tables given, are easily memor- 
ized and will be found of immediate and 
every-day value. 

‘They have been in use for tive years by 
both pharmacists and physicians, and the 
best proof of their utility is shown by the 
eagerness with which they are received, 
the readiness with which they are ap- 
plied, and the continuance of their use. 

I divide the commonly used drugs into 
three classes: 

First, those given in doses of from } 
grain to 2 grains. They are aconite root, 
cochineal, cantharides, digitalis, opium, 
physostigma, and strophanthus. 

The drugs of the second class are given 
in doses of from 1 grain to 3 grains. They 
are aloes, belladonna, cannabis indica, 

capsicum, colocynth, conium, gamboge, 
geisemium, hyoscyamns, ipecac, | >belia, 
musk, nux vomica, pulsatilla, rhus toxi- 
codendron, sabina, squill, stramonium, 
tobacco, and veratrum. 

All the rest of the official vegetable 
drugs are given in doses of from 5 to 34) 
grains. 

Be it remembered that dose tables are 
founded upon experience, and the exper- 
ience of past years has had to do with im- 
properly cared for and consequently weak 
drugs, and the doses were made large. 
The doses given above have been care- 
fully collected from well-recognized 
sources, and are correct when applied to 
drugs answering the official requirements. 

The first list of drugs should be mem- 
orized; the second need not be, but it 
should be read over several times, that 
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the names in it may become sufficiently 
fixed in the mind to be recognized on oc- 
-casion, 

When a drug is to be used, one will 
recognize to which of the three classes it 
belongs, even though one does not have 
‘them at his tongue’s end. 

The following list of percentage 
‘strengths should be memorized: . 

The poisonous liquors are the arsenical 
diquors—Fowler’s and Donovan’s solu- 
tions and solution of arsenious acid. They 
.are all 1 per cent in strength. 

The fluid extracts with one exception 
care 100 per cent in strength. 

_ The tinctures—that is, the poisonous 
tinctures—vary in strength and are placed 
in classes: 

Camphorated tincture of opium, 4-10 
of 1 per cent. 

Tincture of nux vomica, 2 per cent of 
extract. (The extracts may be considered 
as four times the strength of the drug and 
the dose one-fourth as much.) 

Five-per-cent — tinctures—Cantgarides, 
sstrophanthus. 

_ Ten-per-cent tinctures—Opium, deodor- 
ized opium, ipecac and opium. 

Fifteen-per-cent tinctures—Belladonna, 
cannabis indica, colchicum seed, digitalis, 
gelsemium, hyoscyamus, physostigma, 
squill, stramonium. 

Thirty-five-per-cent tincture—Aconite 
Toot. 
hae aioe tincture—Veratrum vir- 
ide. 

All the fluid preparations of opium have 
been made 10 per cent, excepting pare- 
goric, the wine, and the vinegar. Also 
the powder of ipecac and opium. 

The only poisonous official infusion is 
that of digitalis, the strength of which is 
1} per cent. 

Among the wines we have antimony, 
4-10 per cent; colchicum seed, 15 per cent; 
colchicum root, 40 per cent; opium, 10 
per cent. 

_ When we speak of a preparation as be- 
ing 4, 1, 5, 10, or 50 per cent in strength, 
we are to understand that the activity of 
+ or | grain, or 5 or 10, or 50 grains of 
drug is contained in every {-100 mmim 
of the preparation. One minim therefore 
contains 1-100 of that quantity. Knowing 
how much drug is represented by one 
minim, we may easily calculate how much 
is held in solution by any number of 
minims. 

Example No. 1.—It is desired to give 
5 grains of belladonna in the form of tinc- 
ture; how much tincture must be used? 
By our dose table we learn that 5 grains 
of good drug is rather a large dose; but 
the tincture being a 15 per cent tincture, 
there are 15 grains of drug in every 100 
minims. In one minim there is 1-100 of 
that amount, or 15-100 of a grain, or 1-6 
of a grain to each minim. (It is between 
1-6 and 1-7, but for uniformity we call it 
1-6.) In 5 grains, the amount desired. 
there are 30-6, or the amount represented 
by 30 minims of the tincture. 

Example No. 2.—It is desired to give 2 
grains of belladonna; how much tincture 
represents that amount? All 15 per cent 
tinctures contain 15 grains of drug in 
every 100 minims, or 1-6 grain to 1 
minim. And as there are 12-6 of a grain 
in 2 grains, 12 minims of the tincture of 
belladonna will represent 12-6, or 2 grains 
of the drug. Two minims of the fluid 
extract, each minim representing 1 grain 
of the drug, serves the same purpose, 
One-half of a grain of the solid extract, 
which is four times stronger than the 
drug, would also represent 2 grains of 
the drug, if it is desired in pill form. . 
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Example No. 3.—The phiysicia: fin-ls ty 
his pocket dose list that the tincture of 
aconite is dosed at from 4 to 5 minims. 
How much drug does that represent? The 
tincture is 35 per cent in strength, or the 
active power of 35 grains of drug is con- 
tained in every 100 minims of the tincture. 
One minim contains 1-100 of 35 grains, 
or 35-100 of a grain, or 1-3. Five minims 
contain 5-3, or 1 grain and 2-3. And as 
our drug is dosed at froin } to 2 grains, 
5 minims are a safe dose. 

From these examples it will be seen that 
the doctor may start out definitely. As it 
is, he gives 5 minims and increases ot 
diminishes, according to circumstances, 
and knows not in the end how much 
drug he has been using. By observing 
these rules he always knows what he is 
giving. 

{n the same marner, after a very little 
application, the physician may deal with 
all the various preparations. 

1 per cent solution contains 1-100 
grain of drug to the minim; and 1-20 
grain of arsenic, or 5-100, or 5 minims of 
Fowler’s solution, are one and the same 
quantity. 

A 2 per cent fluid contains 1-50 grain of 
drug in each minim; 50 minims = 1 grain; 
5 minims = 1-10 grain. 

A 5 per cent fluid contains 1-20 grain of 
each minim; 20 minims = 1 grain. 

A 10 per cent fluid contains 1-10 grain 
of drug in each minim, and 1 grain or 
10-10 will be found in each 10 minims. 

In this manner one may be exact in his 
dosage. If, for instance, he directs 6 
minims of tincture of aconite to be given, 
and by mistake 12 are given, he knows 
just how much to worry; whereas if he 
knew not how many grains of drug that 
amount represented, he would be worried 
very much for several hours. 

It is well to remember that both the 
tincture and the fluid extract of nux vom- 
ica are exceptions. The fluid extract con- 
tains 14 per cent of alkaloidal strychnine, 
or about 1-30 of a grain of strychnine to 
each minim. The tincture contains 2 per 
cent ofextract or 1-50 grain to cach minim. 
The dose of the extract is one-fourth that 
of the drug, or from 4 to 4 grain. The 
corresponding dose of the tincture would 
be from 6 to 25 minims. 

It is convenient sometimes to know 
how much drug is represented by } or } 
an ounce or 1 ounce of a fluid prepara- 
tion. The percentage strength being 
known, multiply by 5; the product is the 
approximate number of grains in each 
fluid ounce. 

Infusion of digitalis is 14 per cent. Mul- 
tiplied by 5, we have 74 grains to the 
ounce, or about 1 grain to the drachm. 

A 2 per cent tincture contains about 10 
grains to the ounce; a 5 per cent tincture 
about 25 grains, etc. 

It was stated in the beginning that these 
rules have been found practically useful 
by quite a number of practicing physic- 
ians in good standing, who use them 
daily; and the writer believes that if they 
were generally adopted until something 
better might be devised, they would re- 
sult in practice much more satisfactory to 
the physician by enabling him to attempt 
more, and by giving him better results 
through the application of known quan- 
tities. 


His Preference. 


I prefer the AMERICAN DrucGIsT to 
any of the other journals. 
W. M. Van STEENBURGH. 
Red Hook, N. Y. 


INDIAN HEMP.* 





How It Is Grown and Prepared for 
Use in Medicine and as a 
Stimulant. 


By WILLIAM MAIR. 


Hemp is a holy plant of the Hindus. 
A guardian lives in the leaf of the bhang, 
as it is named in the Sanskrit, just as the 
wife of Vishnu lives in the hysteria-cur- 
ing tulsi, or holy basil, and as Shiva 
dwells in the dysentery-scaring bael (the 
B.P., 1898, notwithstanding). Oaths are 
taken on the bhang leaf, and to one who 
forswears himself the bhang oath is death. 
And yet in some parts the phrase, “may 
hemp be sown in thy house,” is one of 
the commonest of abusive imprecations, 
inasmuch as in many districts its culti- 
vation is considered disreputable. The 
same plant that yields hempfibre in Ire- 
land produces narcotics in India; the 
same plant grown in Europe affords the 
familiar hemp-seed that is given to cage- 
birds. The resin-yielding hemp grows 
wild throughout the Himalayas from 
westmost Kashmir to the extreme east 
of Assam, throughout an area of 1,500 
miles. It reaches down the southern 
slopes of the mountains into the Punjab 
and Gangetic plains, and occurs at alti- 
tudes as high as 10,000 feet. ; 

The Indian hemp of commerce is not, 
however, produced from the plant in its 
wild condition, and it hardly occurs spon- 
taneously in the districts of Bengal and 
Bombay, whence the drug, as it comes to 
London, is exported. Cultivation is con- 
fined in the first-named Presidency to a 
compact tract having a radius of about 
sixteen miles, under close excise super- 
vision, and embracing about 1,200 acres, 
and about 5 per cent of the produce, 
about 80,000 pounds annually, finds its 
way by sea to London. Rather over 
1,000 acres are cultivated in the Bombay 
Presidency; about 30 per cent of the crop, 
about 120,000 pounds, is exported to 
Aden, Arabia, Africa and Europe. The 
remainder is consumed in the country. 
Smaller areas are cultivated in Madras 
and in some other provinces and states, 
chiefly for local consumption. It may 
be well to define clearly the three nar- 
cotic products of the plant: 

1. “Ganja,” which is cannabis indica, B.P., 
“the dried (unfertilized) flowering or fruiting (1) 
tops of the (cultivated) female plant of Cannabis 
sativa, grown in India, from which the resin has 
not been removed,” or which have become coat- 
ed with resin in consequence of having beer un- 
able to set seeds freely. i 

“Charas” is the name applied to the resin- 
ous matter, when collected separately, which ex- 
udes naturally on the leaves, stem, and fruit, 
and which contains, or is intimately associated 
with, the active principle. (It usually contains 
leaf dust, seeds, and other impurities picked up 
in the process of manufacture.) The ‘‘Pharma- 
cographia” calls it “fa foul and crude drug, the 
use of which is properly excluded from civilized 
medicine.” ; 

3. “Bhang,” or ‘“Siddhi,” different names 
which are applied to the dried leaves of the 
hemp-plant, whether male or female, and whether 
cultivated or uncultivated, and without any pre- 
paration other than drying. (It not infrequently 
finds its way into the markets as an inferior 
grade of the drug and as an adulterant of it.) 

In the course of cultivation the plants 
are most carefully tended and the males 
eliminated in order to prevent, as far 
as possible, the fertilization of the female, 


* Chemist and Druggist. 


(1) Fully fertilized seeds are plentifully — 
duced, notwithstanding the precautions taken, 
subsequently described, to eradicate the male 
plants. 
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and by retarding the development of seed 
to age the secretion of resin. 

In Bengal the natives talk of the ganja- 
bearing plant as the male and the weaker 
pollen-bearing plant as the female. An 
expert or professional poddar is engaged 
jor the operation, which takes place be- 
fore the flowers have fully developed, and 
which requires some skill to distinguish 
the differences involved. The hemp-doc- 
tor breaks over the plants which he de- 
cides to be male, and the cultivator plucks 
them out, filling the blank spaces with 
other plants. The male plant begins to 
flower in November and the female in the 
beginning of January, at which time the 
cultivator is on the look-out for abnor- 
mal male flowers on the female plants, 
or “hermaphrodites,” as they are some- 
times called. The ganja begins to ripen 
about the middle of February, when it 
assumes a brownish color and sheds all 
the larger leaves, and is ready for har- 

vesting. It is then that the name siva- 

jata (cluster of hair of the god Shiva) is 
given to the agglutinated flowers and 
leaves. 


The Finest Ganja 
is undoubtedly that of Bengal. It is us- 
ually understood that the “compressed, 
rough, dusky-green masses consisting of 
the branch upper part of the stem, bear- 
ing leaves and pistillate flowers or fruit, 
matted together by a resinous secretion,’ 
is intended to refer to the form of the 
drug as prepared in Bombay as distin- 
guished from the more active form of 
the drug produced in Bengal, in more 
cylindrical, not flattened pieces. Three 
forms are made in Bengal—‘flat,” in- 
cluding “flat small twig” and “flat large 
twig;” “round;” and “chur.” 

The flat Bengal ganja was the original 
and has always been the most reliable 
form, physiologically, of the drug as 
found on the London market. It was 
shipped via Bombay, but the generally in- 
ferior product of the Western Presidency 
has largely supplanted it, due chiefly to 
the fact that it is cheaper, and partly be- 
cause of the somewhat heavy duty and re- 
strictions imposed by the Government of 
Bengal on the manufacture of the drug. 
It was placed on record by the Hemp 
Drugs Commission (Report, vol. i. p. 96) 
that “the Khandwa (Bombay) ganja dif- 
fers from that of Bengal in being green 
in color, and having a much larger quan- 
tity of leaf left in it. The latter is a 
very special article, and no ganja will be 
found to compare withitin any province.’ 
This variety was adopted by the Hemp 
Commission as the standard for physio- 
logical comparison, and two out of three 
samples of the drug as grown at Ahmed- 
nagar, on the Bombay side, were found 
to just equal it in physiological activity. 
Sothat if the B.P. intends that both should 
be used, and there seems no reason why 
the better article should be excluded, it 
would be well that this should be indi- 
cated more clearly; the composition may 
be taken to be fairly constant and the 
preparation is invariably careful. The 
“round” form of the drug is of course 
more active, and a superior product, con- 
taining, as it does, and as will be ex- 
plained, much less useless and inert mat- 
ter than the flat. 

The following is a description of the 
principal details of the elaborate and tech- 
nical process followed in the manufacture 
of cannabis indica at Naogaon, the cen- 
tre of hemp-cultivation in Bengal. It in- 
volves chiefly pressing, drying, and re- 
moval of the leaf. Bright sunny weather 
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is essential to the best manufacture. The 
plants do not all come to maturity at the 
same time, and they must be manipulated 
within three or four days of maturity, 
or they become useless. The manufac- 
ture of flat ganja takes about three days, 
and is carried out on a piece of ground 
which has been specially leveled for the 
purpose. The number of plants handled 
in each three days’ operations is usually 
about fifty or sixty. The first day the 
plants are cut in the morning, brought to 
the manufacturing grounds, and spread 
out in the sun till the afternoon. They 
are then cut up one by one into lengths 
of about one or two feet. Those having 
flower-spikes upon them are retained, and 
the rest is thrown away. The portions 
selected are spread out in the dew for the 
night. The work of the second day con- 
sists in alternately pressing and drying 
the crop and getting rid of useless leaf 
and seed. The branches are piled by 
bundles of five or ten, flower-spikes in- 
ward and overlapping, in a circular heap 
about four feet in diameter. After half 
an hour of the pressure the pile is un- 
stacked, the bundles are taken off and 
beaten together over a mat to shake out 
the seeds and leaf. The heap is again 
built exactly as before, the upper layers 
of the previous heap being placed at the 
bottom of this, and the processes of tread- 
ing, pressing, unstacking, and beating are 
repeated. The bundles are now laid out 
side by side on mats ana trodden indi- 
vidually, the workman holding the stem 
ends with one foot while he passes the 
other foot downward towards the floor. 
The bundles have now been reduced in 
size and consist of four or five twigs each. 
They are then laid in a slanting 
position over the bamboo pole on 
the ground and left for the night. The 
whole process is repeated on the third 
day and completed by pressing the twigs 
individually with the feet into flat masses 
in the way already described. The twigs 
are now gathered into bundles of two 
standard sizes, a certain quantity of large 
twigs in the one and of small in the other 
and subsequently into the “robbins” in 
which the drug is delivered to the whole- 
sale druggist. 


The Manufacture of Round Ganja 

is not complete until the fourth day after 
the plants are cut, and a great deal more 
of the woody portion is rejected than in 
the case of the flat variety. A horizontal 
bar of bamboo is lashed to uprights about 
four feet high, and mats are placed on 
the ground on each side of it. Bundles 
of twigs, either tied together by the stem- 
ends or not, according to the skill of the 
treader, are set out on the mats; the men 
range themselves on each side of the bar, 
ard holding on to it for support, proceed 
to roll the bundles with their feet. This 
is repeated, and the twigs subsequently 
hand-pressed, shaken out, and covered up 
for the night. After further rolling, dry- 
ing in the sun, and careful manipulation 
on two succeeding days, and all useless 
twigs and sticks having been eliminated, 
the twigs are sorted according to length 
and tied into bundles of three descrip- 
tions—short, medium, and long. “Chur” 
consists of pieces of the compressed flow- 
er-heads accidentally broken off in pack- 
ing, together with fragments of resin, 
and it is on this form that the excise tariff 
imposes the highest duty, because in that 
state the drug is almost free from inert 
matter. 

In contrast with the care and patience 
with which the drug is treated at Nao- 





gaon may be given a description of the 
process of treading at Ahmednagar, 
Bombay. The preparation is much the 
same, but the treading-floor is usually 
prepared like an ordinary Indian thresh- 
ing-floor with clay and cow- -dung. The 
ganja is spread in squares of fifteen or 
twenty feet wide and about six inches 
thick, and a line of eight or ten men and. 
women dance upon it to the music of a 
tom-tom. Treading begins at the outer 
edge of the heap, and is continued in a. 
spiral until the centre is approached, 
when the men fall out one by one as the 
space grows smaller. They follow close 
on one another, dancing sideways in the 
leader’s footsteps, and the music of the 
tom-tom keeps them at it. 

Charas, which is used for smoking, is- 
only collected in the Himalayas, but we 
may note here the methods adopted. The 
Bhutias of Nepal walk through the crop. 
or jungle clothed in leather or with 


leather leggings on, to which the 
resin adheres, and from which it 
is scraped. In other places it is ob- 


tained by simply rubbing the young flow- 
ering tops between the hands, and in 
some of the native States by men walking 
to and fro among the plants clad only ina 
loin-cloth and their bodies smeared with 
oil. 

Deterioration 


takes place in Indian hemp on keeping, 
which doubtless largely accounts for the 
contrasts in physiological activity in ga- 
lenical preparations of the drug. The 
common belief in Lower Bengal is that 


ganja which has been kept for a 
year has lost its power, and ganja 
two years old is considered to be 


worthless, a standard of physiological ac- 
tivity which experiments have proved to: 
be practically justified. Surgeon-Major 
Prain, Superintendent of the Royal Bo- 
tanic Gardens, Calcutta, in his most re- 
cent communication to the Government, 
embodying his researches on the storage 
of the drug, has proved that “by careful 
‘close storage’ (in a deal pox with per- 
forated sides) it is possible to preserve, 
even for three or four seasons, a good 
deal of the narcotic power of flat ganja, 
but that, stored with the greatest care, it 
seems, by the time it is three and a half 
years ,old, not to possess more than one- 
fourth the power of fresh ganja.” It is 
believed, however, that this deterioration 
does not under ordinary conditions take 
place so rapidly in temperate climates as 
in that of Bengal. The drug, it was also 
peoeets should not be stored in tins. Of 
the 


Pharmacy 


of Indian hemp there is little to be 
said until physiological standardiza- 
tion becomes a feature of our national 
pharmacopoeia. No drug demands this 
more than does cannabis indica, and none 
presents so much uncertainty in the 
amount of extractive it will yield to the 
pharmacist or in the activity that tne ex- 
tractive will present to the prescriber. 
Nothing could be more haphazard thar 
the B.P. formula for extractum cannabis 
indicae, to “exhaust by percolation and 
evaporate the percolate to the consistence 
of a soft extract.” But it is difficult to: 
better it according to present B.P. phar- 
macological standards. That august vol- 
ume is not strictly correct in stating that 
“the leaves and bracts bear external oleo- 
resin glands.” The narcotic principle of 
hemp is not an oil or a resin, nor is it an 
oleo-resin. All that Dr. Prain could 
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make of it last year was that it appeared 
to be ‘‘a substance that oxidizes into an 
ordinary resin as a fixed oil does.” 


Syrup Making by Diffusion. 


For the preparation of syrup by dif- 
fusion in the cold, a French pharmacist, 
M. Englebert, of Liege, uses the appara- 
tus outlined in the accompanying cut. 
The apparatus is styled “saccharo-diffus- 
ier” in the French. It is constructed on 
the principle applied formerly by Sou- 
beiran to the solution of other soluble 
bodies. The substance to be dissolved 
or extracted rests on a diaphragm com- 
posed of flannel resting on wire screens, 
in contact with the upper surface of the 
extracting fluid. As soon as the liquid 
in contact with the substance becomes 
saturated, it sinks and its place is taken 
by layers of less saturated liquid until 
complete saturation is effected. The sac- 
charator—as we shall call it—consists of 
an exterior cylindrical vessel of glass 
open at the top, and having a stop-cock 
at the bottom; a second vessel of metal 
or glass is inserted in the glass cylinder 
and reaches about half-way down. Two 
disks of wire or perforated metal between 
which is placed a piece of flannel to serve 
as a filter, compose the bottom of the 
second vessel. 

The sugar, which is to be converted 
into syrup, is placed in the inner cylinder 
resting on the diaphragm, and water 
poured on in sufficient amount to moisten 
it. Water is then poured into the outer 
cylinder in sufficient quantity to entirely 
fill it when the inner vessel is in place. 
The sugar diffuses very rapidly into the 


water, the degree of saturation being in- 
dicated by means of a float which rises 
as the syrup thickens. The syrup is 


drawn off by the stop-cock as made. 
When adjusted as above described, the 
operation goes on automatically and the 


saccharator requires no attention beyond 
the addition from time to time of sugar 
and water to replace the syrup drawn oft. 
The flannel filter should be removed oc- 
casionally and washed clean of the sedi- 
ment which accumulates. 


New and Characteristic Reactions of Alkaloids. 





Nature of Resin of Aloes.—G. Peder- 
sen (Arch. der Pharm., 236, 200) has inves- 
tigated the resin of aloes, and finds that the 
resin of Barbadoes aloes is an ester which 
is split up by acids into cinnamic acid and 
an alcohol, aloeresinotannol, of the for- 
mula C22H2s.O.(OH)2. The resin of Cape 
aloes is a paracumaric acid ester of aloere- 
inotannol. Barbadoes aloes contain resin 
12.65; barbaloin 12.25; emodin 0.15; am- 
orphous substance, soluble in water, 62.7; 
ash 17.5, and water 10.5 per cent. 

For Pimples and Boils.—Dr. Purdon, 
of Belfast, advocates the employment of 
lactophosphate of lime in acne and furun- 
culosis. He prescribes it either in com- 
bination with iron or with cod liver oil. 
For the latter he gives the following for- 


mula: 
ES ae AT CPO 10 drs. 
ME Gish cacass wsadactageassae 1 fl. oz. 
Syr. of lactophosphate of lime 3 fl. ozs. 
COON Ol ccc accctcnecenes 4 fl. ozs. 


Essential oil of bitter almonds 3 mms, 

Rub the acacia water and syrup to- 
gether until a smooth mucilage is made; 
then add the cod liver oil gradually, with 
constant stirring, and lastly the essential 
oil of bitter almonds. Thus made each 
tablespoonful of the cod liver oil and 
syrup of the lactophosphate of lime con- 
tains four grains of lactophosphate of 
lime and fifty per cent of cod liver oil. 

A New Quinine Derivative.—This has 
the formula CioH20N2Os, and has been 
prepared by Ev. Langenheld, as follows: 
Quinine hydrochloride is dissolved in a 
mixture of alcohol and water, and treated 
with ozone until alkalies no longer cause 
a precipitate. It occurs as a_ yellow, 
amorphous powder, readily soluble in 
water, alcohol and benzol, the solutions 
being acid in reaction. 


The following table of reactions is based on the work of Professors Brunner and Strzyowski; the results of which were pub- 
ished recently in the Swiss pharmaceutical Wochenschrift : 


Chloral. 


Warm a crystal of chloral 
hydrate and 15 drops of sul- 
phuric acid with the sub- 
stance under examination. 





Bromal. Paraldehyde. 


Add 1 drop of paral- 
Same as chloral. dehyde and 5 drops 
of sulphuric acid. 





Furfurol. 


Add 4 or 5 drops of 
octane = : 0.05 Gm. of the above in 100 
Ce of sulphuric acid. 


Ortho-Nitro-Phenyl- 
Propionic Acid. 


Add 5 drops of a solution of 


Cc. of sulphuric acid 





Grass-green, turning to Bright red, turns : ; 
Morphine, wine-red on addition of Same as chloral. Orange color. olive-green on Violet on warming. 
water and of soda solution. warming. 
Codeine. Grass-green. Green, then blue. Orange. Red. Violet on warming. 
_ “Apo- “ ea ri ee Red on warming, ie . . 
morphine. Grass-green. Greenish blue Violet or red. then greenish. Violet on warming. 
Narcotine. All these reagents give the same reaction; first greenish, then red or violet. Apparently also with H,SO, alone. 
Narceine. All these reagents give the same reaction; first yellow, then red, brown or brownish red. 
te . ‘Violet, which disappears a Reddish yellow, Violet, turning red 
Papaverine. warming, then rose red. Same as chloral. turning to red. on heating. 
Thebaine. com Red with all these reagents, and also with sulphuric acid alone. 
Quinine. No characteristic reaction. 
a Light yellow color, without any further characteristic change. _ 
ee : : ~ Reddish brown, Orange or bright ieee : ; 

Solanin. Reddish brown. tending to violet. voll. Ochreish yellow. Yellow. 
Colchicin. —— No characteristic color reaction. 

ies eae 2 ; , Reddish brov ny ony, vi Same as with sulphuric acid 
Veratrine. Raspberry red. Same as chloral, R&% aaa rn Yellow, then green. eien — 

Ie BS i a , turning red- Yellow, turning to Reddi h, turning to olive- 
a Red. Valbewtete sel. Yellow, turning red- Yellow, turning to Reddis gz olive 


brown on warming. reddish brown. green. 
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Chemical Study. 


THE MODERN PRESENTATION OF CHEMISTRY. 


Accepted Methods of Study. 





Agencies Through Which the Science Is First Presented 


to the Student. 
By Davip L. Davai, Sc.B., PH.C., 


Professor of Applied Pharmaceutical Chemistry, Northwestern School of Pharmacy, 
Chicago, Ill. 


N the following paper the interpretation of this subject is attempted by 
| a general discussion of the methods at present in vogue for the most 
advantageous presentation of the science of chemistry. In those profes- 
sional lines in which chemistry plays a greater or less part, the generally 
accepted methods of imparting a knowledge of chemistry are applied as in 


the courses leading to a degree in chemistry proper. 


The object is, 


after having laid a broad foundation for scientific study, on top of that to 
lay a firm basis for the practice of the science. 


Preliminary Education. 


Before entering upon the study of 
chemistry there are certain requisites 
of preliminary education that must be 
complied with. It is important that the 
prospective student in chemistry should 
understand that a broad intellectual train- 
ing is greatly to be desired, and that the 
more extensive one’s preparatory work 
the greater are the advantages to be 
gained from the collegiate course. The 
general knowledge as afforded by the 
best high schools, academies and manual 
training high schools may be regarded 
as suitable preparation, with special stress 
laid upon the departments of mathematics 
and physics. This preparation is regard- 
ed as usually sufficient, but if a general 
liberal education can be added to this 
before entering upon technical studies, 
it would be very beneficial. Experience 
has demonstrated that those who have 
acquired a liberal education have taken a 
higher position in their profession and 
have exercised a greater influence upon 
men in shaping and moulding events 
than those who have relied upon a pure- 
ly professional course of study. Some 
preliminary knowledge of chemistry is 
advantageous and may result in entrance 
to advanced courses, but it is mot neces- 
sary. Chemistry is never a prerequisite, 
but if offered for entrance it is expected 
to cover the subject of the non-metallic 
elements in general descriptive chemistry, 
with a laboratory course of forty to fifty 
experiments. The best schools prefer 
themselves to start their prospective 
graduates in elementary chemistry unless 
they can be assured beyond all question 
that the work for which credit is asked 
has been taken in schools having ade- 
quate laboratory equipment and that a 
competent teacher has been in charge. 
The two modern languages, French and 
German, are required for entrance. The 
matter of mental training does not have 
so much to do with the selection of this 
requirement as does the fact that students 
will find extensive practical use for these 
languages in consulting literature of the 
science, much of which can never be 
found in the English language, especially 
in detail. As an alternative for either of 


these languages, Latin may be offered. 





The Teachings of Experience. 


The methods of imparting chemical 
knowledge to students have been greatly 
enriched during the past few years, 
through the efforts of experienced and 
distinguished teachers. They have exer- 
cised this influence from the rostrum, at 
the laboratory desk and through syste- 
matically arranged text-books. The ef- 
fort has been directed along the line of 
simplification of the task of acquiring the 
rudiments of the science, and that 
this has been a study in itself can 
be appreciated by all who have kept 
in touch with the progress of the 
science. The systems of instruction 
so well developed in the study of 
mathematics, geography, history, lan- 
guage and economics have had their 
parallel in chemistry and chemists en- 
gaged in teaching meet in frequent con- 
ference, for the purpose of discussing 
methods of pedagogy that will accom- 
plish the most with a science so far-reach- 
ing in its scope as affecting, man in his 
brief span of life. 

Lectures, laboratory practice and reci- 
tations may be considered the three agen- 
cies through which the science is first 
presented to the student. Lectures may 
or may not be supplemented by text- 
books, but in the latter case students must 
take close notes. It is believed that the 
taking of copious notes by the student 
interferes with continuous attention to 
the subject under consideration. Notes 
taken by beginners are apt to be discon- 
nected and often unintelligible to them- 
selves after a short lapse of time, while 
a text-book, frequently revised, is the 
best possible outline to a lecture, the 
minor points of which are readily re- 
called by it. Lectures are fully illus- 
trated by experiments, many of which 
are repeated by the student at his 
desk. In fact, lectures have their first 
purpose in giving general directions re- 
lating to laboratory work, and these are, 
of course, supplemented by individual in- 
struction at the student’s laboratory desk. 


Laboratory Work, 


in a general sense, gives familiarity with 
apparatus and reagents, besides a high 
degree of manipulative skill in conducting 


operations, that is a most essential feature 
in chemical training. 

An account of the results obtained in 
laboratory operations must be kept by 
students of all grades, and in the case of 
beginners all phenomena observed must 
be written in detail in a notebook pro- 
vided for the purpose. With more ad- 
vanced students the minutiae of opera- 
tions are not required, excepting in par- 
ticular instances, but all data from weigh- 
ings must be preserved. Recitations, or 
“quiz” work, as it is generally spoken of, 
are an essential part of class organization 
in undergraduate work. Through its 
means the teacher is enabled to empha- 
size and co-ordinate the facts that the 
students have learned from lectures, lab- 
oratory work, and collateral reading. A 
full discussion is thus possible, know- 
ledge is still further extended and in- 
stances multiplied. It is here that reports 
are received when the student is given 
practice in the solution of chemical prob- 
lems. 


Introduction to the Study. 


One of the most generally accepted 
methods of introducing the student into 
chemical science is that of completing 
the instruction in general descriptive 
chemistry, at least as regards the non- 
metallic elements, before entering upon 
qualitative work as applied to the study 
of acids and bases in their deportment 
toward one another for the purposes of 
analysis and identification. The intimate 
study of the elements as regards their 
physical constants, chemical properties 
and methods of preparation, together 
with considerations affecting the grand 
underlying principles of chemical action, 
are therefore given first attention. From 
the beginning one has to divest himself 
of his usual way of thinking and learn 
to consider things that seem to him of 
a rather intangible nature. Preconceived 
opinions and popular notions must be 
cast aside and statements apparently the 
most untenable accepted with all faith, 
trusting to time and concentrated thought 
to bring about concord. For instance, 
to be told that hydrogen, a gas at ordi- 
nary temperature, is considered as the 
type of a metal, is apt to disturb one’s 
faith, but this is only one instance of 
how the opinions must change. Many 
explanations of the truths and phenomena 
based upon theory or fact must be with- 
held from an elementary course because 
the student-mind is not yet in a condition 
to comprehend them. The subject of 
physics no longer forms a part of this 
work, the elementary study of it having 
been completed in advance. Physical 
chemistry, as a whole, is a course re- 
served for advanced students, but it is 
nevertheless drawn upon to a consider- 
able extent in general chemistry wherever 
it can be comprehended and will doubt- 
less continue to figure still more con- 
spicuously. 


The Atomic Theory. 


Among the subjects first presented is 
the law of the conservation of matter, 
first proved by Lavoisier. All progress 
in chemistry during the last century is 
completely and immovably founded upon 
the law that “Matter is not created, and 
does not disappear.” It endows all 
chemical investigations with exactitude, 
for all products of chemical reaction must 
be, and are, accounted for. Equation 
writing is based upon it. Great stress 
is also laid upon the difference between 
a chemical and a physical change, with 
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abundant illustrations to demonstrate it. 
In this connection the atomic hypothesis 
of John Dalton, enunciated in 1808, 
comes up for consideration, because 
chemical data are very well explained 
by its aid. The atomic hypothesis offers 
an explanation for the law of definite and 
multiple proportions, and was the direct 
outcome of this observed law. ‘Chem- 
ism,” or chemical affinity, the true nature 
of which force can be at present only a 
matter of speculation, is likened, in its 
manifestations among atoms, to the po- 
tential and kinetic energies of a mass of 
molecules in a body. From “chemism” 
has developed all that we know of the 
relative stability and instability of chemi- 
cal compounds. 
Division of the Elements. 


The elements are divided into two 
classes, metals and non-metals. There 
are several representatives of each class 
that are decided in their properties, but 
there is a gradual merging of one class 
into the other. The most conservative 
teachers do not recognize the line of 
demarcation as being at all distinct. 
These views are regarded by others as 
ultra-conservative. Viewed from certain 
standpoints, the distinction is quite 
closely drawn. With arsenic and tel- 
lurium we have elements which physi- 
cally possess the properties of metals, 
but in chemical behavior we are com- 
pelled to classify them with non-metallic 
substances. 


Grouping of the Non-Metals. 


In the study of the non-metallic ele- 
ments the plan is to work from the halo- 
gens through other families with a di- 
minishing non-metallic character until the 
metallic groups are reached. A typical 
metal, hydrogen, and a typical non-metal, 
oxygen, are first considered, and a com- 
pound of these opposites, water, follows 
immediately after. Oxygen introduces 
the student to the subject of bases and 
acid anhydrides, while hydrogen makes 
him acquainted with hydroxyl com- 
pounds as shown in bases, or metallic 
hydroxides and acids, thus furnishing a 
foundation for intelligent study of the 
non-metals. The remaining non-metallic 
elements are studied as natural families 
or groups, and these several groups are 
made up of such elements as occur in suc- 
cessive vertical columns of the periodic 
system. Conforming, as they do, with 
the foundation principle of the periodic 
system, the individual members of each 
group are studied in the order of in- 


crease in atomic weight. The rarer ele- 
ments of each family are not considered 
in undergraduate work. Illustrative of 
the grouping by families we have the 
table printed below. 

In the table below the atomic weight 
of oxygen is taken as 16, in accordance 
with the present custom, hydrogen thus 
becoming 1.008. The atomic weight in- 
creases from left to right, and bottom 
to top. The increase of metallic 
character confined to any one family is 
seen to increase with atomic weight, i. e., 
from left to right. The halogens (non- 
metals) and the metals decompose water, 
the non-metals liberating oxygen; the 
metals, hydrogen; and the avidity with 
which they decompose water is seen to 
vary with decrease in atomic weight in 
the case of the halogens, but with in- 
crease of atomic weight with the metals. 
The decrease in the non-metallic charac- 
ter of the halogens, as the atomic weight 
increases, can be seen in the lessening 
stability of their compounds with metals, 
hydrogen, for instance. Hydroiodic acid 
decomposes upon warming, hydrobromic 
acid less readily and hydrochloric acid 
scarcely at all, or perhaps at a white heat, 
while hydrofluoric acid has never been 
decomposed by heat, no matter how high 
the temperature. For this reason it is 
explained that fluorine will displace chlo- 
rine; chlorine, bromine; and bromine, 
iodine, from their compounds with metals. 
With increasing atomic weight we have 
changes in the state of aggregation of 
the elements. Fluorine is a colorless gas, 
chlorine is a yellowish-green gas, bro- 
mine a dark-brown liquid, and iodine is 
a black solid of almost metallic appear- 
ance. None of the halogens occur free 
in nature, all have a peculiar odor and 
attack the skin. In brief, the properties 
of the halogens and their compounds 
are capable of classification and can be 
referred most rationally to the positions 
of the elements in the periodic system. 
Upon a closer individual study of the 
halogens, many other interesting analo- 
gies are shown, but enough have been 
mentioned to demonstrate the remark- 
able classification to which the elements 
and their compounds have been submit- 
ted through the influence of the system 
of Mendeléeff. The analogy so _ pro- 
nounced among the halogens has itscoun- 
terpart among the individual members 
of other families. Further, similarity is 
not confined within the group, but exerts 
itself among the groups, connecting one 
with the other in regular series. The 
subject must be presented in such a way 
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that the student will not get the impres- 
sion that the properties of the elements 
and their compounds are dependent upon 
the periodic law, but that, on the con- 
trary, the periodic law is the outcome of 
a certain recurring similarity in the prop- 
erties of the elements, and their com- 
pounds when arranged according to the 
atomic weights of the elements. To 
avoid this serious error, little or no men- 
tion is made of the law until the student 
is nearing the end of the study, when he 
is well enough acquainted with chemical 
science to accept the system with all the 
reservation that should accompany it. 
But the student gets the fruits of it all 
along the course. 


Class-work in General Chemistry 


has its strongest support in laboratory 
practice, and the very best thought has 
been directed upon the problem of what 
this shall include. The object is to teach 
the nature of chemical processes and the 
use of chemical apparatus, besides a thor- 
ough drill in habits of accurate ob- 
servation. Previous to commencing lab- 
oratory work, the student is furnished 
with specific directions, generally printed, 
how to avoid all accidents and what to 
do in case they should occur. These ac- 
cidents may be due to burns, stains, fire, 
inhalation of fumes and gases and ex- 
plosions, and may be entirely prevented 
ii only ordinary care is exercised by the 
student. Instruction in glass-blowing 
and bending is an important part of pre- 
liminary laboratory instruction, for the 
success of many operations depends upon 
the correctness of this work. There is 
no part of laboratory training that re- 
quires so much individual instruction 
from the teacher as that of beginning 
general chemistry. For this reason the 
number of students under the direction 
of each instructor is limited. It is here 
that any loose and untidy habits, once 
formed, are apt to stick to the pupil all 
along his future work, not only un- 
fitting him for advanced operations, but 
casting a bad light upon his real work. 
Just as in the mechanical side of other 
lines of work, so in chemistry, a man is 
judged by his handiwork, and in applied 
chemistry any deficiencies are at once 
recognized. 


Practical Laboratory Work. 


The various practical and theoretically 
important methods for preparing the ele- 
ments as well as the reactions exhibited 
by their compounds, which have a broad 
educational value or extended industrial 
application, are made. A conseryative 
number of excellent laboratory opera- 
tions, selected with care, have come to 
replace a too general application of mis- 
cellaneous experiments. Especial prac- 
tice is afforded in setting up apparatus for 
the performance of many difficult experi- 
ments which were formerly limited to 
the lecture room. It has been found that 
the student rapidly develops the ability 
to conduct them most successfully, and 
the educational value is greatly augment- 
ed, while the manipulative skill is im- 
measurably increased. Students are 
thrown more upon their own resources, 
and not kept back among test-tube op- 
erations. They learn to do difficult work 
dy pornc. Among these advanced opera- 
tions are diffusion of gases through por- 
ous ware, occlusion of gases, preparation 
and study of detonating gas, proof of the 
volumetric composition of water, compo- 
sition of water by weight (Dumas), elec- 
trolytic decomposition of water and study 
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of the products and the preparations of 
sulphuric acid as carried out upon the 
manufacturing scale. 


Qualitative Analytical Work. 


Qualitative analysis is taught in much 
the same way as of old. Bergman was 
the first to apply systematically a know- 
ledge of the chemical behavior of bodies 
in the wet way. It is primarily a lab- 
oratory course, and, in fact, is the first 
step toward a gradual lessening of lec- 
ture-room demonstration. Aside from 
its value as a study in reactions and their 
use in qualitative separation, the work is 
a preparation for qualitative analysis. A 
study is first made of the effect of vari- 
ous chemicals, known as reagents, upon 
the several acids and bases, and the re- 
sults are classified and thoroughly learned. 
By gradual stages the student ts taught 
the systematic separation of inorganic 
substances, working upon solutions of 
known composition. From this he passes 
on to the solutions of unknown compo- 
sition, then the solids of known compo- 
sition requiring complex treatment by 
various acids and fusion in order to effect 
solution. Unknowns of this class are 
then given for analysis and the student 
must be able to state the original make- 
up of the solid, because it undergoes de- 
composition with loss of volatile bodies 
while being dissolved. The work is 
graded throughout, and the most difficult 
problems of analysis reserved for the 
last. Ores are given as a final drill, 
where preponderance of one element over 
another involves a new phase, and where 
the qualitative test must be conducted 
under quantitative conditions. Artificial 
mixtures, in no way simulating the actual 
problems that the student will meet in 
practice, have become obsolete as a test 
of analytical knowledge. 


Physical Chemistry 


is touched upon in the elementary part of 
this course, and the phenomenon of so- 
lution explained. The subject of equi- 
librium among reacting bodies is gone 
into and separation of salts into their 
ions is explained and subjected to labora- 
tory verification by the student. Among 
the examples exhibiting ionization are 
potassium chloride and potassium chlo- 
rate in deportment towards silver nitrate; 
the color of cobalt salts as affected by 
potassium cyanide; the cause of yellow- 
ish-brown and blue copper salts, etc. 
Crystallography, mineralogy and blow- 
pipe analysis usually come directly after 
qualitative analysis and advanced physics, 
comprising the divisions of mechanics. 
Wave motion, optics and electricity are 
taken up during the second year. Trig- 
onometry and advanced algebra should 
have been completed during the first 
year, followed by analytical geometry 
and calculus in the second. : . 
(70 be concluded.) 


Smelling Salts, 


The following formula is recommended 
by Hofmann in the columns of a Dutch 
professional publication: 

Ammonium carbonate............ 250 Gm. 


are moistened with a mixture of the 
following: 
Spirit of camphor .............0. 25 Gm. 
il of cloves, 
Oil of bergamot -aa 40 dps. 
Sete EN (césuccckbbivechawe 30 Gm. 





and subjected to the action of dry am- 
monia gas, so long as this continues to be 
absorbed. 
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Peau D’Espagne.—J. F. V.—We re- 
ferred this inquiry for “a good peau 
d’espagne handkerchief extract” to 
an expert perfumer, who _ respond- 
ed with a formula which it would 
take nearly two columns of space 
to accommodate. It is one of the most 
difficult problems in perfumery to present 
a satisfactory extract to resemble Span- 
ish skin. For the manufacture of the or- 
iginal peau d’espagne, Askinson, in “Per- 
fumes and Their Preparations,” gives the 
following directions: 

Take a piece of wash-leather (chamois), 
trim it to a square shape, and leave it for 
three or four days in the following mix- 


ture: 
DN Jivpvovbbebsses senoskexneee 1% |b 
ee 4, OZ 
[0 i a cachsunkwoswsansesnees % oz. 
Oil of lemon-grass ..............06 % oz 
Sees NED Spb wksktnenseenense %4 oz 
OE conexndeveeeswcvees 150 grs 
oe a ee 150 grs 
ge ee ee 1% oz 
[ME cisctsbeacebhacvaveveuns 1% oz 
Pet OE cc cnesonswiseashwon ee 1% oz 
OE PD padboccscconsce 3% oz 
ek. SL nca0escnnwessans 150 grs. 
rs it eee ee 1 qt. 


At the end of the time named remove 
the leather from the liquid, let it drain, 
spread it on a glass plate, and when dry 
coat it on the rough side, by means of 
a brush, with a paste prepared in a mor- 
tar from the following ingredients: 

Benzoic acid, sublimed ... 






grs. 
Mus 5 grs. 
CRO: sxcees 5 grs 
Gum acacia oz. 
Glycerin .. oz. 
MUMEE: akcassacsacccnns oz. 


The leather is then folded in the centre, 
smoothed with a paper-knife, put under 
a weight, and allowed to dry. The dried 
leather forms the so-called perfume skin 
which retains its fine odor for years. In- 
stead of the above alcoholic liquids, any 
desired alcoholic perfume may be used; 
especially suitable are those containing 
oils of lemon-grass, lavender and rose, 
since they are not very volatile, and when 
combined with musk and civet remain 
fragrant for a long time. A sufficiently 
large piece of perfume skin inserted in a 
deskpad or placed among the paper will 
make the latter very fragrant. Spanish 
skin is chiefly used for this purpose, as 
well as for work, glove and handkerchiet 
boxes, etc. It is generally enclosed in a 
heavy silk cover. 

Liquid Court Plaster.—_G. B. A—A 
thick mucilage of isinglass or gelatin is 
perhaps the nearest approach to a liquid 
court plaster that could be suggested. In 
hospital practice, where small abrasions 
have to be treated, flexible collodion ap- 
plied with a camel hair pencil, after the 
surface has been well dried, finds most 
favor. Iodoform or aristol is occasionally 
added. 

Literature of Ginseng Cultivation.— 
R. C. P.—Address the U. S. Department 


of Agriculture, Division of Botany, Wash- 
ington, D. C., for copies of recent bul- 
letins relating to ginseng cultivation. 


To Keep Ink from Running.—A. B. 
writes: “Please state what I may use to 
keep copying ink from running.” 

The addition to the ink of glycerin or 
gum acacia, preferably the latter, in the 
proportion of 1 part of gum to 150 parts 
of ink will be found useful. Molasses or 
honey with a little gum, or a mixture of 
equal parts of glycerin and gum are also 
used as adhesive agents in the manufac- 
ture of copying inks. A satisfactory 
copying ink can be made by dissolving 1 
part of sugar in 30 parts of ordinary gall 
ink. 

Home-Made Kumyss.—P. E. R.—A 
fairly good quality of Kumyss may be 
prepared in a small way by following the 
directions given below: 

Fill a quart champagne bottle to the 
neck with pure cow’s milk; add two 
tablespoonfuls of white sugar, first dis- 
solving it in a little water by aid of heat; 
add also a quarter of a two-cent cake of 
compressed yeast. Then securely fasten 
the cork in the bottle and shake the mix- 
ture well; place it in a room having a 
temperature of from 70° to 80° F. for 
six hours, and finally in the ice box for 
about twelve hours. It is then ready for 
use. In preparing the kumyss it is well 
to make sure that the milk is pure, that 
the bottle is sound, and that the yeast is 
fresh. The bottle should be opened with 
great care. Kumyss contains some al- 
cohol, with fat, casein, lactic acid, and 
carbonic-acid gas. The cost is about 15 
cents per quart, including the bottle. 


Cheap Cologne.—B. B.—One of the 
best working formulas for American col- 
ogne water is represented by the follow- 
ing: 





Oil of rose geranium ........ 1 fl. dr. 
Oo See eer 2 fl. drs 
Oil of patchouly 30 mms. 
Oil of Cocmamet . 1% fl. ozs 
Oil of lemon .... 2 fl. drs 
Oil of lavender ... 4 fl. drs. 
Oil of sandalwood 60 mms. 
Oil of snake root . 60 mms 
Oil of neroli ...... 30 mms 
Tincture of storax 1 fl. oz 
Fid. ext. orris root - 1% fl. oz 
a sae . 12 grs. 
Alcohol, q. s., ad 80 fl. ozs 


Mix and put away for two months, 
shaking the mixture once a day. The 
product resembles Hoyt’s cologne. 


Aromatic Ginger Ale Essence.—W. J. 
M. W.—More than ginger enters into 
the composition of ginger ale. That im- 
ported from Belfast, for example, is dis- 
tinguished by a subtle flavor of cinna- 
mon, with something suggestive of van- 
illa, rose, and other secondary flavors, 
chief of which is lemon. This is well 
brought out in “Pharmaceutical Formu- 

















las,” from which we take the following 
selection of formulas: 


1 Soluble essence of ginger ... 10 fl. ozs. 
Tinct. of fresh lemon peel .. 1 fi. oz. 
Essence of vanilla ............ 20 mins 
eT eee dr. 

ee re 10 mins 
TO GL PEIGAMION oi. cscccacsccces 15 mins. 
SU. GF ABNOR iois05scsssnessaniece 30 mins. 
WENO Nise oy soe een bases kennels 2 fl. ozs 


Mix and add magnesium carbonate 1 
dram, mixed with water 3 drams, filter, 
and add to the filtrate. 


ROROMINA 5 css ciekasososnaacsases 30 mins 

Hesence Of Spricot .......0s00000 3 drs. 

Soluble essence of ginger to.... 1 pint. 
Mix. 

Me SMMEAON: oveawieshsennsacdoccaces 1 oz. 
PER: ccc Chanuiniy isso salesee % oz. 
SUMO iad cea s sah casesunecieet scene se 3 drs 
SIEMENS anc aioe Shaneweanuices 1 dr, 
Soluble essence of ginger......... 32 fl. ozs. 


Bruise the solids and macerate in the 
essence. 

Coloring must be added to the whole 
of the foregoing—tincture of saffron 2 
drams and burnt sugar 2 drams to each 
16 ozs. is best. 

The foregoing formulas are from an 
English source and the products may 
not prove agreeable to the taste of the 
— consumer, but they are worth a 
trial. 


Soluble Essence of Ginger.—W. J. M. 
W.—Considerable research has been made 
with a view of discovering some process 
of deresinifying ginger, whereby its aro- 
matic constituents could be separated and 
rendered soluble in water, but of the var- 
ious methods recommended the process 
of the National Formulary will be found 
most convenient of all. Expressed in 
common measure this reads: 


Fluid extract of ginger........ 4 fl. ozs 
Pumice, fine powder .......... av. 0z. 
Water, enough to make ...... 12 fl. ozs. 


Put the fluid extract of ginger into a 
bottle, add to it the pumice, and shake 
the mixture thoroughly and repeatedly in 
the course of several hours. Then add 
the water in portions of about 2 fluid 
ounces, shaking well and frequently after 
each addition. When all is added, re- 
peat the agitation occasionally during 
twenty-four hours, then filter, returning 
the first portions of the filtrate until it 
runs through clear, and, if necessary, pass 
enough water through the filter to make 
12 fluid ounces. 

Linimentum Crinale.—R. E.—This is 
a hair restorative having the following 
composition: 


Cantharidine 
Acetic ether 
Alcohol 
Castor oil 
Oil of lavender 


Dissolve the cantharidine in the ether 
and add the remaining ingredients. 

This liniment is recommended as a 
tonic to the hair and scalp to cure bald- 
ness. It is applied to the spots where the 
hair is weak. After applying it a few 
times the head should be washed, or it 
may accumulate and cause irritation. 

Arnica Tooth Soap.—H. W. H.—A 
satisfactory article may be made with the 
following ingredients: 





French chalk ......ccccccccsdeceees 3 ozs 
Powdered soap ......scceceveceees 1 oz 
Powdered cuttlefish bone ........ Y% oz. 
Tincture of arnica .......++++eeees 1% fl. oz 
Solution of carmine ........++++++- 1 dr, 
Oil of peppermint ...........+00+ 10 mins 


Oil of, sassafras 
Glycerin .....ccccccccccescecece coe , 
Rose water a sufficiency. 


Mix the tincture with the oils and add 
to the powders, color with the carmine 
and make into a paste. 
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Combined Toning and Fixing Bath. 
—C. B. W.—We printed a formula for a 
bath of this character in the AMERICAN 
Drucoist for March 25th, page 158, and 
you will find another equally satisfactory 
formula in the issue of May 10th last, on 
page 267. 

Paste Dentifrice.—H. W. H.—The fol- 
lowing is a recent formula from a French 
exchange: 


Grammes. 
POWOSECU BORD: .ccsciecacesecsessectes 10 
PME SONINUEET hs 'ciuic civics’ sae venice cles seems 20 
Calcined magnesia .........scssccccsees 20 
RRCMSAUCG: (CUBEE. 5iisca\cinsiescwa.nsleeess 20 
Calcium phosphate, prec. ........+. 20 


Carmine solution 


2 Se SOME: cacinaawiaicies a sufficiency. 
Glycerin 


lycerin ....... enough to make a paste. 

Oil of peppermint.......... 3 to 4 drops. 

Salicylic acid 10 centigrammes 

Mix the solids in a mortar and add the 
carmine, oil of peppermint and the gly- 
cerin, triturating constantly the while 
until a paste of the desired consistency is 
obtained. Oil of anise is occasionally 
substituted for the oil of peppermint. 

Wheat Gluten.—W. F. S —This can be 
purchased through any wholesale drug 
house, or a manufacturer of prepared 
flour. It is prepared from the flour 
of wheat or rye and is composed of vege- 
table fibrin. 

When the flour of wheat or rye is 
made into a paste with water, enclosed 
in a bag of fine linen, and washed in suc- 
cessive waters until all starchy matter is 
removed, the residue is gluten. 

It represents wheat flour deprived of 
about two-thirds of its starch by washing 
it with water. Gluten bread is largely 
used and is sold in most bakeries. 

Wheat Bran consists of the inner husk 
or coat of wheat grains, sifted from the 
flour. It bears no relation whatever to 
gluten. 

Violet Water.—P. A. R.—We publish- 
ed some excellent formulas for violet 
— in the issue of June 10th last, page 

(. 

Composition of Calcium Carbide.—H. 
F. writes: “Kindly publishinan early num- 
ber the composition of the carbide used 
in acetylene bicycle lamps. The carbide 
is contained in a bulky receptacle, and 
connected with it is a small reservoir of 
water so placed as to permit of a regu- 
lated dropping of water on the carbide 
compound.” 

Calcium carbide is a definite chemical 
compound of calcium and carbon, con- 
taining 40 parts by weight of the ele- 
ment calcium and 24 parts by weight of 
carbon. The manufacture of calcium car- 
bide is carried on by the discoverer, 
Thomas L. Wilson, of Spray, N. C., who 
accidentally hit upon its production in 
the course of some experiments looking 
to the separation of metallic aluminum 
from the clay. 

While engaged in fusing a mixture con- 
taining lime and powdered anthracite 
under the influence of the temperature of 
the electric arc, he obtained a heavy semi- 
metallic mass, which having been exam- 
ined and found not to be the substance 
sought, was thrown away. Some of the 
material was thrown by chance into water, 
and its peculiar behavior,- while in con- 
tact with the water attracted Mr. Wil- 
son’s attention. It appeared to undergo 
immediate decomposition, evolving a gas 
having a peculiar garlicky smell, which 
on the application of a light burned with 
a smoky, but luminous flame. Further 
study convinced Mr. Wilson that he had 
succeeded in accomplishing the direct 
synthesis of a hydrocarbon. The chem- 
istry of the process resulting in the pro- 
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duction of calcium carbide is shown by 
the equation: 

CaO-|-Cs-|- heat=CaC:-|-CO 

When water is added to solid calcium 
carbide, double decomposition ensues, 
the oxygen of the water combining with 
the calcium of the calcium carbide to 
form calcium oxide or lime, while the 
hydrogen unites with the carbon of the 
calcium carbide to form acetylene, as 
shown by the following equation: 

CaC. -|- 2H:O0 =CaH:O.-|-C2H: 

The gas produced is very inflammable, 
being one of the richest in carbon of the 
illuminating gases. 


‘ 








Correspondence. 




















The Paris Exposition of 1900. 
To the Editor: 


Sir: Copies of the translation of the 
official rules and regulations and the 
classifications of the Paris Exposition are 
forwarded to you under another cover. 

Owing to the limited time still avail- 
able in which to select and arrange the 
exhibits of the United States, it is the 
desire of the Commissioner-General that 
the widest and earliest possible invitation 
be extended to the manufacturers and 
producers of the country to participate 
in this Exposition. 

Translations of the official rules and 
regulations and classifications, and blank 
application for space will be sent to any 
address upon request. 

Your co-operation will facilitate the 
work and be greatly appreciated by, very 
respectfully, FERDINAND W. PECcK, 

Commissioner-General. 
Chicago, Aug. 12, 1898. 





The Paris Universal International Ex, 
position opens in Paris, France, on April 
15, 1900, and will remain open six months. 
The objects comprised in the classifica- 
tion of chemical and pharmaceutical arts 
are as follows: 


CHEMICAI, AND PHARMACEUTICAL ARTS, 
(Apparatus, methods and products.) 


1. Utensils and laboratory apparatus. Enam- 
eler’s lamps, blow pipes, presses, rooms for ar- 
tificial temperature for drying, filtering, electric 
ovens. 

Apparatus and instruments used in industrial 
and commercial experiments, 

Materials, apparatus and methods of manu- 
facturing chemical products, superphosphates, 
soaps, wax candles, glycerines. 

Apparatus and methods of electrolytic manu- 
facture of oxygenated water, chlorine, chlorals, 
ne, soda and divers chemical pro- 

ucts. 

Apparatus and methods of manufacture of 
vegetable essences, varnishes, india rubber for 
the trade, succedaneums, india rubber and goods 
of gutta-percha. y 

Apparatus and methods of treatment of min- 
eral matters useful for lighting, heating, greas- 
a coals, schists, petroleum, ozocerite. 

pparatus and methods of treatment of water 
for manufacturing purposes in order to permit 
their being returned to the streams (chemical 
or by electrical mcthods). : 

Apparatus used in the preparation of wood 
carbon in closed vessel, and the manufacture of 
derived products: methylic alcohol, acetone, 
acetic acid, tar. . 

Apparatus and methods for compression and 
heauiaalion of gases. : 3 

Apparatus and methods for manufacturing arti- 
ficial textiles. 

Apparatus and methods 
pharmaceutical products. : 

2. Acids, alkali, salts of all kinds. 

Refined sulphur and derivatives of sulphur. 

Phosphorus. 

Oxygenated water; ozone. 

Sea salts and products through treatment of 
natural water. 


for manufacturing 
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Divers products of chemical industries: waxes 


wax candles, 


and oily substances, soaps, gly- 
cerine, rosin, tar, and derived substances; paste, 
gelatine, essences, varnishes, divers glazings, 
printing inks, waxings. 


India rubber for the trade, gutta-percha. 

Tincture fluids and colorings. 

Products derived from the treatment of raw 
materials used for lighting, heating and greas- 
ing. Refined petroleum. Paraffine. y - 

Broducts of the carbonization of wood in closed 
vessels. é 

Debased alcohol for manufacturing purposes. 

Liquefied gases. 

Artificial textiles. p 

Raw materials of pharmacy; simple and com- 
pound medicines, 

PERFUMERY. 
implements, methods and pro- 


(Raw materials, 
ducts.) 


1. Raw materials, such as essences, extracts 
of flowers in fat bodies, essential oils obtained 
by some dissolvents, distilled waters, etc.; raw 
materials in French ‘manufactures; imported raw 


materials, prepared or unprepared. 
2. Material for manufacturing, machines to 
crush or pulverize, appliances for infusion, 


presses, agitators for extracting, mixers for 
pomatum and soaps, crushers for forming into 
a ball or cake, receivers and divers appliances, 


Soaps, toilet waters, per- 
fumed oils, pomatums, perfumed essences, scent 
bags, extracts and odoriferous waters, perfumed 
wders, dentifrices, toilet vinegars, paints, dyes 
or the hair, etc. 


etc. 
3. Made products: 


Patriotism—Nit. 


To the Editor: 

Sir—Have you observed the cool ef- 
frontery with which the proprietary medi- 
cine men have planned to escape paying 
their share of the war tax? Our Con- 
gress no doubt thought (and they were 
about right) that no class of our citizens 
could better afford to pay a small war tax 
than the manufacturers of patent or pro- 
prietary medicines. Every one in the 
trade knows that the price of goods in 
this class is outrageously high in com- 
parison with their cost, and that the profit 
to the manufacturer is simply immense, 
and if anybody in the country could af- 
ford to pay a war tax they could. But lo 
and behold, they hold a meeting of their 
association, discuss the matter thorough- 
ly and resolve they can’t afford to pay it 
—back right square out of it, and say the 
retail druggists of this country must pay 
their whole share of the tax. The retailer 
makes only a fair, legitimate profit at full 
prices, and in many parts of the country 
nothing at all—yet he must pay the tax. 
It is a crying shame that men who roll 
in wealth, made in great part by the as- 
sistance of this same retail druggist, in 
selling and pushing their goods, should 
escape the payment of their just propor- 
tion of the present war tax. 

What shall we do? We ask the ques- 
tion of the retail drug trade of the United 
States, who are expected to pay the pro- 
prietor’s taxes for him. While we cannot 
force him to pay his tax, we can make a 
big hole in his profits by a united effort 
on our part to prevent the sale of the 
goods of all proprietors who want to sad- 
dle on us their taxes. We all know that 
nine out of ten of our regular customers, 
in buying medicines, will follow our ad- 
vice. Let us, then, unite and make it a 
rule never to recommend or endorse any 
patent medicine whose owner has refused 
to pay his war tax. It is not patriotic on 
our part to uphold men in shirking their 
duty to their country, nor are we true to 
ourselves in submitting to such shameful 
treatment without some effort on our part 


at retaliation. 
R. H. Lanp. 
Augusta, Ga. 
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Business Hints. 


PRACTICAL DISCUSSION OF STORE METHODS AND 
ADVERTISING. 


By Ulysses G. Manning. 


The Department Editor will be pleased to criticise any advertisement 
submitted, and to suggest improvements. Questions 
answered and advice given. | 





























DISTRIBUTING ADVERTIS- 
ING. 


UCH good advertising is wasted be- 
cause it is not properly distributed. 
Many go to the expense of getting 
out an attractive and effective circular and 
then fail to give it a chance to do its 
best. The best possible circular will 
prove disappointing unless you make the 
effort necessary to get it into the proper 
hands. Reach the people you are after 
even though you have to send out your 
printed matter under letter postage. Cost 
of postage is a bugaboo that causes the 
waste of quantities of good advertising 
matter. “The method of distribution that 
puts your circulars where you. want them 
to go is the economical method, no mat- 
ter what it costs, 

Between hand and mail distribution 
there is often little choice, provided the 
hand work is well done. A circular of 
general import that is attractive enough 
to arrest attention can usually be dis- 
tributed by hand. But don’t turn them 
over to the small boy or the ordinary bill 
peddler. Have them put out by someone 
you can trust. A man is apt to be cheap- 
er than a boy, though a combination of 
the two can be made to work all right. 
Printed matter can frequently be distri- 
buted under the supervision of a clerk, 
boys being employed to assist. Boys 
are cheap and rapid work can be done 
by using four, two on either side of 
street, each boy going to each alternate 
house, a clerk or other inspector follow- 
ing to see that the work is rightly done. 
Any circular that is attractive enough 
will receive attention even though dis- 
tributed by hand. 

If you have some branch or depart- 
ment of your business to advertise that 
appeals more particularly to the well-to- 
do classes or to some definite element in 
the community, it is better to use the 
mails and often to send out the matter 
sealed. Use judgment in these matters 
and select the plan that suits the adver- 
tising best. Any attempt to avoid the 
legitimate cost of right distribution will 
be false economy. 





CRITICISM AND COMMENT. 


“Cutter” asks what method he had bet- 
ter adopt for the distribution of his cata- 
logue. No copy of the catalogue accom- 
panies the inquiry, nor does the inquirer 
state what amount of territory he wishes 
to cover. 

Distributing a Catalogue. 

If it is a first-class catalogue it will 
doubtless receive attention no matter how 
it is distributed. If the catalogue weighs 
three or four ounces and there is an edit- 
ion of twenty-five thousand to put out, 
the distribution by mail would cost $250 
if sent unsealed, or $500 if sealed, to 
which cost must be added the expense 
of enclosing and addressing. In most 
cases the higher rate of postage would 
not be justified; the unsealed method 
would answer as well. Hand distribution 
should be considered for the surrounding 
towns. A good distributer can put out 
seven or eight hundred pieces a day. 
Postage on eight hundred unsealed would 
be $16, so there would probably be con- 
siderable economy in sending a reliable 
man out to work the towns. If the size 
of your business and the number of cata- 
logues will justify it, put your man in 
uniform and see that he is intelligent 
enough to properly represent you, and 
instruct him to put in a word or two for 
you when occasion permits. I have heard 
of a druggist who fitted out a stylish 
wagon, filled it with sundries and his spe- 
cial preparations, and sent it through the 
country and towns selling goods, taking 
orders and distributing catalogues. There 
are some parts of the country where this 
plan would work and in others it would 
not. 

The personal element counts in adver- 
tising and I believe that hand distribu- 
tion of a catalogue will often prove more 
effective than mailing. People are apt to 
give more attention to a catalogue when 
they have it handed to them by some rep- 
resentative of the store. 

The method adopted by a _ Boston 
druggist, whose ad. is reproduced, is of 
doubtful efficiency. I presume that his 
catalogue contains some prize schemes 
intended to bring people to the store. 
The ad. is calculated to bring requests 
from children, postal card fiends and cur- 
iosity seekers. A better way to get the 
catalogue out would be to put it out. This 
is a good sample of the kind of ads. that 
bring false results; results that don’t re- 


sult. 
JF SF 
Opening a Store. 
E. P. E. writes as follows: 


It is some time since i, as an appreciative 
reader of your department, have availed myself 

















of your standing offer to give advice. In answer- 
ing please withhold my name. I am about to 
open a new store and want some advice. What 
do you think of a formal “opening” with flow- 
ers, souvenirs, etc.? Between mail and hand- 
distribution, which is best? What do you think 
of a nicely. -printed invitation? Any hints on 
opening will be appreciated. 

It is well to make a reasonable amount 
of disturbance in opening a new store. 
It is usually advisable to take space in 
the papers some time before the date of 
opening and in this space keep a running 
chronicle of the progress of arrange- 
ments. The date of opening should be 
constantly announced. Just before the 
opening take a larger space, giving full 
notice of the opening and announcing 
the attractions. It is well to decorate and 
souvenirs are advisable if you can give 
something worth having. Serve soda 





The Prize Advertisement. 





THE POINT IS: 


‘To Know How” 





One of the best portraits of Dewey 
ever made was drawn on a shingle 
with a red-hot poker. 

The man knew how. 





The finest Ice Cream Soda ever 
made is being served every day at 
Thompson’s Drug Store, corner North 
Avenue and Federal St., Allegheny. 

Thompson knows how. 





Good Soda and Good Drugs go to- 
gether. We have filled over seven 
thousand NEW prescriptions in the 
past sixteen months. 


BEST ICE CREAM SODA, BEST DRUGS. 


The Reasons Why: The Reasons Why: 
Pure Water, Knowledge, 
Pure Ice Cream, Experience, 
True Flavors, Purity, 
Clean Glasses, Cleanliness, 
Liberality, Care, 
Know How. Sympathy. 


THOMPSON’S DRUG STORE, 
North Ave. and Federal St. 





free if you have a fountain. I would pre- 
fer the papers rather than a circular for 
announcing the opening, though both can 
be used to advantage. 

You might follow the plan of having 
your general opening preceded by a pri- 
vate one, to which a large number can 
be asked by invitation under letter post- 
age. People who receive such invitations 
are apt to feel that a little distinction has 
been conferred on them, and those who 
are missed in the inviting are not likely to 
feel offended where the function is of this 
sort. Your inquiry as to the distribution 
of circulars you will find answered else- 
where. 








PRIZE ADVERTISEMENT. 


The AMERICAN DRUGGIST 
offers a prize of One Dollar, each 
issue, for the best retail druggist’s ad- 
vertisement. The prize is this time 
awarded to John R. Thompson, 
Allegheny, Pa. 




















Editor Business Hints: 

The enclosed folder was distributed from house 
to house and did a world of goo I also en- 
close a circular which I placed jin envelopes 
with a pad of R blanks and sent to all of the 
local physicians. Would be pleased to have 
you criticise both. 


Allegheny, Pa. 

One of the folders is awarded the prizy 
this time. Mr. Thompson says it did 
him a world of good. I believe he is 
mistaken. I have never before known a 
circular of the merit of this one to bring 
any such decided results. If a rush for 
soda water or drugs followed its distri- 
bution I think this circular must have 
reaped the fruits of previous advertising. 
It is not a circular calculated to bring 
immediate results, it is not a specially 
good circular of its kind. It would do 
well enough as one small link in an ad- 
vertising chain, but it is too general in 
its character to bring noticeable results 
in most places. 

It was considered the best ad. sub- 
mitted for this issue, and its neat and at- 
tractive appearance had much to do with 
its winning. It was printed in two colors 
on heavy enameled stock. One of the 
paragraphs appeared on each of the four 
pages of the folder and there was an 
ample border of white space. The folder 
was neat enough to secure a reading and 
will create a good impression, which is 
all that could ordinarily be expected from 
it. Any ad. that induces a favorable 
opinion as to an advertiser or his goods is 
a good ad., though not necessarily a very 
good one. 

The circular to physicians is poor. It 
is lacking in tact and suitable argument. 
The first paragraph affords a text on 
which a dignified, earnest and persuasive 
address could have been founded. I as- 
sume that the record made is an unusually 
good one and there must be something 
back of it. 

Attention should have been focused on 
the record instead of being led away from 
it by the introduction of extraneous mat- 
ter which detracts from the dignity and 
weight of the circular. The third para- 
graph is particularly unfortunate and is 
better calculated to drive away than to 
attract a physician. 

et Ft 


A Universal Ad. 


E. A. Fryer, Branchville, N. J., sub- 
mits an ad., presumably in the prize con- 
test, but it cannot be entered as the con- 
ditions require that all ads. shall have 
been used and must be sent in printed 
form, while this is manuscript. 

This writer’s attitude should be 
changed. He pays more attention to the 
sound and appearance of his ad. than to 
his argument. It is so arranged that the 
side heads will read “Money Will Talk,” 
while the ad. proper is the old story about 
best goods for least money. This ad. 
would fit any mercantile business 
on earth without the change of a letter. 


Joun R. THOMPSON. 
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It is a universal ad. There is nothing 
about it to mark it as a drug store ad., 
much less an ad. that applies to a par- 
ticular drug store. 

Write ads. that fit your own business 
and no other. If they are so general in 
character as to permit of their being 
adopted by other lines of business, they 
are apt to be poor ads. 








Free 
Presents 


In our latest Cut-Price Drug 
and Patent Medicine Cat- 
alogue. 











ITISA 
REVELATION. 











One copy sent free to each 
family—Call or write for it. 


Lewis & Co., 


Cut-Price Druggists, 
130 Portland St., BOSTON. 
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A Live Advertiser. 

Andrew R. Cunningham, Detroit, Mich., 
is doing some first-rate advertising these 
days. His ads. are written in the style of, 
and probably by, a well-known specialist. 
They are all right at any rate. The latest 
specimen is a fireworks circular, unique 
in shape, rather noisy as to colors, and 
bound to be examined. It was evidently 
distributed through the mails. Here is a 
sample of the contents: 


The... . 
Glorious Fourth 


is a dismal failure without fireworks. 
The boys have one delicious oppor- 
tunity of making all the noise they 
want to, and their elders evidently 
measure their own patriotism by the 
amount of assistance they render. 

I have prepared a stock of noise that 
would supply a dozen thunderstorms, 
and illumination enough to light all 
Detroit. All the old favorites are 
here, and many new freaks—all indus- 
trious noise-makers. Get your sup- 
ply here. The prices are very low; 
more noise for the money than ever 
before. See them in my window. 








Prize Winners Wanted. 

I know of a score of druggists who 
can write ads. equal to or better than those 
which have received awards. I fear that 
modesty is keeping some of these out of 
the competition; I have reason to know 
that they read this department. Send 
in your ads. Ads. on specific subjects, 
definite lines of goods or specialties have 
the best chance to win. 
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Drug-Store Yarns. 


TOLD AFTER BUSINESS HOURS— NEW PRESCRIPTIONS 
FOR WEARY DRUGGISTS. 


Anecdotes of the Comic, Humorous or Pathetic Side of Drug-Store Life Are 
Solicited for This Column—For Accepted Articles Payment Will be Made. 























HOW PROVIDENCE WATCHES 


OVER ITS FAVORITES, 
By M. Quap. 


“Yes, I think Providence keeps an eye 
on the drug-store man,” said the proprie- 
tor of the corner pharmacy as he locked 
the door after the last customer and sat 
down for a smoke before going home. 
“There is such a thing as luck, of course, 
but some of the escapes I have had must 
be attributed to a power higher than luck. 
The queerest thing in all my career hap- 
pened with my very first prescription. I 
had secured a place as prescription clerk, 
and within half an hour after taking off 
my hat I substituted morphine for quin- 
ine. It’s no use to ask how I made such 
a blunder, and it’s no use for me to try 
to explain. I did it with my eyes wide 
open, and it was an hour before I made 
the discovery. That prescription had gone 
to a woman about half a mile from the 
store. There was just one chance in a 
thousand that I would be in time, and I 
made a run for it. You can’t guess what 
saved me. The husband had come for 
the medicine, and on his way home a bug 
flew into his eye and he spent half an 
hour in a drug store getting the insect 
out. I overhauled him at his own gate. 
In that town were 400,000 pairs of human 
eyes. There was one bug flying around. 
That the bug should have steered clear of 
all the other eyes and plumped into that 
husband’s left optic at precisely the right 
time to delay him to the precise minute 
was surely more than luck, as you must 
admit.” 

I admitted it, and after a breathing- 
spell the druggist continued: 

“Take that case where I sold strychnine 
for Epsom salts. A farmer comes in and 
asks for salts. They were within three 
feet of where I was standing, and yet I 
go to a drawer, get the key of the poison 
case, and calmly put him up ten grains of 
strychnine! I remembered later on that he 
seemed surprised at not getting more bulk 
for his money, but he made no kick. He 
had been gone for hours when it suddenly 
flashed across my brain that I had made 
a mistake. For a minute I was like one 
frozen stiff. Then I flew to a livery stable, 
hired a horse and buggy, and for five 
miles I kept the poor animal under the 
whip. It was 10 o’clock at night when 1 
reached the farmhouse and pounded on 
the door. The farmer opened it himself, 
and in one hand he held that dose mixed 
up in a tea cup. He was about to swal- 
low it when my arrival prevented. I 
knocked the cup from his hand and then 
sank down in a swoon, and I dimly re- 
—* of hearing him call out to his 
wife: 





“ ‘Say, Martha, come here and see what 
in thunder ails this fellow! I guess them 
drug-store smells have got into his head 
and set him crazy!’ ” 

“But farmers generally go to bed at 9 
o'clock,” I protested, “and you were a 
full hour behind time.” 

“Yes, I know,” replied the druggist, 
“but you haven’t heard all. He’d have 
been in bed at nine, after taking the dose, 
but a barrel of new cider he had in the 
cellar exploded and wrecked things, and 
he had just got through looking for the 
bung-hole to preserve as a curiosity. 
Should you ever see fit to write this in- 
cident up for the paper I would suggest 
that you head it: ‘Saved by a Bung-Hole, 
or The Careless Druggist and the Busted 
Cider Bar’l.’ 

I looked at the druggist for five min- 
utes, but he did not flinch under my gaze. 
When he had given me time to digest the 
story he went on: 

“And take that case of the millionaire’s 
daughter—there was surely Providence in 
that. She had fallen in love with a poor, 
but worthy young man, but the purse- 
proud father would not listen to a mar- 
riage. He said that he would slay her 
with his own hand before any son-of-a- 
cooper should call him father-in-law, and 
he went and bought a new crow-bar that 
she might know he meant business. In 
this emergency the girl determined to 
take her own life. She entered the store 
and asked for laudanum, and she was so 
perturbed and upset that I suspected the 
truth. It was not my business to dis- 
suade her, however, as I was getting ten 
per cent from the undertaker on the cor- 
ner for all business I could throw in his 
way. I intended, however, to put her up 
a bottle of paregoric, and she had been 
gone an hour when the horrible thought 
came to me that I had given her carbolic 
acid instead. A moment’s investigation 
settled all doubt, and I clapped on my hat 
and started for her father’s house. I ex- 
pected to hear her agonized screams a 
block away, but all was quiet. As I reach- 
ed the gate I looked for doctors, but none 
were around. With my heart in my 
mouth I dashed up the steps and was 
about to pull the bell when a servant 
opened the door. She had the bottle in 
her hand. As I panted for breath, unable 
to utter a word, she recognized me and 
said: 

““Oh, it’s you, Mr. Parker? Well, Miss 
Clyde is all ready to die, but she don’t 
like the smell of this stuff. I was going 
down to the store to ask if you wouldn’t 
give her skunk’s oil in exchange!’ 

“Not one suicide in a thousand stops to 
smell the contents of the bottle,” said the 
druggist, as I turned away from him in 
despair. 


“She was the exception. Her good 
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taste in not wanting to leave a bad smell 
behind her was what saved me. Had she 
rushed to her death, her rich and power- 
ful father would never have let up until 
he had ruined me. You must acknowl- 
edge that the hand of Providence was in 
it bigger than a wind-mill.” 

I neither admitted nor denied, and there 
was an air of injured innocence in the 
demeanor of the druggist as he presently 
observed: 

“Oh, well, I hardly expected you to 
grasp the full sentiment of it, and am only 
a trifle disappointed. Let me relate one 
more case. A newspaper man comes into 
the store one evening and asks for a 
Dover’s powder. How I managed to put 
up a dose of arsenic instead is one of 
those things we puzzle over for a life- 
time and never solve. I rushed for his 
house as soon as I discovered my awful 
error, and if it is possible for the human 
hair to stand on end mine was in that 
condition as I sped along the street. There 
was not one chance in a million that I 
would be in time, but it was another case 
of Providence. He had gone straight 
home to take the powder and go to bed, 
but as he mixed it his eye fell on an 
article in an opposition paper wherein he 
was spoken of as an ass and an idiot. 
He was mad, of course, and he sat down 
to write a reply. He was just finishing 
it as my ring alarmed the house. That is, 
he had characterized his esteemed con- 
temporary as a thief, robber, liar, incen- 
diary and born fool, and was about to 
add that he could lick him with one hand 
tied behind him and add three exclama- 
tion points !!! He had two of those 
points made when I rang. Another in- 
stant and he would have added the third 
and tossed off the fatal dose. Would you 
call that luck, sir, or would you lay it to 
a higher power?” 4 

“T’d call it lying!’ I said as I rose 





to go. 

“Well, I dunno—I dunno!” sighed the 
druggist as he turned the key and let me 
out. 








Injections of Perfume. 


The origin of the new fad of injecting 
perfumes into the system is told in this 
way. A morphinomaniac was called sud- 
denly to Russia. She had not time to 
lay in a provision of her favorite drug. 
But a complacent doctor promised to 
send it after her. He did so. But the 
Russian custom house would not let it 
pass. The paternal Government of Rus- 
sia forbids the importation of morphine 
unless by chemists. The morphinomaniac 
as a substitute tried essence of violets. 
She remembered that an infusion of vio- 
lets is soporific. She made her subcutan- 
eous injection with a Pravas syringe. She 
fell asleep, and to her great surprise 
awoke in a perspiration, smelling like a 
bed of violets. 


The New Woman in France. 


Mme. Helena Gaboriau broke the rec- 
ord recently by obtaining the degree of 
dcctor of medicine. She obtained her 
pharmacist’s diploma several years ago. 
This is in itself worthy of note, but is 
rendered the more remarkable by the fact 
that her husband is also both a pharma- 
cist and a doctor. In France the former 
requires six years’ study and the latter five 
years, making a minimum of twenty-two 
years for this married coupie to prepare 
for the battle of life. 
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RETAIL DRUGGISTS AROUSED. 





Action of the Indiana Pharmaceutical Association Provokes 
a Spirited Reply from Dr. R. Y. Pierce. 





NEW NATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF RETAIL DRUGGISTS 
TO BE FORMED. 





The Call Sent Out. 


. 


OLLOWING closely on the action taken by the Iowa Pharmaceu- 
tical Association, reported in the previous number of the AMERI- 
can Druacist, the Chicago Retail Druggists’ Association has gone 

far beyond the purpose of the Iowa Association, and will strive to make 
effective the protests of the retail druggists of the country by sending a 
special delegation of members to St. Louis to meet there with the Nat- 
ional Wholesale Druggists’ Association and the Proprietary Association 
of America at the annual gatherings 
next, “to the end,” as the call sets forth, “that the protest of the retail 
drug trade against the action of the manufacturers in shifting the burden 
of the stamp tax upon the shoulders of the retailers may be made effect- 


” 


of these associations in October 


ive.’ A movement will be inaugurated at this meeting for the creation of 
a permanent national organization of retail druggists to promote the in- 


terests of its members. 


The text of the resolutions adopted by the Chi- 


cago Retail Druggists’ Association to secure the end in view is given 
below, together with the resolutions adopted by the Indiana Pharmaceu- 
tical Association and the reply thereto by Dr. R. V. Pierce, the former 
president of the Proprietary Association of America. 





RESOLUTIONS OF CHICAGO ACTION OF THE INDIANA ASSO- 


RETAIL DRUGGISTS’ ASSO- 
CIATION. 


Whereas, The recent advance of prices by many 
manufacturers of proprietary and patented pre- 
parations is but one more instance of the ad- 
vantage taken of the retail drug trade by reason 
of its present inability to act through a united 
and centralized influence for the protection of its 
commercial interests; and, 

Whereas, The action taken by many State and 
local detail druggists’ organizations in every sec- 
tion of the country is unanimously favorable 
to united action in protesting against this latest 
imposition on the retailers; and, 

Whereas, The members of the Chicago Retail 
Druggists’ Association are united in urging that 
some step be taken to secure relief from this 
and other wrongs suffered by the retail drug- 
gists, the Executive Board of the said Asso- 
ciation, called in special session to consider 
means of relief, after a thorough canvass of the 
condition of the retail drug trade at the present 
time, adopts the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That in accordance with the ex- 
pressed sentiment of the retail druggists of Chi- 
cago, the Chicago Retail Druggists’ Association 
appoint a special committee of fifteen to prepare 
and issue an invitation to the State and local re- 
tail druggists’ associations of the United States, 
requesting their co-operation in holding a dele- 
gate convention in St. Louis, October 17, 1898, at 
the same time as the annual meeting of the Na- 
tional Wholesale Druggists’ Association and ot 
the meeting of the Proprietary Association of 
America, to the end that the protest of the retail 
drug trade against the action of the manufac- 
turers in shifting the burden of the stamp tax 
upon the shoulders of the retailers may be made 
Ghactives and, further, 

Resolved, That being firmly convinced the pres- 
ent is a particularly auspicious time for the estab- 
lishment of a permanent national organization ot 
retail druggists which shall promote the com- 
mercial interests of its members, we recommend 
to the said committee the inauguration of a move- 
ment and the formulation of plans for the creation 
of such a national body at the proposed meeting 
in St. Louis. 

Adopted at a meeting held in the Tremont 
House, Chicago, Aug. 1898. 

T. V. Wooten, President. 
Joun S. Horrincer, Secretary. 


CIATION. 
MANUFACTURERS ASKED TO STOP SUPPLYING CUTTERS, 


Whereas, It has come to our notice as mem- 
bers of this Association, endeavoring to earn a 
living by honest and upright business methods, 
that many manufacturers of proprietary reme- 
dies, and also a number of pharmaceutical 
chemists, are furnishing their remedies and 
pharmaceutical products to so-called cut-rate 
druggists and department stores; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That we request such manufacturers 
of medicine, and pharmaceutical chemists, to 
furnish their products to the trade only through 
regularly recognized wholesale druggists; and, 
be it further 

Resolved, That we pledge our united and ear- 
nest support and patronage to such jobbers, 
manufacturers and chemists as heed this, our 
just request, and thereby aid us in keeping our 
business upon an honorable and satisfactory 
basis. 

August 12, 1898. 





AN APPEAL TO MANUFACTURERS, 


Whereas, Certain manufacturers of patent medi- 
cines and proprietary articles, with evident in- 
tent to shift their burden of the war revenue tax 
upon the retailer, through advancing prices; and 

hereas, We believe they should reconsider 
their unjust and unpatriotic course, and deai 
fairly by those whose immediate connection with 
the consumer is necessary to the manufacturers’ 
ae and success; therefore be it 

Resolved, That we, the Indiana Pharmaceutical 
Association, in special session assembled, do ur- 
gently appeal to these manufacturers to recon- 
sider their action in advancing prices, and ask 
them to cheerfully assume the patriotic duty of 
paying the stamp tax, as it was evidently in- 
tended by Congress that they should do, and not 
place it upon the retailer, who is now carrying 
more than his share of the burden; and be it 
further 

Resolved, That we, as legitimate retail drug- 
gists, call the attention of these manufacturers to 
the fact that many of them have already added 
sufficiently to our woes by the encouragement 
given to “cut rate druggists” and “department 
stores,” and that while we do not threaten, we 
advise them to take note of the signs of the 
times, and that the long — retailer may 
be goaded beyond the point of further endur- 
ance, and that he in turn may discriminate most 


effectually against those who are antagonistic 
to his welfare. Be it further 
Resolved, That a committee be appointed by 
the chair to co-operate with other officers of the 
State Association to proceed at once to organ- 
ize local associations in all the counties of the 
State that do not have a local organization, for 
the purpose of carrying out the intent of the 
foregoing resolutions; and be it further 
Resolved, That the secretary be instructed to 
send a copy of these resolutions to all manufac- 
turers, and that we do extend our hearty co-op- 
eration to those manufacturers who are in sym- 
pathy with us, and who do not add to our burden 
by advancing prices, but bear their just propor- 
tion of the tax assessed. 
H. E. Stppons, Chairman. 
W. O. Gross, 
R. I. Eaps. 
August 12, 1898. 


DR. PIERCE TAKES UP THE 
GAUNTLET. 


Replies to the Druggists of Indiana. 


Dr. R. V. Pierce’s reply to the circu- 
lars issued by the Indiana Pharmaceutical 
Association reflects so well the views 
of many manufacturers of proprietary 
medicines, himself being one of the larg- 
est, that we give it in full. It is dated 
Buffalo, August 20, 1898, and is addressed 
to A. Timberlake, secretary of the Asso- 
ciation, at Indianapolis. It reads: 


We have your two circulars dated Aug. 12, 
1898, containing copies of the resolutions adopt- 
ed by your Associatiori at a special session held 
August 10. 

The first of these resolutions addressed to 
“Manufacturers of Proprietary Remedies—furn- 
ishing their remedies—to so-called cut-rate drug 
gists and department stores,” is as follows: 

“Resolved, That we request such manufactur- 
ers of medicine to furnish their products to the 
trade only through recognized wholesale drug- 
gists. 

To this we reply, that it has been the steadfast 
policy and practice of this house to protect the 
legitimate retailer in every way possible. We 
have never sold to cut-rate druggists or to de- 
partment stores. That they obtain our medi- 
cines is due to practices and methods as entirely 
beyond our cognizance as they are beyond our 
control. 


THE WAYS OF THE CUTTER. 


We have spent many thousands of dollars ane 
much painstaking labor in earnest endeavors to 
keep our preparations out of the hands of ag- 
gressive, advertising cutters, and we exceedingly 
regret to be obliged to acknowledge that while 
our efforts have sometimes met with some meas- 
ure of success in certain localities, yet in others 
the poomenes cutters manage, by hook or by 
crook, in round-about and devious ways, to ob‘ 
tain our remedies in spite of all our earnest 
efforts to have their sale confined to legitimate 
channels only. 


RETAILERS, TAKE HEED! 


In view of the general tenor of your circular, 
we can only hope that the attitude of the retail 
trade may not compel us to depart from a policy 
to which we haye so faithfully and_ steadfastly 
adhered in the interest of the retailers for so 
many years. 

The preamble to the second resolution charges 
the manufacturers with being “‘unjust and un- 
patriotic,” in that they have increased the prices 
- their medicines to cover the war tax, and re- 
solve 

“That we, the Indiana Pharmaceutical Asso- 
ciation, in special session assembled, do urgently 
appeal to these manufacturers to reconsider theit 
action in advancing prices, and ask them to 
cheerfully assume the patriotic duty of paying 
the stamp tax, as it was evidently ia « by 
Congress that they should do, and not place it 
upon the retailer, who is now carrying more than 
his share of the burden.” 


THE CHARGE OF LACK OF PATRIOTISM, 


The assumption of this resolution, that Con- 
gress intended the tax on proprietary medicines 
to fall on the manufacturer, has arrayed against 
it the precedent and practice, not of our nation 
alone, but of the leading nations of the world, 
The charge of lack of patriotism is as uncalled 
for as it is unwarranted by the actual facts. 
Why should Congress single out one tax in es- 
pecial and make its operation unique and dis- 
tinct from that of every other similar tax ever 
levied or collected? 

It is the intent in the collection of the present 
war tax, as it is in all similar taxes, that the 
consumer should pay the tax, thus distributing 
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a burden fairly and equitably among the public 


at large. That this is the intent of the law is 
obvious. 
(A) ‘In the very principle which governs tax- 


ation, it is the intent that taxes shall not 
be levied on the actual necessities of daily 
life, but upon those articles which are extra 
to the common, every-day need. No tax on 
bread would be thought of for an instant, 
because the baker does not pay the tax, but 
the buyer, and the tax would be a hardship 
on millions. A tax on salt, too, would falf 
heaviest on the poor, to whom it is an es- 
sential commodity and would not therefore 
be considered by the modern political econo- 
mist. In all taxation it is kept in view as 
a fundamental principle that the consumer 
pays the tax, and the proof of this is that 
the articles selected for taxation are chosen 
in accordance with that principle. 

That it is the intent that the consumer 
should pay the tax is manifest in the general 
operation of the revenue law. There is a 
tax on telegrams. Who pays it? The man 
who buys the right to use the wires of the 
telegraph company—the consumer. The same 
is true of the express companies. They 
charge the tax to the public at large. When 
the added tax was placed on tobacco, the 
price of cigars and cigarettes at once went 
up. The retailer paid more, but he charged 
the extra cost at once to the consumer, who 
paid more for his cigar, and so paid the tax. 
(C) That we are acting within the intent and 

purpose of the law is evident, by the interpre- 

tation given to similar laws in this country, 
in England, and other countries. ’ 

It has been well held that taxes should al- 
ways fall on the consumer, on the broad 
principle that every one is a consumer, ana 
only a few are producers, and so the tax 
becomes a tax on the whole nation, and not 
upon any special class of persons. In_ all 
cases where the tax is one of long standing 
and permanence, it is necessarily reckoned as 
among the fixed charges of any firm doin 
business in the merchandise so taxed, an 
the amount of the tax is added to the price ot 
the goods as a part of the original cost. 


RELATION OF COST TO PRICE. 


But were it otherwise, the adding of the 
amount of the tax on proprietary medicines to 
the selling price would be a necessity from a 
purely commercial viewpoint. The selling price 
of our wares is based on the cost of the pro- 
duct, the expense of manufacture, the cost ot 
the conduct of the business, the amount of risk, 
and the large expense of publishing and popu- 
larizing these remedies in order to create a sale 
on which the retailer shares the profits without 
sharing the risk or cost oi the advertising. Any 
firm going into any kind of business which in- 
volved the payment of the stamp tax, woula 
figure that tax as part of the cost of its goods, 
and base its price to the trade accordingly. It 
would be a necessity to do this. The man who, 
is making his price, left out an element of cost 
would soon be out of business. : 

But if this is a necessity to a man just start- 
ing in business, is it not equally necessary to a 
man established in business? As a matter of 
fact, it is and must be so, and the advance. of 
our prices was not an arbitrary transaction 
prompted by greed, but was, in fact, a real com- 
mercial necessity. 


(B) 


EFFECT OF SUBSTITUTION, ETC. 


A tax amounting to very nearly 6 per cent 
of our gross sales could not be ignored. In fact 
it is more than our net profits have amounted 
to in some years, figured on the gross business 
transacted. We have stated in a recent circular 
to the retail trade that we had contemplated an 
advance in the price of our goods before the 
war tax was proposed or anticipated. The price 
of our one dollar preparations had for years 
been $7.75 per dozen. We had decided that it 
would be necessary to advance the price to $8 
per dozen. The tax came, and we advanced our 
price to $8.25 per dozen. In years past, when 
competition was far less, when it cost much less 
than it does to-day to keep up an active de- 
mand for our medicines from the retail druggist 
through liberal expenditures in advertising, when 
substitution, which is so extensively practicec 
to-day, was scarcely thought of—the former pricé 
of $7.75 paid us a far greater net profit than we 
are now able to realize out of our advanced price 
of $8 This is due to the unfavorable trade 
conditions prevailing, and for which we do nor 
feel that we oe be held responsible. The 
retail druggist is not the only one whose former 
profits have had to give way to the new trade 
conditions. Manufacturers are sufferers as well, 
as_we have already pointed out. 

f the new conditions have come to stay, as 
many believe, then it seems to us that both 


manufacturers and dealers must adapt themselves 
to the new order of things, submit gracefully, 
to some reduction in their former profits, and 
try to bear their misfortune with becoming 
equanimity. 


THE PROFIT AT FULL RETAIL PRICES, 


Even at our advanced price of $8.25 per dozen, 
supposing the freight should cost the retailer on 
an average 25 cents a dozen, making the total 
cost to him $8.50 per dozen, in sections where our 
one-dollar preparations sell at the full price, the 
dealer still makes a net profit of a little better 
than 40 per cent. This, while not fully up to 
what we would be pleased to see druggists real- 
izing on our products, will, nevertheless, com- 
pare favorably with the profits enjoyed by mer- 
chants in other lines a trade. We must not 
lose sight of the fact that while there is a larger 
volume of business being transacted to-day in 
this country than ever before, yet it is being 
handled on much smaller margins of profit than 
in former years. Both manufacturers and deal- 
ers in every line of trade have to submit to re- 
ductions of profits formerly enjoyed. In sec- 
tions where cutting prevails dealers generally 
have been able to advance the selling price on 
our goods by as much or more than the actual 
advance in cost to them; and it is a curious fact 
that the dealers in those sections where cutting 
prevails are not the ones who complain gf our 
moderate advance in the price of our goods. It 
comes chiefly from those who are and have been 
able to command the full retail prices estab- 
lished by the mianufacturer. While we have al- 
ways opposed cutting of prices by every means 
and feasible plan in our power to exercise or 
carry out, it would seem an anomalous condition 
if we should suffer in the esteem of those who 
have always been able to get full dollar prices 
for our dollar preparations, while our action is 
not condemned or criticised by those who have 
not for years been able to realize full prices om 
our and other preparations. 

It must be patent to all that every successful 
proprietary medicine manufacturer in fixing his 
prices is obliged to take into account the sharper 
competition of to-day as compared with the past, 
the greater cost per bottle of marketing his 
products owing to increased cost of advertising, 
and the disposition on the part of some dealers 
to substitute other articles for his, after he has 
induced the customer to call upon the druggist 
for his products. 


OBJECTS TO BEING SINGLED OUT FOR TAXATION, 


We have been charged with evading the war 
tax, but we pay that tax, as consumers, on every 
telegram we send, on every check we draw, on 
every express package we send out, on every 
taxable article we purchase. We pay this gen- 
eral tax in common with all. Why should we be 
singled out for a special tax disproportioned in 
every way tc cur profits and opposed to the 
very principle of taxation? 

When we say “disproportionate to our profits” 
we are aware that our statement is liable to be 
called in question. Exaggerated ideas seem to 
be quite generally entertained as to the profits 
enjoyed by the manufacturers of proprietary 
medicines. 

There is no business which demands a greater 
risk of capital in such large sums than the 
manufacturing and marketing of proprietary 
medicines. Sums of hundreds of thousands of 
dollars have been put out to establish a medicine 
and make a market for it, and when a half 
million dollars had been spent the tide was only 
turning. In other and numerous cases it never 
did turn, and fortunes have been sunk in fruit- 
less advertising. 

The great mistake lies in this: That the popular 
eye is focused on the few shining examples ot 
success, where courage, thrift, forethought and 
good judgment, coupled with an article or 
articles of superior merit, have at last won a 
stable commercial footing. - 


THE AVERAGE LIFE OF A PROPRIETARY MEDICINE, 


How many such firms are there? You can 
count them easily. Count then the years that 
they have been engaged in business against the 
fact that the average life of a proprietary medi- 
cine is but two years, and you may begin to gain 
some idea of the wrecks that have gone down 
in that sea of risk, carrying with them more gold 
than Spain’s galleons carried in the days when 
she freighted fleets with the precious metals. 

We believe our friends, the retailers, have 
been misled in large part, by the artful cries of 
designing persons, who swell up with patriot- 
ism because they think there is an extra dollar 
in it for them. i 


THE PATRIOT FOR REVEMUE ONLY 


is not a novelty. It is a fine thing to see a 
manufacturer whose price was always $8, against 
our price of $7.50, strike an attitude and say: 
“Behold, a patriot! I don’t put my price up! 
Buy my goods, which are just as good as any 
and are pure red, white and blue patriotic ar- 
ticles!” Patriotism of that kind has corrupted 
courts, sold out armies and ruined nations. It 
is a patriotism eternally associated with the 
names of Judas and Benedict Arnold. Having 
prostituted the national flag to his base purpose 
of forcing his nasty, sloppy, syphilitic syrup 
down the throats of the American people, the 
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proprietor of that article would do well to seek 


the seclusion of the forest and spend the re- 
mainder of his days with that other self-ac- 
claimed patriot in digging his ‘‘swamp-root.” 


THE FEW WHO HAVE NOT ADVANCED PRICES, 


t is an interesting fact that the few proprie- 
tors who have not found it necessary to advance 
prices, and who are so frantically waving the 
American Flag to attract attention to their dis- 
interested patriotism, are those the sale ot 
whose preparations, as is well known to the 
trade, had either from lack of intrinsic merii 
in the articles themselves, or for the want of en- 
terprise and push on the part of the proprietors, 
or possibly a little of both, are pretty well run 
down. The hope of reviving their fast waning 
fortunes and prestige by a grand flourish of 
flags and posing as patriots will scarcely deceive 
anybody. Possibly a few impressionable deal- 
ers may be misled thereby and be induced to 
get down a few old, dusty, fly-specked, shop- 
worn packages of their goods, a long time since 
charged up to profit and loss as dead stock, 
and endeavor to ‘“‘push” them off to some un- 
wary customer, and thus may self-acclaimed 
patriotism have its reward. 

It must not be overlooked, either, that these 
ante-war prices of our little band of self-sacri- 
ficing patriots were higher than ours are after 
the advance. Had we been accustomed to re- 
ceive $8.50, $8.75 or $9 per dozen for our dollar 
preparations, we, too, could well have afforded 
to let well enough alone, but, unfortunately, we 
were not in that position. 


REGRETS THE DISCGRD, 


In conclusion we desire to say, that while we 
are not able to grant the concession in the prices 
of our goods that is asked, for reasons already 
stated, we at the same time most sincerely re- 
gret the discord which has come to mar our 
many years of close and pleasant relations with 
retail druggists of this country. 

We have stood by them so long and so stead- 
fastly, through fair and through foul, sparing 
neither time nor money in their behalf, that it 
touches us somewhat closely to be made a 
party to charges which seem to us both ungen- 
erous and unjust. 

We can but hope that a calmer view of the 
question at issue, together with a recollection of 
some of our efforts in the past in the retailers’ 
behalf, may restore the friendly feelings which 
we have always sought to deserve, and the loss 
of which we should so sincerely regret. 

Very respectfully yours, 

Wor.p’s DispENSARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 

R. V. Pierce, Pres. 


CONDEMNED IN ST. LOUIS. 


Ata meeting of the St. Louis Apothe- 
caries’ Association, held on August 6th, 
the following resolutions were unanim- 
ously adopted: 


Whereas, We recognize that emerggncies in 
the affairs of Government arise when it is neces- 
sary that the revenue shall be increased, and 
consequently that additional taxes shall be im- 
posed upon the people; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That it is the duty of patriotic citi- 
zens,’ individually and collectively, to give 
cheerful amass to any law for such purpose 
which our Representatives in Congress assem- 
bled have in their wisdom seen fit to enact; 

Resolved, That we indignantly protest against 
the attitude assumed toward a just regulation 
by many manufacturers of patent and proprie- 
tary medicines, men with whom we have more 
or less intimate trade relations, but in whom, 
however, the patriotic impulse to support the 
Government which protects them and gives them 
special privileges is entirely lacking. 

Resolved, That in their overreaching selfish- 
ness, evidenced by the advance in prices ot 
their products, not only evade a moderate 
tax imposed upon them, but also to increase 
their profits two or three times the amount o 
this tax, they deserve the condemnation of ali 
good citizens, 

Resolved, That the arguments used by some 
that the revised and advanced prices are cal- 
culated to benefit the retail dealer are labored, 
evasive and prove nothing except that the pa- 
triotism of a selfish and narrow minded man 
vanishes as soon as he is asked to establish it 
in_a concrete and substantial way. 

Resolved, That those manufacturers who say 
“We pay the tax,” they who by doing their plain 
and simple duty have brought themselves in 
strong contrast with the ones whose course we 
condemn, are entitled to receive our indorsement 
and support, and that our future hearty co-op- 
eration with them is hereby pledged. 

: . Goon, 
oun H. ALLEN, 
Sor. Borum, 
Committee. 
H. F. Hasseprock, Secretary. 
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LIVELIHOOD IN JEOPARDY, SAYS 
NORTH CAROLINA. 


At Durham, on August 10th, the 
North Carolina Pharmaceutical Asso- 
ciation took the action indicated in the 
following resolutions: 


Believing that dire misfortune awaits the re- 
tail druggists unless prompt and decisive steps 
are taken to prevent the loss which will result 
from the greed of certain manufacturers of pat- 
ent medicines and proprietary articles, I submit 
for local consideration and adoption the follow- 
ing preamble and resolutions which, with slight 
variations, are being adopted in many communi- 
ties in different States: 

Whereas, Many manufacturers have advancec 
the prices of patent medicines and _pro- 
prietary articles, not only to the extent of the 
tax required for the same, but demand a profit 
upon their investment in stamps, and force 
upon the retailer more than his share of the war 
tax burden; therefore, be it 

Resolved, 1st, That we feel that such manufac- 
turers are not our friends and by such action 
have forfeited the support and confidence of the 
retail druggists throughout the land. 

Resolved, 2d, That we, the undersigned retail 
GEOGGIMES OY 35500605505%0% .. Promise and agree 
that after we will, as far as 
practicable, discontinue carrying in stock, and 
will in every way discourage the purchase by 
our customers of the remedies and preparations 
of all manufacturers who have advanced their 
prices to such an extent as to prevent the res 
tailer from making a fair profit; and suggest the 
following wholesale prices as affording only a 
legitimate profit to the dealer who pays his bills 
and conducts his business upon correct business 
principles: 
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Resolved, 3d, That we will discontinue ana 
suppress in every way in our power the distri- 
bution of advertising matter of such manufactur- 
ers. 

Resolved, 4th, That some manufacturers have 

shown commendable liberality and good busi- 
ness policy by allowing a sufficient margin ot 
profit and assuming the entire cost of revenue 
stamps, thereby entitling them to the hearty 
support of tne retail druggists, 
_ I hope you will immediately take an interest 
in and act upon this matter, making an earnest 
ae for our rights against the greed and avarice 
of those who are putting our livelihood in jeop- 
ardy. Please have the retail druggists of your 
city sign or adopt the foregoing resolutions, and 
advise me promptly of any action that may be 
taken in your community, so that publicity may 
be given to it through the drug journals or 
otherwise. It is hoped and believed that every 
retail drug organization in the country will 
adopt similar resolutions within a short time. 

Yours respectfully, 

W. A. YeEarBy, Pres. N. C. P. A. 


A VOICE FROM SAN JOSE, CAL. 


The druggists of San Jose, Cal., united 
in the following round robin to a manu- 
facturer: 


The undersigned desire to express to you their 
appreciation of the considerate way in which— 
under cover of the war tax—you have advancea 
the —" price of your preparations. We here- 
by agree from this date to discontinue selling 
your preparations until such time as you show, 
by reducing your prices, that you mean to treat 
the retailer with some degree of fairness. It will 
not be difficult to sell other preparations instead 
of yours, and this we will do and endeavor by ali 
means in our power to get other druggists to 
do the same. 


SAN FRANCISCO RETAILERS COM- 
BINE. 


A large meeting of retail druggists was held 
August 16 in San Francisco, attended by about 
one hundred of the leading druggists of the city. 
The meeting was called upon the invitation ot 
Julien L. Waller, of Waller Brothers, who was 
elected chairman. D. M. Fletcher was chosen 
secretary. 

On opening the meeting Mr. Waller stated that 
the object of the gathering was to consult upon 
existing conditions in the drug trade, and to 
devise means, if possible, to better the present 
aspect of the business, by united action of all 
the retail druggists in the city. He said that 
the movement was inaugurated for the purpose 


of making every effort to restore prices of pro- 
prietary drugs to a profitable basis, as at present 
prices in all such articles were cut to such an 
extent that retailers could not possibly make a 
living. The time had arrived, he said, when it 
became imperative to do something to save the 
trade from ruination. 

To effect a permanent organization the fol- 
lowing committees were appointed to submit a 
plan and confer with the price-cutting druggists: 
Executive Committee, Henry Morrison, H. D. 
Ladd, E. P. Gates, M. A. Bernheim, H. F. 
Wynne; Committee on Rules, B. Broemmel, C. 
L. Morgan, P. Flatow, Joseph Warren, Joseph 
A. Bright. 

The Executive Committee was instructed to 
call on the “cutters” and induce them to join 
the combination and end a ruinous competition. 
At the next meeting, which is to be called by 
the chair within a few days, the two committees 
are to report a plan of action and of organiza- 
tion. 


ORGANIZATION FORMED IN NATICK, MASS. 


The war tax has awakened the druggists ot 
Natick. An organization was recently completed 
with these officers: C. W. Perry, president; F. 
B. Twitchell, secretary. The main object of the 
association is to deal with the recent advance 
in patent medicines by manufacturers. This lo- 
cal movement culminating in organization seems 
to meet with favor in the eyes of the drug trade. 


ARE THE DRUG CLERKS OP- 
PRESSED IN NEW YORK? 





Vicious Campaign of the “Druggists’ 


League.” 


The “Druggists’ League for Shorter 
Hours” renews its campaign of defam- 
ation this season with a series of letters, 
news stories and alleged interviews in the 
newspapers, telling of the horrible condi- 
tion of the drug clerks employed in the 
drug stores of Greater New York. In 
these interviews and stories sent out by 
the press agent employed by the 
“League,” the changes are successively 
wrung on suicide, insanity, morphine- 
mania, with an occasional pathetic appeal 


for “a few encouraging words 
about the necessity of carrying 
on the agitation for shorter 


hours for druggists.’ Sometimes, like 
the late Mr. Wegg, who “dropped into 
poetry,’ the man employed by the 
“League” to fling mud at the druggists 
of New York becomes epigrammatic, and 
he sprinkles his defamatory communica- 
tions with a sentiment like “patients’ lives 
depend upon drug clerks’ skill’ and 
others. 

Attacking druggists is considered a fine 
method of increasing circulation, it being 
tried from time to time by all of the sen- 
sational newspapers. The “League” and its 
agent are evidently familiar with the read- 
iness of newspapers to attack druggists, 
who are considered a helpless lot any- 
way. The New York Journal, which far 
outranks any other New York news- 
paper in sensationalism, has taken up the 
cudgels in behalf of the “League,” and 
following the example set by the officers 
of the “League,” who are supposed to be 
druggists, outdoes them in telling its 
readers how “the modern drug store is in 
many cases as wide open a gate to men- 
tal and physical degradation as the low- 
est groggery of the slums.” ‘“Paresis, 
cirrhosis of the liver and diabetis” are 
caused by the various “poisons, narco- 
tics, intoxicants and nerve destroying 
stimulants sold under the guise of tonics 
or temperance drinks at the soda water 
fountains.” 

The following are samples of the com- 
positions which the “League” sends out 
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for publication in the newspapers through 
its delegate and press agent. Under date 
of August 9, 1898, he sent the following 
request to the city editors of the local 
newspapers: “Dear Sir: Kindly bring the 
enclosed news item to the attention of the 
readers of your valued paper.” This is 
the “news item”: 


The sub-committee, instructed by the executive 
committee of the Druggists’ League for Shorter 
Hours, to make inquiries into the causes of sud- 
den deaths of pharmacists, reports that as the 
conditions of life and work are almost identical 
in all the larger cities of the country, such fatal 
occurrences are happening all the time. It is 
very difficult to get a complete record of such 
cases, as they are only reported spasmodically 
by the drug trade papers. 

The meeting of the League to-night (Wednes- 
day), at No. 28 East Fourth screet, is. expected 
to throw more light on these cases. 

One of the suicides that happened on June 30, 
in Jersey City, was that of Ernest Jantzen, 
26 years old, who was addicted to the use of 
morphine. A similar case is that of Cezelus Kry- 
zonwski, which happened in Chicago ten days 
ago. A very large percentage of drug clerks are 
victims of the morphine, opium and cocaine 
habits. 

Every week cases of suicide and insanity are 
happening all over the country, and New York 
furnishes its due share and not much noise is 
made about them for obvious reasons. 

Here is a_ poser the drug clerks are asking 
themselves: Can a clerk who works for $7 a week 
salary from 6 a. m. to 1 a. m. in the new drug 
store at the corner of Pike and Henry streets, 
be expected or supposed to keep himself in- 
formed about new remedies, for instance? 

It will be remembered that the New York 
State Pharmaceutical Association a few days ago 
reported a list of 265 new remedies, among which 
occur such linguistic monsters as: Vanillin, para- 
phenetidin, paradiethoxyphenyl, diphenyl-amidine 
and para-amidometa-oxybenzoic acid, methyl- 
ester. 


At the same time the above communi- 
cation was received, the following letter 
came also, addressed to the managing 
editor: 


Dear Sir:—Will you kindly say a few encour- 
aging words about the necessity of carrying on 
the agitation for shorter hours for druggists? 

It seems that the case of the drug clerk now 
working in a store (lately opened) at the corner 
of Pike and Henry streets, from 6 a. m. to l 
a. m. for $7 per week, again emphasizes the sad 
and dangerous condition of things in this re- 
sponsible profession. 
oe lives depend upon the drug clerks’ 
skill! 

Very respectfully, 

Epwarp THIMME, Secretary. 


The Pharmaceutical Era sent a reporter 
to the drug store at the corner of Pike 
and Henry streets. According to the tes- 
timony of two young men who have been 
employed in the store for the past four 
years, and one of whom knew the store 
when it was first opened, six or seven 
years ago, no drug clerk has ever worked 
in it from 6 a. m. to 1 a. m. The store 
has not been opened before 7 a. m. At 
present it is in the hands of an enterpris- 
ing young firm named Levittan & Lipsett. 
Michael A. Levittan, one of the proprie- 
tors, and a graduate of the New York 
College of Pharmacy, when shown the 
letter written by Business Agent Thimme, 
said to the Era reporter: 

“That’s a Guggenheimer lie. I’ve been 
here four years, most of the time as clerk, 
and I know that no clerk ever worked 
those hours in this store. Now, my part- 
ner and myself do all our _ prescription 
work ourselves, andI can assure you we 
are not likely to work too long hours. We 
have no clerk except a junior, whose 
hours are easy and satisfactory to him.” 

The junior clerk corroborated the lat- 
ter statement about his working time. 

Druggists will hardly require to be 
warned against an organization which em- 
ploys such disreputable tactics as shown in 
the foregoing. 

















Army and Navy Notes. 


AN APOTHECARY AT KEY 











WEST. 
Boyce Elliott, apothecary at the Army General 
Hospital, Key West, Fla., whose portrait is 


shown herewith, is a graduate of the Philadelphia 
College of Pharmacy, class cf 1896. He is a na- 
tive of South Car- 
olina and was pres- 
ident of the South- 
ern Club of the P. 
C. P. during his 
term incollege. He 
served his appren- 
ticeship in the 
ag oo of Geo. 
. Evans, Phila- 
delphia, and is an 
experienced _ phar- 
macist. He was 
employed at the 
outbreak of the 
war in the_phar- 
macy of H. N. 
Fraser, Fifth ave- 
nue, New York, 
being senior pre- 
scription clerk. He 
was one of the first 
to respond to the 
President's call for 
volunteers and was 
enlisted as a naval 
apothecary on board 
the U. S. Receiving Ship Vermont, early in 
May. The American Drucoist’s staff reporter 
paid a visit to Apothecary Elliott aboard the 
Vermont, and described his experiences in 
the issue of June 10th last. Apothecary Elliott 
has innumerable friends and acquaintances in 




















New York and Philadelphia who will readily 
recognize him from the engraving. 
U.S. R.S. VERMONT, ' 


Navy Yard, N.Y.,June ith, 1898. § 
By order of the Bureau of Navigation you 
will proceed to Key West, tla., via Penn, 
R.w.,on June 11th, 1898 for duty there at the 
Army General Hospital, and report on your 
arrival to the commanding officer. 
Capt. Merrill Miller. U.S. N., 


Boyce Elliott, Commanding. 


Apothecary, U.S. NV. 

Together with some dozen other “re- 
cruities” to the Hospital Corps, U. S. 
N., I was very comfortably located in the 
Brooklyn navy yard on the “Ark,” as the 
old receiving ship Vermont is termed, 
awaiting an assignment, when the above 
order was handed to me. Now, what bus- 
iness had I, a naval apothecary, at an 
“army general hospital?” I had heard 
about the discomforts of service on a 
monitor, the delights of service on a first- 
class cruiser, the joys of service in a 
gilded stateroom on a converted yacht, 
the horrors of service on a crowded troop 
ship and the tedium of service on block- 
ade, but I had never heard anything about 
the service of a naval apothecary with an 
“army general hospital.” But in the 
navy it is not one’s business to ask ques- 
tions, but simply to obey. 

Boarding the midnight train at Jersey 
City on the same night I speeded down 
via a trunk line to its extreme limit at 
Miami on the Southeastern coast of Flor- 
ida, traveling first-class all the way, and 
arrived hot and tired after a journey of 
some thirty odd hours. 

I immediately boarded a steamer, and 
after sailing around Florida Cape, arrived 
at Key West on Tuesday at 3 o’clock, 
just sixty-three hours out from Jersey 
City. The little island of Key West was 
crowded with naval and military officers, 
and the harbor busy with row boats and 
launches flitting to and fro between the 
naval vessels lying at anchor. im- 
mediately boarded the flagship Lancaster 
and reported my arrival to Commodore 


‘the patients in the hospital 
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Remey and was ordered to report back 
on shore to Commander Forsyth, com- 
manding the Key West naval station. I 
reported to Commander Forsyth, and was 
ordered to present myself to the com- 
manding officer of the army general 
hospital. I was getting a little confused 
with this reporting and ordering, but I 
reported to the commanding officer, and 
I was at last told that my duties were to 
“make a daily report of admissions and 
discharges of naval patients and also a 
similar weekly report, only in triplicate, 
one copy of which must be sent to the 
Surgeon-General of the Navy, one to the 
fleet surgeon and one to Commodore 
Remey of the flagship Lancaster anchored 
in the bay.” 

I thus learned for the first time that my 
nautical aspirations were to receive a 
severe check, that instead of sailing the 
ocean blue on a stately man-o’-war, I was 
to become a mere “land lubber,” and that 
instead of bandaging wounded soldiers 
and capturing Spanish prisoners, I was 
to become for the nonce a sort of book- 
keeper with men instead of dollars as the 
subject of my entries. The situation was 
sufficiently novel, however, to a New 
York drug clerk to lend it some interest, 
and, having gotten my bearings, I secured 
the necessary blanks and filled them om 
with the names, complaints and ships of 
and soon 
— down into the routine of hospital 
ife. 

One of my pleasantest duties was to ac- 
company the ambulance from the hospital 
to the naval station and receive the pa- 
tients as they landed. While we had 
stretchers with the ambulance, we rarely 
had occasion to use them, as the men were 
seldom so ill as to be unable to walk. 
The pleasure of this portion of the duty 
was due to the fact that these men came 
from all the different ships, each one with 
a different story of adventure. of long 
sweltering days on the blockade, of 
dashes into harbors with the shriek of 
shell and the whistle of Mausers in their 
ears, and of sudden night alarms, the men 
all rushing hurriedly, half-naked, to their 
quarters to chase a possible prize. When 
the men were convalescent I took them 
back to the Naval Station from the hospi- 
tal, and this was always more pleasant 
than their trip to the hospital, for 
now “Jackey” was a well boy and 
anxious to join his ship, and many a 
bright story and interesting incident have 
I heard as the ambulance jogged along 
behind our two big Government mules. 

This being an “army general hospi- 
tal.” they admit naval as well as military 
patients, which accounts for my presence 
here; but July 5th was certainly “army 
day,” for on that night we received from 
the transport Iroquois 303 patients, the 
first shipload of wounded and sick to ar- 
rive from Cuba. This gave us an oppor- 
tunity to realize to some extent the mean- 
ing of war. All of our four hospital am- 
bulances were kept busy conveying the 
wounded to the hospital until midnight 
and the services of the street-car line were 
also pre-empted to aid in the transporta- 
tion of those who were able to sit up. It 
was 1 o’clock in the morning before we 
had them all comfortably fed and put to 
bed. 

There were very few officers among 
those landed from the Iroquois, as they 
had for the most part been sent to the 
mainland, but one of the officers, with 
whom it was my pleasure to become ac- 
quainted, was a very interesting man, an 
actor, Mason Mitchell, of the Garrick 





Theatre, New York, who was one of 
Colonel Roosevelt’s “Rough Riders.” 
Mr. Mitchell ‘got it in the neck” with a 
piece of Spanish shrapnel. 

Most of the soldiers, however, were 
wounded with the Mauser bullet, which 
makes a very small wound, passing clear 
through the body, as a rule, and generally 
healing with but little difficulty. Where 
these bullets have gone for more than 
twelve hundred yards, however, before 
they strike, the wound is very different, 
being rough, jagged and large, owing to 
the fact that after having gone some 
twelve hundred yards the bullet begins to 
“wabble,” and instead of boring a neat 
round hole, as it does at less than twelve 
hundred yards, it makes an irregular and 
jagged wound, much larger than the cali- 
bre of the bullet. 

The soldiers and sailors had learned 
something from experience, and one old 
soldier said you should ‘never dodge a 
Spanish bullet, for you might get hit.” 
A sailor in speaking of his chances of be- 
ing struck said, “Stand at the rail nearest 
the side from which the shells are com- 
ing, then you have to be hit, but if you 
stand at the opposite rail anything that is 
struck on deck will be apt to strike you.” 

The routine continues unchanged and 
the work, while sufficient to keep one oc- 
cupied, is not at all onerous. It certainly 
is much more agreeable than the thirty- 
seven days’ waiting which I had to do at 
the New York navy yard before I got an 
assignment. 

Boyce Ettiott, Pu.G., 
Apothecary, U.S. N. 
Key West, Fla. 





Medicines for the Army. 





SURGEON GENERAL, STERNBERG’S STATE- 
MENT OF WHAT WAS FURNISHED. 


In view of the complaints against the 
medical branch of the army the state- 
ment is given out that Surgeon General 
Sternberg, on April 15, made the follow- 
ing recommendation to the Adjutant Gen- 
eral as to medical supplies to accompany 
the army: 

“Each regiment to take two ambu- 
lances, four extra litters, a field hospital 
for ten men, medical and surgical chests, 
field supplies for three months. Infantry 
regiments to have a steward or acting 
steward and 10 privates of Hospital Corps. 
Cavalry regiments to have two stewards 
or acting stewards and fifteen Hospital 
Corps men. A light battery to have one 
ambulance, field hospital for five men 
(one hospital tent), an acting steward and 
five privates of the Hospital Corps.” 

Following is the list of medical sup- 
plies sent to Tampa and Santiago: 

Thirty-nine thousand first aid packets, 3,50% 
quart bottles alcohol, 237,200 bicarbonate of soda 
tablets, 40,000 calomel and soda tablets, 188,800 
camphor and opium pills, 1,422 quart bottles cas: 
tor oil, 3,470 one-fifth pound bottles chloroform, 
259,200 compound cathartic pills, 3,290 one-fifth- 

ound tins ether, 1,180 ounce bottles Fowler’s so- 
ution, 17,300 morphia tablets, 4,678,000 — 
pills, 50,000 strychnine tablets, 657 1-pound bottles 
subnitrate of bismuth, 150,000 “ey tablets, 
6,000 2-pound bottles carbolic, acid, 20-pound 
boxes commercial sulphate iron, 4,450 1-pound 
bottles chloride of lime, 4,000 pounds sulphur in 
roll, 2 Formol gas generators, with supplies for 
same; 5,790 one-fifth-pound tins beef extract, 977 
quart bottles brandy, 3,546 tins condensed milk, 
974 pounds castile soap, 981 cases soups (Franco- 
American), 24 cans in case; 2,868 pounds white 
sugar, 495 pounds tea, 1,621 quart bottles vey 
stationery, a large supply to cover needs; 
gross sterilized gauze bandages, 144 in box; 1,240 
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ounds absorbent cotton, 33,000 packages sub- 
imated gauze, 3,650 packages iodoform gauze, 
18,600 sterilized catgut ligatures, 18,600 sterilized 
silk ligatures, 1,260 pounds oakum, 2,850 boxes 
compressed cotton sponges, 211 clinical ther- 
mometers, 5,440 gray blankets, 285 folding arm 
chairs, 2,850 small folding chairs, 4,250 folding 
cots, 2,500 mattresses, 3,570 mosquito bars, 850 
feather pillows, 4,250 hair or cotton pillows, 7,700 
cotton pillow cases, 10,000 cotton sheets, 4,750 
cetton shirts, 235 folding mess tables, 2,350 fold- 
ing bedside tables, 630 litters, 975 litter slings; 
table and kitchen furniture for field hospitals, 
1,540 test tubes, 29 chests Nos. 1 and 2 medical 
sets, 21 chests Nos. 1 and 2 sterilizer chest and 
filter surgical sets. 


The regular regiments had each a medi- 

cal and surgical chest, litters, and other 
field supplies before the above articles 
were issued. 


ARMY AND NAVY NOTES. 


Dr. J. L. Sheldon, formerly with Chas. Mohr 
& Son, Mobile, is now assistant surgeon in the 
First Alabama Regiment. 


Frank K. Chapman, a private in the Second 
Mississippi Volunteers, now serving under Fitz- 
hugh Lee at Jacksonville, has had three years’ 
experience as a cig ei and resigned a po- 
sition in Columbus, Miss., to take up arms. 


L. D. Fitzhugh seems much impressed with the 
calm resolution and stanch bravery of our naval 
officers and men. He says that when the captain 
of the Castine, a grand specimen of a Kentuck- 
ian, calls for volunteers for dangerous duty and 
apparently certain death, every man resolutely 
steps forward and quietly takes his position, de- 
termined to do or die. 


Corporal Daniel Cushing, Ph.G., of the 
Lowlandes County Volunteers (Company L) of 
Lower Mississippi, is a graduate a shersaecy 
and has had twelve years’ experience behind the 
prescription counter. He is stout, fair and blue- 
eyed and is a favorite with the ladies. His un- 
tiring and intelligent _ work has already marked 
him_for promotion. He was formerly employed 
in Columbus, Miss. 


The Death of J. W. Snyder. 


R-solutions of Condolence. 


At a special meeting of the Schuylkill 

County Pharmaceutical Association, held 
at Mahanoy City, Friday, July 15, 1898, 
the following preamble and resolutions 
were unanimously adopted: 
_ Whereas, It has pleased Almighty God 
in His supreme wisdom to remove from 
our midst our beloved and honored vice- 
president, J. W. Snyder, who departed 
this life July 11, 1898; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That, while bowing to the 
will of Him who doeth all things well, 
our Association has lost a faithful and 
efficient member in the death of J. W. 
Snyder, and that we tender to the bereav- 
ed family our heartfelt sympathy and 
condolence in this, their sad tribulation; 





an 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolu- 
tions be presented to the family of the 
deceased and also published in the local 
press and pharmaceutical journals, and 
entered on our minute-book. 

H. N. Coxe, president; M. A. Porter, 
P. W. Hauck, H. J. Krebs, L. C. Vos- 
hage, secretary, committee. 


The Antitoxin Patent. 


The validity of letters patent, recently 
granted by the United States, on Diph- 
theria Antitoxin, will be contested in the 
proper court, and it is for this purpose that 
the H. K. Mulford Co. has retained the 
well-known legal firms of Howson & 
Howson and Hepburn, Carr & Krauss 
to represent their interests. Pending the 
ultimate decision in the matter, this firm 
will protect their patrons to the fullest 
extent against all damages. 


CHICAGO DRUGGISTS IN 
COURT. 





Illinois Board Muddle. 


SENSATIONAL PROCEEDINGS AT 
THE EXAMINATION. 








Attorney and Druggist Come to Blows. 


Cuicaco, August 17.—Prof. C. S. N. 
Hallberg was placed under arrest Sunday, 
August l4th. The Professor was taken to 
the Hyde Park Police Station by a con- 
stable, and was later bailed out by F. G. 
Secard, a near-by druggist. The arrest 
was made on two warrants charging as- 
sault and battery and disorderly conduct. 
The warrants, which are matters of city 
record, were taken out at the instance of 
Kitt Gould, attorney for the State Board 
of Pharmacy. 

The arrest and attending incidents, in- 
cluding the sensational charges against 
the State Board, have caused a great stir 
among the druggists of Chicago. It is 
the main topic of conversation in the trade 
at present. The cases were called this 
afternoon, before Justice Quinn, in the 
Hyde Park Police Court, but were con- 
tinued until next Tuesday. The testi- 
mony brought out at the trial will of 
course be scanned with a great deal of in- 
terest. 


The Cause of the Trouble. 


The story of the events which led up to 
the alleged attack on Attorney Gould 
is somewhat involved, but as it concerns 
the work of the State Board, it is of in- 
terest. President Schmidt, of the State 
Board, was notified over the telephone 
last week that a druggist was to be 
brought to trial in Justice Chott’s court 
for violating the pharmacy law. The 
charges, it was claimed, had been brought 
by the State Board. 


Who Brought the Charges? 


President Schmidt knew that the State 
Board had not brought the charges, and 
he went to the court with Attorney Gould. 
It was found that a negro was represent- 
ing the prosecution, and that the charge 
was nonsensical. The druggist was for- 
mally charged with selling a bottle of 
Bromo-Seltzer which did not bear the 
name of the registered pharmacist who 
sold it. Several such cases have been 
brought lately, and members of the Board 
say they can account for it on no other 
basis than that it is the work of some one 
who is trying to hold the labors of the 
Board up to ridicule. 

So much bitter feeling has been de- 
veloped that it would not be safe to accept 
unproved statements in regard to who is 
instigating this work, but, rightly or 
wrongly, the name of Prof. Hallberg 
came up, and it was on this account that 
he visited the office of Attorney Gould 
last Saturday. During the talk an assist- 
ant of the attorney’s went out and got a 
policeman, whereupon Prof. Hallberg 
withdrew. It was at this time that the 
alleged assault is said to have taken place. 


Investigating the Board. 


The following Monday evening the in- 
vestigating committee appointed by the 
President of the State Pharmaceutical As- 
sociation to look into the charges pre- 
ferred by Prof. Hallberg against the State 


115 


Board, met. These charges, it will be re- 
membered, were made at the Clifton Ter- 
race meeting. As soon as the members 
of the committee were ready to listen to 
the proofs, one of the accusing party arose 
and said no evidence would be presented 
until Attorney Gould produced a certain 
letter which bore on the peculiar justice 
court cases before mentioned. The mem- 
bers of the committee said this was drag- 
ging in an outside matter which they 
could not decide, and they ordered that 
the regular order of proceedings go on. 


A Fighting Attorney. 


Attorney Gould, however, rose and said 
that he would do all in his power to 
hasten the investigation, and that there- 
fore he would make an explanation of his 
own free will. He began to talk, but was 
interrupted several times. R. C. Frerk- 
sen shook his fist in Mr. Gould’s face, 
and the attorney planted his fist on the 
druggist’s eye. Chairman Dyche ad- 
journed the meeting and the charges 
against the State Board remain unproved. 

This fact has caused considerable talk, 
for the personal integrity of the members 
of the Board is involved in the attack, 
and druggists are anxious to see the mat- 
ter settled. The written charges pre- 
ferred by R. C. Frerksen follow; those 
brought by Prof. Hallperg are similar, 
but more explicit: 


The Charges Against the Board. 


(1) “That there is a great discrepancy 
in the report of the Board of Pharmacy as 
to cases instituted, disposed of and fines 
collected, and the records of the justice 
court. 

(2) “That the Board of Pharmacy 
makes illegal expenditures of money in 
the employment of special counsel to 
prosecute the cases brought under the 
pharmacy law. 

(3) “That the Board of Pharmacy has 
never made an itemized report to the 
Pharmaceutical Association of the sums of 
money expended for so-called expert tes- 
timony. 

(4) “That the Board of Pharmacy has 
instituted vexatious and harassing liti- 
gation, causing the accused pharmacist to 
lose time and incur expenses to appear 
in court, the case being allowed to fall 
‘for want of prosecution.’ 

(5) “That the Board of Pharmacy em- 
ploys special counsel who settles cases 
with the accused on the installment plan.” 

The above is signed by Mr. Frerksen. 
Needless to say, there is the greatest in- 
terest being shown in the whole affair, 
and to judge by the threats which are 
openly made, there will be some lively 
developments at a not distant date. 


Prof, Hallberg Fined. 
Cuicaco, Aug. 23.—Prof. C. S. N. 


Hallberg has been fined $5 and costs for 
disorderly conduct on charges made _ by 
the attorney for the State Board. The 
assault case was dismissed. On the stand 
Prof. Hallberg admitted using indecent 
language. Justice Quinn said he had no 
alternative but to fine him. The court 
room was crowded with druggists. Hall- 
berg is circulating a petition asking abol- 
ition of State Board. 


Vermonters Meet Oct. 25. 


The fifth annual meeting of the Ver- 
mont State Pharmaceutical Association 
will take place at Montpelier, October 
2th and 26th, 1898. 
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Ed. G. Wells, of the M. J. Breitenbach Com- 
pany, is back in New York after a brief so- 
journ in Europe. 


Herbert D. Robbins, of the firm of McKesson 
& Robbins, with his family, are spending a few 
weeks at Saranac Lake, in the Adirondack moun. 
tains. . 


John Irving, Jr., has purchased the retail drug 
store of Patrick Dwyer, at New Brighton, Staten 
Island. Mr. Dwyer succeeded E. Malloy some 
years ago. 


F. I. Congleton, proprietor of the pharmacy 
on the Boulevard, corner of Ninety-ninth street, 
New York City, is mourning the loss of his sis- 
ter, who died after an illness of six weeks. 


C. J. Hyland has left Green’s pharmacy, Coney 
Island, and accepted a position with o_ 
Cooney, retail druggist at the corner of Fifth 
and Vanderbilt avenues, Borough of Brooklyn, 


Otto G. Frischbier, N. Y. C. P., ’91, who lately 
returned from the Klondike, has taken a clerk- 
ship at H. S. Stone’s pharmacy, corner of Flat 
bush and Fifth avenue, Brooklyn. 


Mr. Ogle, manager of M. H. Smith’s branch 
pharmacy on Madison avenue, is spending a few 
weeks with his wife at Stony Brook, L. I., as the 
= of Theodore Spear, the pharmacist of that 
place. 


Mr. Ewles, one of the prescription clerks at 
J. A. Carpentier’s pharmacy on Eighth avenue, 
corner of 123d street, New York City, has gone 
to Portsmouth, O., where he will spend his va- 
cation, 


Edward Bocker, formerly in the employ o 
C. Werner, retail druggist at the corner o: 
Cortlandt avenue and 158th street, has taken a 
clerkship at Charles Blair’s pharmacy, at 393 
Ninth avenue. 


Friends of Mrs. Muellenbach, wife of the drug- 
gist of that name, who is in business at No. 9 
ible House, New York City, will be pleased to 
learn that she has entirely recovered from her 
recent severe illness. 


Sofus Petersen, who was formerly in the em- 
ploy of the Bolton Drug Co., at the corner or 
Jnion and Columbia streets, is now clerking 
for O. E. Areskog, pharmacist at 146 Smith 
Street, in the Borough of Brooklyn. 


Hans Suckow, retail druggist at the corner 0; 
Second avenue and Forty-ninth street, has sol 
his store, the purchaser being Dr. Gregory 
Paul. Mr. Suckow will spend the next two or 
three months in the Adirondacks for his health. 


J. Fred Doty, widely known among wholesale 
druggists and druggists’ sundries men through- 
out the country, died in New York City last 
week. He was manager of the Goodyear Rub- 
ber Glove Mfg. Co. at the time of his death 


Mr. Lauter, assistant at William Weis’ phar- 
macy at the corner of Seventh avenue and 
Thirty-fourth street, New York City, whose 
father died a short time ago, is now mourning 
the loss of his sister, who died on Aug. Ist, at 
Catskill, N. Y. 


Louis A. Lotz, whose exploits with the Hos- 
pital Corps in Santiago de Cuba were recorded 
in the previous number, is expected to arrive at 
the Brooklyn Navy Yard on the Caesar about 
August 3%). His brother Chas. A., who sends us 
this information, states that Louis “is laden with 
trophies galore.” 


‘ 


The Jersey City Druggists’ Association held a 
regular meeting on August 16. The principal 
business of the meeting was the report of the 
trade committee, who offered a schedule of prices 
which was endorsed by the Association. A sug- 
gestion from the committee that the giving away 
of souvenirs and trading stamps, etc., be dis- 
couraged, was laid over for action at the next 
meeting. 


John M. Peters, formerly managing editor of 
the Oil, Paint and Drug Reporter, and The 
Druggists’ Circular, is receiving the congratula- 
tions of friends on his appointment as manager 
of a department of the business of W. J. Mathe- 
son & Co., Ltd., dealers in dye stuffs and colors, 
of this city. Mr. Peters will enter on his new 
sphere of work on September 1. 


The firm of J. Milhau’s Son has been incorpor- 
ated, under the laws of the State of New York, 
Aug. 1, 1898, with a capital of $15,000, and will 
continue the drug business as heretofore, at 183 
Braodway, New York. The directors are: Presi- 
dent, Edward L. Milhau, Ph.G., 291 Henry 
street, Brooklyn; vice-president, Ephraim L. 
Ennis; secretary, Charles E. Crawford, Ph.G.; 
treasurer, M. J. Milhau. The business was 
founded by J. Milhau in 1813. 


Wm. H. Ebbitt, the widely-known and _ greatly 
esteemed local representative of W. H. Schieffe- 
lin & Co., is spending his vacation in the Adi- 
rondacks, catching all sorts of game. He teases 
his friends who are compelled to drudge at their 
desks in the city these hot days with highly- 
colored accounts of his fishing and hunting ex- 
periences. “Don’t you want to come up here 
and join us shooting deer and catching pickerel? 
One of us here shot four deer in two nights, 
only twenty miles from the house. I am sitting 
by the fire, it’s so cold.” If W. H. E. fails to 
bring back a few pickerel as an evidence of good 
faith, his friends here are likely to get even with 
him for stirring their envy. 


Mrs. Honnria Smyly, a widow, 65 years old, the 
mother of Thomas Smyly, a drug clerk, died at 
her home, 291 First avenue, last week, and her 
son says she slowly starved to death. Thomas 
Smyly holds the diploma of the Pharmaceutical 
Society of Ireland, and is a competent drug 
clerk. He was employed about a year - by 
Reeder Brothers, at Pourth avenue and Thirty- 
first street. He came to this country about 
eight years ago with his mother, and had steady 
employment at his profession until about six 
months ago, when he lost his place. Since then 
he has had nothing to do. Smyly declares that 
he has made ceaseless efforts to get work, but 
that he is handicapped because he doesn’t un- 
derstand German. 


GAS AND GAUZE. 


Adolph Levy, a manufacturer of antiseptic and 
surgical dressings at 145 Grand street, Williams- 
burg, who has a Government contract for the 
daily supply of 200 yards of iodoform gauze for 
use at Camp Wikoff, entered a complaint in the 
Lee Avenue Police Court against his neighbor, 
Samuel J. Cohen, a butter and egg dealer. He 
said that Cohen had threatened to kill him. 
Cohen says that he has been greatly annoyed by 
the odors of the lint, and alleges that Levy pur- 

osely inserted a tube through the wall, which 
fed the fumes directly into an extension of his 
store. The magistrate dismissed the case. 

One of the morning newspapers got slightly 
mixed up on the story and converted iodoform 
gauze into iodoform gas, giving the following 
particulars, which are sure to add to the gayety 
of the world pharmaceutic: 

“Blowing iodoform gas through glass tubes 
into the bosom of his family was the charge S 
Cohen made against Adolph Levy, both of 
Williamsburg. Levy is a manufacturer of an- 
aesthetics at No. 145 Grand street. Cohen, a 
dealer in butter and eggs, lives next door. 

“Some time ago Levy obtained a contract to 
make iodoform gas for the hospital at Montauk 
Point. As the neighbors had Lien out, Cohen 
says the gas maker took advantage of the con- 
tract to get even. According to the butter 
and egg dealer holes were bored in the partition 
between the houses, in which Levy inserted glass 
tubes and flooded the flat with iodoform gas, 
nearly asphyxiating the Cohen family. The gas 
treatment finally fed to an open quarrel, and 
Levy caused the arrest of Cohen for threatening 
him: Magistrate Nostrand heard both sides in 
the Lee Avenue Police Court yesterday and dis- 
missed the case. 








WESTERN NEW YORK. 





Lull in the Single-Line Fight. 


BurFALo, Aug. 21.—There appears to 
be some improvement in the retail drug 
business, in spite of the fact that “soda 
water evenings” have not been very com- 
mon. One retailer says that with 25 per 
cent more soda water selling he would be 
well satisfied, which is a great improve- 
ment over the situation for the earlier part 
of the year. It is a little curious to learn 
that the observant druggist is not really 
anxious to see his competitors in the 
grocery or department store business do 
poorly, for that almost always means a 
bad state of trade generally, so that the 
druggist is sure to suffer along with the 
others. The effort to prevent the inroads 
of the department stores has been laid 
aside for the time at least. Buffalo keeps 
up a publication in the interest of the 
single-line dealers, but the active war- 
fare is not pushed. 


Improvement in Prices. 


There is a general stiffening of drug 
prices on account of the war taxes. This 
was made necessary by the manufacturers 
forcing up their prices, as the retailer was 
not able to live at old prices any longer. 
Though it is claimed that there is no 
more profit than there was at old prices, 
it is a fact for all that that the state of 
things has discouraged price-cutting and 
has created a better general tone to the 
business as a whole, in which all mem- 
bers, of course, share. 

The Erie County Pharmaceutical Asso- 
ciation is preparing to take up the war 
price question soon, though there seems 
to be room for doubt whether much can 
be done. The Trade Interests Commit- 
tee has held a meeting and will present a 
report at the annual meeting of the Asso- 
ciation, which occurs soon. At this meet- 
ing arrangements will be made for a gen- 
eral outing of the city druggists, as some 
of the members were not able to attend 
the State Association meeting and are 
anxious for a second gathering. 


Buffalo College of Pharmacy. 


Professors Gregory and Long recently 
took a trip up the lake to Detroit, and 
while there, made an extended inspection, 
covering two or three days, of Parke, 
Davis & Co.’s laboratories. Every court- 
esy was shown them by the firm, and they 
were very favorably impressed with the 
various departments and consider the 
time most pleasantly and profitably em- 
ployed. 

Professor Hill has gone to the Adiron- 
dacks this week. His party includes, 
among others, Harry Harrington, ’95, 
pharmacist Buffalo General Hospital, and 
Professor Irving Bishop, of the State 
Normal School. 

The secretary, Dr. John R. Gray, is re- 
ceiving more than the usual number of 
inquiries from prospective students, and 
the outlook is for a much larger class 
than last year. 

The addition of the faculty and students 
of the recently dissolved medical depart- 
ment of Niagara University will strength- 
en the University of Buffalo materially. 

Professor Long contemplates a larger 
exhibit of common drugs to the medical 
classes than has been the custom hitherto. 

An electric light plant is being installed 
in the University Building, also a refrig- 
erating apparatus. 
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The Erie County Board of Pharmacy 
holds no sessions during the month of 
August. 


NEWS NOTES. 


Peter C. Klaasesz, ’97, formerly 
Harderstro, has gone to Europe. 


with Dr. 


Everette E. Bickford, ’94, Manager Davidson 
and Bulkley’s Pharmacy, Brooklyn, spent a week 
with his parents on Connecticut street. 


The Niagara Pharmacy Company has sent its 
men on the road and will soon look for a general 
arrival of orders for the beginning of the manu- 
facturing business. A large office and laboratory 
force has been at work for some time, preparing 
physicians’ supplies. 





PROPOSED CHANGE IN N.Y. 
PHARMACY LAW. 





Committees of the State Association. 


President William Muir, of the State 
Pharmaceutical Association, who is sum- 
mering at Patchogue, I., was in the 
city last week. He is busy planning work 
for the Association year, and the Com- 
mittee on Legislation, of which he is the 
chairman, will be heard from in Albany 
as soon as the Legislature convenes. An 
especial effort is to be made this year to 
bring about county interchange of regis- 
tration certificates. This will be secured 
by amendments to the existing laws and 
will do away with the absurdity of with- 
holding the privilege of practicing phar- 
macy in portions of the State not undec 
the jurisdiction of the Board which con- 
ferred the original license. Committees 
of the New York State Pharmaceutical 
Association have been appointed as fol- 
lows: 

Commitiee on Legislation—Wm. Muir, 
Brooklyn, chairman; Wm. Muench, Syra- 
cuse; Albert H. Brundage, Brooklyn; 
Thos. Stoddart, Buffalo; Felix Hirseman, 
New York; W. H. Rogers, Middletown; 
Chas. H. Gaus, Albany. 

Committee on Pharmacy and Queries— 
Geo. C. Diekman, New York, chairman; 
W. J. Marsh, Corning; F. P. Tuthill, 
Brooklyn. 

Committee on New Remedies—Thos. 
J. Keenan, New York, chairman: Willis 
G. Gregory, Buffalo; Adrian Paradis, 
Brooklyn. 

Committee on Adulterations—G. Mich- 
aelis, Albany, chairman; Willis G. Tuck- 
er, Albany; Elias H. Bartley, Brooklyn. 

Committee on Commercial Interests— 
‘Geo. Reimann, Buffalo, chairman; Oscar 
Goldmann, New York: Clark Z. Otis, 
Binghamton. 

Committee on Entertainment—A. B. 
Huested, chairman; Chas. H. Gaus, Ed- 
win F. Hunting, W. J. Walker, Frederick 
Neudorf, Jr.,. De Baum Van Aken, Al- 
bany; Frank Richardson, Albany, local 
secretary. 

The nomination of Dr. A. B. Huested, 
of Albany, for appointment on the State 
Board of Pharmacy has been confirmed 
by Governor Black, and he will probably 
be elected president of the Board by his 
associates at the first meeting for organ- 
ization. 

Since the above was put in type we 
lave received a communication from 
President Muir, in which he states that 
Chas. H. Gaus and F. Neudorf, whose 
names appear as members of the Enter- 
tainment Committee, have declined to 
serve on account of business engage- 
ments. 


} 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


Off for Baltimore. 


Boston, Aug. 21.—The New England 
contingent to the American Pharmaceu- 
tical Association meeting will number 
over thirty. President Henry M. Whit- 
ney’s party will number six, Prof. E. H. 
Lapierre’s five, Linns D. Drury’s three, 
Treasurer Samuel A. D. Sheppard’s three, 
Prof. Wilbur L. Scoville’s two, Freeman 
H. Butler’s two, Wilfred L. Root’s two. 
Mr. Root is from Brattleboro, Vt., and 
represents the pharmaceutical association 
of his State. Herschel Boynton, of Bid- 
deford, Me., will also go with the Bos- 
ton party. He is a delegate from the 
Maine State Pharmaceutical Association. 
Other members of the party are Charles 
C. Coombs, of this city; Mason B. Wood, 
Providence, R. I.; J. M. Hackley, Green- 
field; W. D. Grace, Portsmouth, N. H., 
and John Larrabee, Melrose. Gs J: 
Davis, of Newburyport, may also go. The 
majority of the party will go by water. 
but the terrors of the water have made 
Mr. Butler, of Lowell, decide to go by 
rail. The main party will leave on the 
25th, on the steamer Gloucester, but Mr. 
Sheppard goes to-day on the steamer 
Howard and will arrive in Baltimore on 
Tuesday morning. The trip will consume 
a little more than two nights and one day 
and there will be stops of several hours’ 
duration at both Norfolk and Newport 
News. A trolley trip has been planned 
for Norfolk and side trips from Newport 
News to Old Point Comfort and Hamp- 
ton Institute. All told, the Boston fac- 
tion is anticipating a merry outing. 

That veteran pharmacist, Amos K. Til- 
den, will probably not attend the Ameri- 
can Pharmaceutical. Association meeting 
at Baltimore this year. He expects to go 
to North Bridgeton, Maine, soon for rest 
and recreation. 

President Henry M. Whitney, of the 
American Pharmaceutical Association, is 
hard at work preparing for the coming 
meeting. He expects it to be a great 
success. 


Massachusetts Board to Meet Sept. 13th. 


The State Board of Pharmacy is al- 
ready laying its plants for the fall cam- 
paign, and has given notice that the first 
examination of candidates will be held 
on September 13th. Next week the Board 
will give another day to liquor hearings. 
This year the Board has devoted much 
time to the consideration of this vexed 
subject and has probably held more hear- 
ings than has ever been held before in 
any one year, the number being no less 
than 116. 


Donations for the Volunteer Aid Association. 


The Massachusetts Volunteer Aid As- 
sociation has acknowledged the follow- 
ing donations for the ship Bay State, 
which was fitted out by popular subscrip- 
tion to aid sick soldiers in Cuba: Three 
dozen Mellin’s Food, from the Doliber- 
Goodale Co.: a barrel of sulpho-napthol, 
from Samuel Cabot; a dozen clinical ther- 
mometers, from the Randall Faichney 
Co.; 15 quarts hydrogen dioxide, from 
the Oakland Chemical Co.; cologne, 
Jamaica ginger, etc., from R. M. Burnett, 
and for invalid food, etc., from John 
Wyeth & Bro. 


NEWS GLEANINGS. 


William D. Wheeler, Ph.G., 21 Massachusetts 
avenue, is spending his vacation at Contacook, 
ae 5 & 
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The fittings for the new store of A. H. Gleeson, 
Dorchester avenue, were turned out at the fac- 
tory of Charles P. Whittle. 


Charles P. Whittle is nicely located at his new 
stand, 129 Portland street. His showroom dis- 
plays his stock of fixtures and fittings to the 
best advantage. Mr. Whittle reports that he is 
doing a large business with his combination 
show-case counter. His new patent label drawer 
has also taken the public fancy, and he has just 
shipped several lots across the water, on orders 
received from Ireland and England. 


Misses Odele and Alma Dohme, daughters of 
C. E. Dohme, of Sharp & Dohme, Baltimore, 
Md., have been in this State for several days as 
guests of Henry M. Whitney, of North Andover. 
While here they received many attentions from 
members of the pharmaceutical fraternity. They 
were piloted through Boston’s crooked streets 
by Samuel A. D. Sheppard, Ph.G.; Freeman H. 
Butler, Ph.G., of Lowell, showed them_ the 
sights of the Spindle City, and C. L. Davis, 
Ph.G., of Newburyport, had the honor of guid- 
ing them through that city. The Misses Dohme 
left for home to-day, by train. 





PENNSYLVANIA. 


PuritapEtpnia, Aug. 20.—Since the 
declaration of peace there has been a 
better demand from the interior points 
than has been the case for some time past. 
The trade in the city, as is always the case 
at this time of the year, is at a standstill, 
although it is equal to what it was in 
1897. There is a tendency, however, 
among the country druggists to lay in a 
larger supply of goods and they seem anx- 
ious that this be attended to at once. The 
feeling is considerably better than it has 
been and the indications are that there 
will be a good trade for the rest of the 
year. In regard to the South the condit- 
ions there are not so favorable, due to the 
yellow fever scare, and the large houses 
in this city who have representatives in 
that section of the country state there is a 
hesitancy on the part of the dealers in the 
South to lay in a large stock of goods at 
this time. ’ , 

John Maris & Co., in speaking about 
the condition of business, said that it 
shows some improvement and there is a 
good indication for future increases, as 
the mail orders from the West are grow- 
ing larger. The yellow fever scare has 
given a setback to the Southern trade, but 
outside of this business is good. Mr. 
Maris has only been home a short time 
from a tour of Europe, where he secured 
a large supply of Bohemian glassware, 
atomizers, and other fancy goods. Some 
of these articles have begun to arrive and 
it is said they are the finest this house has 
ever had. . 


To Regulate the Sale of Poisons. 


There is considerable agitation going 
on in this:city in regard to the easy man- 
ner in which poisonous drugs can be pur- 
chased, and recently the Coroner has 
made a strong statement to the effect 
that he will endeavor to secure such leg- 
islation as will prohibit the sale of such 
drugs unless ordered by a physician. _ 

On August 13th the Coroner's jury, 
after hearing the testimony in the case of 
Eva W. Phillips, who died on the prev- 
ious Friday of arsenic poisoning, cen- 
sured George Skath, the drug clerk who 
sold the drug to her without a physician's 
prescription. At the hearing the woman's 
husband testified that she was addicted to 
the use of laudanum, but he never knew 
of her having taken arsenic until he found 
she had bought it from the druggist. He 
said that Dr. Bachman, who owned the 
drug store, Ninth and Catharine streets, 
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in which Mr. Skath was employed, told 
him that Mrs. Phillips was in the store 
and asked for arsenic and that he refused 
to sell it to her. After this Skath testified 
that he was a qualified assistant and that 
he had known the deceased for about two 
weeks and during this time she had 
bought small quantities of laudanum sev- 
eral times, saying she wanted it to bathe 
bruises. In relation to the sale of arsenic 
he stated that Mrs. Phillips came into the 
store on Friday morning and said she 
wanted to use it to kill roaches, and he 
sold her half an ounce. 

A few days previous the Coroner also 
held an inquest in the case of Ella Ray- 
bault, the 16-year-old girl who resided at 
2353 North Thirteenth street, who had 
committed suicide. The jury in this case 
censured C. G. Neely, the druggist who 
sold the poison. At the hearing it was 
brought out that the druggist did not 
know the girl personally, which fact was 
emphasized by the register kept of the 
sale, showing that she gave her name as 
Taylor, of 2724 York street. The drug- 
gist admitted that he did not know her 
personally, but had seen her face in the 
neighborhood and he sold the strychnine 
to her, as she said she wanted it for 
poison for her mother to kill a cat. While 
on the stand the apothecary was scored 
by the Deputy Coroner for selling to a 
minor, and the jury in its verdict, after 
censuring the druggist, recommended that 
an act of Assembly be passed further re- 
stricting the sale of poisons, especially as 
far as minors are concerned. The par- 
ents of the dead girl threaten suit against 
the druggist. 


QUAKER CITY ITEMS. 


T. M. Wilard, of Manayunk, has gone to New 
Bloomfield for his health. 


W. J. Shaefter, of Susquehanna avenue and 
Gaul street, has gone to Lebanon for his health. 


John Dixon, who has for a long time been a 
drug broker in this city, died on Aug. 11 at 
Moylan, Pa., of typhoid fever. 


W. H. Gano, who owns the drug store at Sev- 
enteenth street and Columbia avenue, has 
sailed for Europe. He will be gone two months. 


Bryan O’Brien has opened a new drug store at 
Fifth street and Allegheny avenue. He formerly 
conducted a drug store in the southern section 
of the city. 


The following druggists have gone to Wild- 


wood, N. J., to enjoy the sea breezes at that 
place: John P. Frey, Sixteenth and Tasker 
streets; H. F. Seeley, 2407 Fairmount avenue; 


George Fresheli, Thirty-sixth street and Haver- 
ford avenue. 


The following druggists have been at Atlantic 
City, N. J., during the hot spell: W. N. Stern, 
Twentieth and Callowhill streets; E. R. Gatchel, 
Tenth and Spring Garden streets; F. S. Hughes, 
Fifteenth and Oxford streets; Wm. McIntyre, 
Frankford avenue and Adams street; Robert Mc- 
Neil, Howard and York streets. 


George B. Evans, at his drug store, 1106 Chest- 
nut street, has had on exhibition one of the 
finest collections of fungi which has been seen 
for a long time. It comprised some seventy-five 
shapes and sizes, and there were over twenty-five 
different colors. This display attracted con- 
siderable attention and numerous were the ques- 
tions as to which was eatable and what was 
poisonous. 


F. E. McCartney, Ninth and Spring Garden 
streets, has been forced to succumb, as the 
expenses were greater than the receipts. This is 
an old-established stand, and when the Philadel- 
phia and Reading Railroad Company had its 
depot at Ninth and Green streets the business 
was good, and money was rapidly made. Since 
the railway company erected its new depot at 
Twelfth and Market streets and abandoned the 
old one, although there is a station at Ninth and 
Spring Garden streets, the business began to 
fall off until it became very small. 





Outing of the Academy of 
Pharmacy. 


Cincinnati, O., Aug. 20.—The recent 
river ride enjoyed by local druggists and 
their families was such a success that an- 
other jaunt on the Ohio is booked for 
the near future. The outing was given by 
the Academy of Pharmacy. The Com- 
mittee on Arrangements consisted of 
Messrs. Albert Wetterstroem, chairman; 
Albert De Lang, William S. Wagner, 
Frank W. Freericks, and Otto Groenland. 
These gentlemen left nothing undone to 
make the river ride enjoyable and an oc- 
casion long to be remembered. 

The steamer Tacoma having been char- 
tered to take the party up the river as far 
as Chilo, left the city at 3.30, and return- 
ed at 11 p. m. All who went on the trip 
were glad to exchange the sweltering 
heat of the city for the cool breezes of 
the river. Passing through and about 
the boat, one would find pleasant little 
parties of friends and family groups, the 
ladies enjoying lemonade, ice cream and 
“other good things,” while the gentlemen 
would sneak off to the sacred precincts 
and enjoy sea foam and “other good 
things.” Will S. Wagner, on the lower 
deck, was a very popular man, and every- 
body delighted in his acquaintance. Mr. 
De Lang moved about with a cheerful 
word for all, introducing and being in- 
troduced, sparing no effort to make all 
acquainted and share in the good things, 
at the same time displaying considerable 
pride in the fact that he had a roll of “the 
long green” large enough to see the party 
through to Pittsburg if necessary. Messrs. 
Wetterstroem, Groenland and Freericks 
did their share of the work, thereby com- 
pleting arrangements that it would have 
been impossible to improve upon. 

There were no mishaps to mar the 
pleasures of the occasion and everybody 
was well pleased with the outing. The 
commissary department did a land office 
business and nothing that the inner man 
craves for was overlooked. There were 
music and dancing for the younger set 
and singing and other amusements for 
the more sedate. The next outing will 
occur before Jack Frost shows his head 
and a down trip on the river will be 
taken. 


Fines Remitted in the Board Prosecutions. 


The efforts of the State authorities to 
convict local druggists for conducting 
drug stores contrary to the statutes have 
been in vain. When the case of W. F. 
Dunlap, the Broadway druggist, was call- 
ed in the police court last Thursday, he 
entered a plea of guilty. He was accord- 
ingly fined $20 and costs by Judge 
Schwab, and, as had been done in other 
cases, the fine was remitted. This was 
done because Dr. Dunlap had complied 
with the law since his arrest. Attorney 
Gatch, who represents the Ohio State 
Board of Pharmacy, was in court, and he 
objected to the fine being remitted. He 
said that he was acting under instructions 
of the Attorney-General, and that ac- 
cording to the law the court had no right 
to remit the fine. “It has a bad effect 
throughout the State,” said Gatch, “and I 
don’t think it is right.” Then Gatch 


started to walk out of the court room, 
but he was called back by Judge Schwab, 
who told him that while he was ina police 
court he could not act as he wanted to, 
no matter whom he represented. 


“The 
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next time you are here, don’t smile so sar- 
castically,” added Judge Schwab, and 
then he dismissed Dunlap. 

The case of Samuel F. Craig, who has 
conducted a drug store on East Sixth 
street for several years, was continued for 
three days. When the case was called a 
second time Craig was dismissed on the 
same ground as that taken by Judge 
Schwab in the Dunlap case. 


The Blackburn Suit. 


As announced in our last issue, Scott 
& Bowne have brought suit in the New 
York Supreme Court for $200,000 dam- 
ages against Joseph E. Blackburn, of 
Ohio. This suit arises out of the bitter 
controversy existing between Mr. Black- 
burn and Scott & Bowne, concerning 
“Scott's Emulsion,” of which Messrs. 
Scott & Bowne are the proprietors. The 
suit is instituted against Mr. Blackburn 
as an individual, and the papers were 
served upon him at the Waldorf-Astoria 
in New York. 

The plaintiffs claim that Mr. Blackburn 
has disseminated by letters, circulars and 
by word of mouth, wrong information 
concerning the ingredients of ‘Scott’s 
Emulsion.” 

Scott & Bowne also claim that Mr. 
Blackburn maliciously persisted in 
spreading this false information after he 
had been overwhelmed with evidence as’ 
to the truth of the facts and the falsity of 
the charge. 

It is understood that Mr. Blackburn 
considers himself exempt from any claim 
of Scott & Bowne’s for damages arising 
from the enforcement of the laws of Ohio 
against them, but Scott & Bowne say that 
no such position is taken by them. They 
claim that a man cannot distribute false 
information concerning a well-known art- 
icle and claim exemption from the con- 
sequences of his wrongful act by setting 
up that he was a public officer. If that 
were the law, then public officers could 
not be sued for libel or slander, which 
everybody knows is not the case. The 
suit was brought in New York after care- 
ful investigation of the facts. 

In this suit Scott & Bowne propose to 
vindicate “Scott’s Emulsion” to the peo- 
ple, and to conclusively establish to the 
satisfaction of physicians, chemists, drug- 
gists and the general public, that the 
prephration is not only absolutely free 
from and innocent of any narcotic, but 
that it is the leading and best Emulsion of 
Cod-liver Oil in the world, and that the 
confidence of the public and the profes- 
sion in the preparation is well founded. 

A brief outline of the various stages of 
this controversy, which will now be 
fought out under the guidance of the most 
eminent counsel, is interesting. Last 
November, Scott & Bowne were notified 
that Mr. Marvin had been arrested at 
Toledo for selling two bottles of “Scott’s 
Emulsion” which, it was charged, con- 
tained a narcotic and which could not be 
lawfully sold in Ohio without bearing a 
poison label. Scott & Bowne were great- 
ly surprised at this attack on their prepar- 
ation, and hastened to assure Mr. Marvin 
that the charge was absolutely false: that 
their goods were pure and free from any 
narcotic and were known and recognized 
as the standard by physicians and drug- 
gists, not only in the United States, but 
throughout the entire civilized world. 

Preparations were at once made to de- 
fend Mr. Marvin, and also to inform the 
Dairy and Food Commissioner, Mr. 
Blackburn, that “Scott’s Emulsion” con- 
tained no narcotic and that Scott & 
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Bowne were in a position to demon- 
strate this fact to the satisfaction of any 
and all inquiring people. It was explain- 
ed to the Commissioner that cod liver oil 
is a complex product, requiring great care 
in making an analysis, and that chemists 
not experienced in analyzing cod liver 
oil might be easily misled by color re- 
action, indicating the apparent presence 
of a narcotic. 

A representative of Scott & Bowne 
visited Mr. Blackburn’s office and offered 
to open the laboratory of Scott & Bowne, 
in New York, and their books and in- 
voices to his inspection, and allow him 
or his chemists to see exactly how the 
goods were made and to satisfy themsel- 
ves that no narcotic entered into the pre- 
paration of “Scott’s Emulsion.” 


The representative also said, in view 
of the fact that a mistake had been made 
by these two chemists for the State, Scott 
& Bowne would pick up a number of 
samples of their emulsion in the market 
in Ohio, and have them analyzed by 
chemists of the highest repute, in order 
to assure the Commissioner of the great 
strength of their position. The chemists 
employed by Scott & Bowne all reported 
that not a trace of any narcotic or mor- 
phine could be found. A number of 
chemists of national repute analyzed 
“Scott’s Emulsion” with the like result. 
Among these were Professors Webber, 
Smith, Dickore, Fennel, Waller, Withaus, 
Spenzer and Beal. None of these facts, 
however, seemed to move the Commis- 
sioner. He made attempts to secure re- 
ports from other chemists as to the pres- 
ence of narcotics in “Scott’s Emulsion,” 
but failed. 

Scott & Bowne then made preparations 
to bring the Toledo case to trial, but in 
the meantime, a decision had been ren- 
dered that the court in which that case 
had been brought had no jurisdiction to 
entertain it, and Scott & Bowne were un- 
able to secure a hearing of the case. 

The Commissioner also addressed a 
letter to Scott & Bowne, asking them to 
withdraw “Scott’s Emulsion” from Ohio. 
This letter was evidently founded on the 
report of the two chemists and was is- 
sued in defiance of the overwhelming 
proof submitted to the Commissioner by 
Scott & Bowne. 

Later on the Commissioner caused a 
suit to be instituted against ‘Scott’s 
Emulsion,” at Cincinnati, under the food 
law. 

Why the Commissioner passed over 
scores of preparations that are concededly 
sold in violation of his construction of 
the law and are known and represented 
to contain narcotic properties, and singled 
out a preparation for attack which made 
no claim to narcotic properties and pos- 
sessed none, is one of the points that Scott 
& Bowne have determined to find out. 

Prof. Schmidt, of Cincinnati, and Prof. 
Burner, of Columbus, were employed by 
the State in this suit. 

Scott & Bowne claim to have found 
out that Prof. Kaufman, of Columbus; 
Prof. Simonson, of Cincinnati, and Prof. 
Newman, of Cincinnati, were also em- 
ployed by the Commissioner on behalf of 
the State, but failed to find any narcotic 
in the Emulsion and none of the last 
named chemists appeared on the witness 
stand. Professors Schmidt and Burner 
were called to substantiate the prosecu- 
tion, but it is claimed by Scott & Bowne 
that the tests which they swore to were 
not reliable and were entirely inconclus- 
ive and that no satisfactory eviderfce was 


given by them that there was any nar- 
cotic or any morphine in the Emulsion. 

The defendants called Prof. Webber, of 
the Ohio State University, to the stand 
and he testified that he had analyzed a 
bottle of “Scott’s Emulsion” from the 
same shipment and found no trace of any 
narcotic, and that he had also analyzed a 
number of other bottles of “Scott’s Emul- 
sion” with the same result. 

The defendants also called Prof. Smith, 
of Cleveland, of the Case School of Ap- 
plied Sciences, and he also testified that 
he had analyzed bottles of “Scott’s Emul- 
sion” and found no trace of any narcotic 
drug. 

Prof. Fennel and Prof. Dickore, of Cin- 
cinnati, also testified that they had ana- 
lyzed bottles of Emulsion of the same 
shipment and that the same were free 
from any narcotic. Mr. Bowne, on behalf 
of the defendant, testified that he had 
never purchased a grain of morphine in 
the entire history of his business, and had 
never used any narcotic in the manufac- 
ture of “Scott’s Emulsion.” His em- 
ployees gave similar evidence. 

The jury disagreed. It is nearly 
a year since Mr. Blackburn started his 
crusade against Scott & Bowne. With 
the exception of two chemists whose tes- 
timony has been shattered on cross-ex- 
amination, no proof has been produced 
to substantiate the charge. Scott & 
Bowne naturally, in view of the fact that 
their preparation has never been adver- 
tised as containing narcotic properties, 
and in view of the overwhelming evidence 
of all their employees and of chemists 
throughout the United States that the 
preparation was innocent of the charge, 
are disposed to maintain that the Com- 
missioner is actuated by a purely malic- 
ious motive, and is attempting, under the 
cover of his official position, to damage 
the reputation of this widely known, pop- 
ular and much sought remedy. It is for 
this reason that they have determined to 
take up the fight and to strike at the 
Commissioner as an individual, in a suit 
in which all the facts can be brought out 
and in which the court can be deluged 
with evidence that no narcotic or mor- 
phine enters into the preparation of 
“Scott’s Emulsion,” and to ask the court 
for a judgment establishing first, the fal- 
sity of this malicious charge; and sec- 
ondly, adjudging that Mr. Blackburn pay 
suitable damages for the wide dissemina- 
tion of false information concerning their 
preparation. 


HEARD ABOUT TOWN. 


George Massman has bought the Zwick phar- 
macy in Covington, 


D. L. Stewart has bought out the drug store 
of Stewart & Sharpe, at Jonesville, Ky. 


Otto H. G. Lippert has bought out his father’s 
interest in the pharmacy at Liberty and Freeman. 


The Doeller Drug Company, of Hamilton, O. 
will open a branch store in that hustling littte 
city. 


D. A. C. Van Gilder, of Point Pleasant, West 
Virginia, was in Cincinnati buying goods last 
week. 


Dr. C. W. Montgomery, of Bethel, O., was 
in Cincinnati last week buying goods from local 
jobbers. 


Dr. P. N. Adams, proprietor of the Oakwood 
harmacy, of Dayton, O., died on Sunday, July 
7th, last. 


R. W. Owens, a well-known druggist of Ossip- 
pie, Ky., was a caller on local friends and ac- 
quaintances last week. 
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John Ulrich, a well-known druggist of Aurora, 
Ind., is quite a baseball fan. He is rooting hard 
for the “Reds.” 


G. R. Kemper, of Osgood, Ind., was in town 
last week. While here he purchased a fine dog 
which he has christened Dewey. 


The next meeting of the Kentucky Board of 
Pharmacy will be held on October 2, in Frank- 
fort, Ky. 


G. S. Varden, the well known druggist of Paris, 
Ky., was in Cincinnati, the other day, on his way 
to the lakes for his annual vacation. 


M. A. Bridge, of Columbus, O., has been ap- 
pointed chief clerk to Dairy and Food Commis- 
sioner Joseph Blackburn. George Crawford re- 
cently held the position. 


MICHIGAN. 





Big Business Men’s Convention. 


Detroit, Mich., Aug. 18.—A business 
men’s convention will be held here next 
week. This is comparatively a new move- 
ment, inaugurated by the jobbers and 
manufacturers of Detroit. Over 50,000 
invitations have been sent out to retail 
dealers in Michigan, Indiana and Ohio 
to participate in the hospitality of busi- 
ness menhere. A rate of one fare for the 
round trip has been secured from the 
railroads and entertainment will be pro- 
vided for the visitors. A three-days’ jubi- 
lee will take place, during which time the 
beautiful features of Detroit will be ex- 
hibited as well as the desirability of trad- 
ing here. The wholesale dealers in drugs 
are taking an active interest in the move- 
ment. As this is the first attempt of the 
kind the practical results can only be 
surmised. 


Business Improving. 


Fall business in all lines in Detroit and 
Michigan seems to be picking up earlier 
this year. In those lines that carry luxur- 
ies or high-grade staples, such as dia- 
monds, watches, jewelry, etc., the higher- 
priced goods in shoes, clothing, etc., a 
much stronger demand is felt. I am told 
that people have more ready cash at their 
command now than during any year since 
the financial depression set in in 1893. 
The glorious close of the war has <also 
had a stimulating effect besides the big 
crops. At no time since the panic set in 
has there been so favorable a set of con- 
ditions as now. 


The Stamp Tax on Containers. 


The Commissioner of Internal Revenue 
made a ruling recently that causes a wry 
face to be made by manufacturers of per- 
fumes and toilet preparations here in 
which a lot of attention and expense is 
lavished on the package. F. J. Ingram 
& Co. submitted the question as to how 
many stamps ought to be placed on a 
bottle of perfumery containing 25 cents’ 
worth, the liquid being sealed up in a 
French cut glass bottle costing $1.50, the 
cork being covered with kid and decor- 
ated with ribbon at an additional expense 
of 25 cents. The total first cost of the 
package is $2 and the retail price given 
varies from $3 to $3.50. The Commis- 
sioner instructs Collector Wright, of De- 
troit, that the tax must be estimated upon 
the retail price of the whole outfit, bottle, 
ribbon and all. Therefore, 25 cents’ worth 
of perfume in a $1.75 package, retailing 
for $3.50, must pay five-eighths of a cent 
on each 25 cents of value or 4% cents in 
all. 
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P., D. & Co. Will Contest Behring’s Patent 
on Antitoxin. 

Parke, Davis & Co., of Detroit, who 
have been for several years manufacturing 
antitoxin on a large scale, recently re- 
ceived a notice from Prof. Behring, a 
German chemist, to the effect that they 
are infringing on a patent recently grant- 
ed to him by the United States Patent Of- 
fice, and that if they continue in the bus- 
iness they must pay him a royalty. As 
Parke, Davis & Co. make half the en- 
tire amount of antitoxin used in the 
United States, this would be a pretty 
heavy tax. But as they had made the 
preparation four years before the profes- 
sor’s patent was granted, they refuse to 
recognize his rights to collect royalty or 
interfere with them in any way. They 


have, therefore, made arrangements to 
contest the matter in the courts to a 
finish. 


The Thumb Pharmaceutical Association. 


A meeting of the druggists of Lapeer, 
Sanilac and Tuscola counties, Michigan, 
was held at Clifford recently, and an as- 
sociation, representing the three counties, 
organized. It is known as the “Thumb 
Pharmaceutical Association,” the coun- 
ties represented being in the part of Mich- 
igan called the “Thumb” or Huron pen- 
insula. The following are the officers 
elected: President, J. H. Vandecar, North 
Branch; vice-president, E. Warner, Mar- 
lette; secretary, O. G. Millikin, Silver- 
wood; treasurer, James Irwin, Marlette. 
The promoters of the Association hope 
that all the druggists of the “Thumb” 
will take sufficient interest in the move- 
ment to join it, and hope to make it both 
interesting and beneficial to all who be- 
come members. It is proposed to hold 
quarterly meetings, the next to be held 
at Marlette about September 1. During 
the initial meeting the persons attending 
were hospitably entertained by Du Saar 
& Kirby and J. F. Turner’& Co., the 
local druggists. 


NEWS NOTES. 


A. S. Brooks, of the Michigan Drug Co. 
troit, and his famity, are summering at Mackinee 
Islands, 


. B. Kinsinger has sold his interest in the 
North Side — store at Bloomfield, Iowa, to 
Mr. Harris, of North English, Iowa. 


E. H. Nelson, of Nelson, Baker & Co., Detroit, 
spent the fore part of August at Les Cheneaux 
Islands, near Mackinac, and is back at his desk, 
invigorated by the superior qualit 
abounds in that region. 
a while longer. 


of ozone that 
His family remain there 


Last Sunday night Kingston’s drug store at 
Main and Ferry streets was broken into by what 
— to be professional thieves, who carried 

a lot of silverware, stamps and car tickets 
and $25 in money, which they obtained by smash- 
-ing the cash-register. So far they have not been 
caught. 


Ypsilanti will have a new firm in the drug 
business, known by the name of Weinmann & 
Mathews. Mr. Weinmann was formerly en- 
gece in the trade with E. R. Beal, nf Mr. 
fatthews was for some time in the ‘employ of 
Morford & Hyzer, but more recently was a trav- 
one salesman for the Michigan Drug Co., of 
etroit. 


Some of the drug people and those closely al- 
lied to the drug business are going pretty strong 
on baseball at Detroit this season, and some 
good nines are playing under the auspices of the 
various firms. On Saturday, Aug. 13th, a hot 
game was played between the Frederick "Stearns 
& Co. team and the Michigan Drug Co.’s nine. 
The Stearns people came out te | by a score 
of 9 to 5, At this writing another game is pend- 
ing, to be played in Belle Isle Park. On the 
same day the team from the Detroit White Lead 
Works played a seven-inning game with that of 

he Free Press Printing Co., and won a victory. 
Several other games will be ‘played by the above 
clubs during the remainder of the season. 


ILLINOIS. 
Robbers Again Rampant. 





One Robber Winged by a Druggist. 


Cuicaco, Aug. 17.—Once more the 
druggists of this city are oiling their re- 
volvers and getting the weapons ready for 
immediate use in case of visit by rob- 
bers. It is one year since the epidemic of 
drug-store hold-ups, and weapons have 
got rusty since the scare druggists were 
given at that time. The latest sufferer 
is Charles C. Cook, proprietor of the 
Kinzie pharmacy, at Lincoln Park boule- 
vard and Chicago avenue 

Mr. Cook was fired at by the thief, the 
bullet passing so close to his ear that he 
heard it distinctly. The thief secured 
$20.45. The store is on a busy corner 
with arc lights near by. The thug walked 
in at 9.30 o'clock. No customers were 
in the store at the time, but a few minutes 
before the place had been crowded. Mr. 
Cook was completely absorbed in a news- 
paper and paid no attention to the man 
who flourished a revolver in the face of 
H. H. Maupin, at the same time saying: 

“You keep quiet.” Mr. Maupin was 
elbow deep in water at the soda fountain 
and he was in no shape to resist an at- 
tack. The man talked incessantly as he 
walked up to Mr. Cook. He shoved a 
revolver into Mr. Cook’s face and held 
it there. The druggist says it was a first- 
class revolver, he knows, for he had 
ample chance to admire it. The thief 
then pressed the “no charge” key, an act 
of thoughtfulness that Mr. Cook apprec- 
iates. Taking out all the bills the thug 
closed the drawer, but immediately push. 
ed the same key again and with the re- 
mark, “I need that,” he scooped up all 
the silver. As the intruder was leaving he 
was fired at by the proprietor, the bullet 
evidently taking effect, for the man jump- 
ed and spasmodically fired his revolver, 
the bullet going through a glass door 
that was standing open at one side. A 
running fight followed, that was ended 
when Mr. Cook had fired the three cart- 
ridges in his revolver. The druggist 
thoughtlessly stepped into the full glare 
of the electric light and the man stand- 
ing in the shadow fired deliberately and 
came within an ace of committing mur- 
der. 


Put Them Off at Baltimore. 


A delegation of goodly proportions is 
expected to take its departure from Chi- 
cago to attend the meeting of the Ameri- 

can Pharmaceutical Association at Balti- 
more. Special rates have been made by 
the Baltimore and Ohio, special cars be- 
ing provided for delegates. George R. 
Baker and Albert E. Ebert have been es- 
pecially active in the work of securing 
transportation. The attractive programme 
provided for the meeting and the pleasant 
trip are proving sufficient inducements 
to call many away from business. 


Business Prospect Good. 


The coming winter will evidently be a 
busy season for Chicago bowlers. In 
spite of warm weather the enthusiasts 
gather every Friday evening at Mussey’s. 
The new alleys are proving highly attrac- 
tive. The official meetings have not be- 
gun as yet, but the bowlers are practicing 
hard in preparation for the Baltimore 
meeting. Their friends are in hopes that 
their belts will be hung with scalps on 
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their return. All are in hopes that they 
will not go home as the New York men 
went home from Buffalo. 


CHICAGO NOTES. 


A. A. Faupel, of North Clark street and Bel- 
mont avenue, has sold out to Max Georges. 


Frank J. Atwater, a leading druggist of Man- 
chester, la., died unexpectedly Aug. 14th, of heart 
disease. He was carrying on the business estab- 
lished by his father many years ago. 


Exhibits of pasteboard babies dressed in tissue 
paper, which have been scattered about town 
among druggists, have attracted considerable at- 
tention. There is a dis «i d in the window of 
Gross & Delbridge that looks like a baby show. 


In the window of the Peter Van Schaack 
wholesale drug house is a figure that attracts 
much attention, The figure is that of a man; 
it is made of 5,680 sponges, and is valued at 
$500. It is the work of a Cuban insurgent who 
was in the camp of Gen, Gomez. 


street, downtown, are 
complaining because the Wentworth avenue 
cars now reach the city by other routes. This is 
due to the fact that Clark street is temporarily 


Druggists on Clark 


torn u The change in route of the street cars 
is said to affect business to a considerable ex- 
tent. 


MISSOURI. 


Missouri Delegates to the A. Ph. A. 


St. Louris, Aug. 18.—The St. Louis 
delegation to the Baltimore meeting of 
the A. Ph. A., August 29th to September 
12th, will leave St. Louis over the Bal- 
timore & Ohio Southwestern R. R. Sat- 
urday, August 25th, at 235 a.m. They 
will reach Baltimore Sunday, August 26th 
at 7.50 a. m. 


ST. LOUIS NEWS. 


Mrs. H. W. Clausen, wife of the well-known 
pharmacist at 3624 South Broadway, has arrived 
home from Germany, after an extended stay. 





Jacob Silverstone is arranging to open a new 
drug store at Twelfth and Olive streets. He ex- 
pects to be ready for business about September 1. 


Jacob Geiger has sold his interest in the firm 
of Allen & Geiger, 716 Olive street, to Mr. 
Allen and returned to his former home in Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 


G. M. Staub is arranging to move the Acme 
Pharmacy, of which he is owner, from 4966 Eas- 
ton avenue, to the corner of Compton avenue 
and La Salle street. 


Ferd. C. Christman, a prominent St. Louis 
drug clerk/ has been appointed manager of the 
drug store at Delmar avenue and Sarah street, 
owned by S. J. Kiefer. 


F. C. Pauley, formerly owner of the drug store 
at Grand and Easton avenue, but at present act- 
ing steward in the First Division Hospital 
Corps at Chickamauga, is home on a furlough, 
visiting friends and relatives in this city. 


C. F._G. Meyer, president of the Meyer Bros. 
Drug Co., and his son, Carl, will leave in a 
few days for Europe. They will return in 
the fall, when Mr. Meyer and his son, Otto, 
will spend several months in Mexico, looking 
after trade interests. 


The following are a few pharmacists from out- 
side points who have been in this city during the 
past week, buying goods and visiting friends: 
aby eas Franklin, Marshall, Mo.; Wm. E. Bard, 
Sedalia, Mo.: M. F. Faulkner, Rolla, Mo.; c. 
L. Patton, Clarksville, Mo. 


C. A. Bendel, one of the leading pharmacists 
of the South Side, and proprietor of- the well- 
paying drug store at Menard and Barton streets, 
St. Louis, died August 16, after a brief illness. 
He had been in poor health for several years, 
but his condition was not considered serious 
until the day of his death. 


W. W. Van Sickle and Miss Mary Meyer were 
married at the bride’s home in this city on 
Monday, August & The young couple left im- 
mediately for a trip through the East. Mr. Van 
Sickle is chief prescription clerk at the Star 
Drug Store, Sixth and Market streets, and is 
prominéMt in drug circles here. 
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Construing the Stamp Tax Law. 


There has been a better understanding 
in the drug trade in regard to the stamp 
tax law than has been the case heretofore, 
and so as to conform to the recent decis- 
ions that have been rendered by the In- 
ternal Revenue Department, the commit- 
tee that was appointed by the wholesale 
druggists to look after their interests, has 
sent out the following circular to the 
trade in reference to the last decision 
by the department, which has already 
been published in these columns: 


As elaborating on the copy of instructions here- 
with enclosed, we beg to state that it is our 
understanding that in issuing fluid extract con- 
centrations, solid extracts, and like products, it 
will be admissible without rendering the pre- 
paration liable to stamp tax, to use on the label 
or about the package the name of the prepara- 
tion, synonym, habitat, therapeutic properties in 
purely technical language, formula or equivalent 
of drug, dose, formulae for the preparation of 
tinctures, infusions, syrups, 
manufacturer. The word “assayed” or ‘‘standard- 
ized” will also be admissible. 

In issuing pills, tablets, lozenges, triturates, 
tinctures, granular salts, capsules, oleates and 
like preparations, it will be admissible without 
rendering the preparation liable to stamp tax, 
to use on the label or about the package the 
name of the preparation, composition or for- 
mula, therapeutic properties in purely technicar 
language, dose aad mone of manufacturer. 

In issuing pills, tablets, lozenges, triturates, 
discs, and like products, it will be admissible, 
without rendering the preparation liable to stamp 
tax, to use on the label or about the package 
the name of the preparation, composition or for- 
mula, therapeutic properties in purely technical 
language, doses and name of manufacturer. 

The use of the maker’s name, or any other 
person’s name, in the possessive form, imme- 
diately before the name of the medicine, 
as “Smith’s Pills,” or the use of any name im- 
mediately following the name of the medicine, 
as “Infusion Buchu Comp.—W. D. & Co.,” will 
render the preparation taxable. “This shall not 
be construed, however, to prohibit the name ot 
the physician who is the author of the formula 
immediately following the name of the medicine, 
nor shall it be construed to prohibit the name of 
the manufacturer being blown in the bottle, of 
printed inconspicuously on the label or wrap> 
per. 





Headquarters of the Proprietary 
Committee of the N. W. D. A. 


Frank A. Faxon, chairman of the Pro- 
prietary Committee of the N. W. D. A, 
will leave Kansas City, ‘Mo., for the East- 
ern part of the country about the 15th 
inst., and from that date until the time of 
the St. Louis convention his office will be 
temporarily located in Philadelphia. J. 

. Toms, the committee’s_ secretary, 
through the kindness of Smith, Kline & 
French Co., will be provided with quar- 
ters at 429 Arch street, where he will be 
in close communication with the chair- 
man. 





“ We Professional Men.” 


The Druggists’ League for Shorter Hours an- 
nounces as a part of its campaign of defamation 
that it “will make a protest against the opening 
of any more drug stores in New York” on the 
ground that with the already too many stores 
“the competition between them is not only ru- 
ining the trade, but is lowering the ‘professional 
standing’ of the men.” It is hard to conceive 
ot a more fatuous, illogical pronunciamenté 
than this. Is any individual member of the 
League so fat-headed as to believe that such a 

rotest will receive any serious consideration? 
ore forsooth! To whom, and what can he 
do? This is a free country, and is not likely 
just at present to pass any laws restricting the 
number of people who may engage in any legiti- 
mate calling. Buch a method may work in Ger- 
many, where the people are accustomed to be 

overnmentally sat upon, but not here, oh, no! 
ut let the League protest, if it wishes. It is 
amusing. By the way, who or what is “lowering 
the professional standing” of druggists any more 
than is the League itself, by its charges that 
clerks are opium and cocaine fiends, that drug- 
gists are liquor sellers, that suicides and mur- 
ders and domestic scandals are but natural con- 
comitants of the calling?—Pharmaceutical Era. 


etc., and name of 








J. B. Davis, the subject of our present sketch, sapronsete Seabury 


& Johnson in the State of Ohio. 


e is a Southerner 


y birth; in fact, 


a typical cotton-seeder, having been born on a cotton plantation in 


Haywood pouty Tennessee, in 1862. ; ¢ 
rownsville, Tenn.; in 1892 he accepted a position with 


ness in 1880 at 
the Tilden Co., of New Lebanon, 
ing this and returnin 


genial; visiting bot 


He entered the retail drug busi- 


N. Y., as travels salesman, —— 
to the retail business with E. B. Davis & Co., 
Nashville, Tenn., in 1896. Finding the confinement too 
ber 1, 1896, he yo ge his present position. This he 

physicians and druggists throughout the State, 


reat, on Octo- 
nds very _con- 


he has many peculiar experiences, learning many times that his com- 
petitors have reported Seabury & Johnson out of business and other 
equally absurd rumors, which it takes him but a few minutes to disprove. 

Mr. Davis is now receiving the congratulations of his friends on_his 
recent marriage. The bride is Miss Alice Pullen, of Lexington, Ky., 
for five years the head nurse at Dr. Reamy’s famous hospital, in Cin- 
cinnati. She is a lovely woman in person and character, and stands 
among the highest in her noble profession. The marriage was celebrated 


on August 3 


at the home of Mr. and Mrs. 


Hugh O'Neill, in Lexington, 


Ky. The bride and groom left for a month’s pat eye journey after the 


ceremony. 


They will make their home in Columbus, 





Frank A. Weed, representing Whitall, Tatum 
Co., is spending several » Bray here selling 
glassware and druggists’ sun- 
dries. He always looks very 
closely after trade in this vicin- 
ity, and knows how to hold it with any of them. 


BUFFALO. 


H. O. Brawner, who carries a full line of giass- 
ware for Swindell Brothers, of Brooklyn and Bal- 
timore, is due here, but has not reported yet. 
He sends notices to the more prominent retailers, 
but does not look after that branch of the trade 
closely enough to be well known in it yet. 


William Brudden, who sells Liebig’s beef ex 
tract to druggists for James P. Smith, but who is 
rather more deeply in the wholesale grocery 
trade than anything else, is with us this week. 


. H. Macy, one of the most regular visitors 
of all the fraternity of traveling druggists, is 
here again, selling medicinal oils and other 
specialties for Dodge & Olcott. 


F. H. Estelle, representing John Wyeth & 
Brother, paid this city drug trade a visit early 
in the month. 

Burrough Brothers’ Manufacturing Company 
sends W. J. Sutton here occasionally in the in- 
terest of extracts, pills, etc. He has just made 
one of his regular visits, which some of the mem? 
bers of the trade appear to think might be made 
oftener. 

E. S. Garland, with the Hoffman House Bou- 
quet cigar, appears to be one of the most suc- 
cessful of the many travelers in that special 
line. He has lately been with us. 

E. M. Willsey, who carries the goods of the 
Albany Chemical Company, is one of the many 
welcome traveling salesmen. He has just closed 
a successful visit here. 

C. M. Edwards, who sells fine drugs for Gil- 
in, Langdon & Co., Baltimore, made one of 
fis regular, but rather infrequent calls here late 
last month. 


Tae 
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H. S. Faulkner, with a quiver full of specialties 
from Meinecke & Co., New York, is here, taking 
care of both wholesale and retail druggists. 


Lively, jolly Robert Service, who represents 
John M. Maris & Co., glassware and sundries, 
was here last week, having a joke with whole- 
saler and retailer and never missing a sale. 


A_ regular, though not frequent caller, is W. 
J. Sutton, with the Burrough Bros. Mfg. Co., 
of Saltimore—he would be welcome if he came 
oftener. 


W. R. McMillan is a new hustler for McKes- 
son & Robbins, of New York. He has been 
around to some of the local 
BOSTON. stores twice within a short time, 
and has earned a reputation for 

placing goods. 


M. P. Ward has been in this city again. He 
was, as usual, in quest of orders for W. R. 
Warner & Co., of New York. 


Mr. Nichols, the efficient representative ot 
Leerburger Bros., New York, came to this town 
on his last trip. He can talk his specialty with 
the best of them and secured several orders. 


W. H. Low arrived in this city a short time 
ago. He was looking for business for Fries 
Bros. 


Harry Warrick is one of the most frequent 
callers in the essential oil line. He recently de- 
parted from this city after a successful trip. 


E. G. Williams is not as well known in this 
city as are some of tne other drug drummers. 
He represents R. F. Blake, of Louisville, Ky., 
and his specialty is fine whiskies. 


E. S. Heilbrun is not well known here, but is 
making a name for himself. He represents the 
Ferro-Nutrine Co., of Portland, Me., and spends 
a portion of his time with the drug trade; the 
balance of his work is devoted to detail work 
among the physicians. 


T. F. Mullen, one of Carter, Carter & Meig’s 
knights of the grip, is at Boothbay Harbor, 
¢., for a vacation. 


John Maxerott manufacturer of rer juice at 
vigtiends , is making a tour of the large 
cities. 


PHILADELPHIA, ei J. Burchenal, manager 

of Proctor & Gamble’s gly- 

cerine department, was here recently in the in 
terest of his house. 


Frank E. Kirkly, vice-president of the Mor- 
gan Drug Company, has recently left this city. 


George M. Smyth, of John M. Maris & Co., 
is in the West, and he reports good business. 


O. E. Glidden, who represents Allen’s Foot 
Ease, has been in the city disposing of his goods. 


W. J. Le Moin, representing the Ames-Bonner 
Company, of Toledo, was in town last week. 
CINCINNATI. A nice line of sundries 
was shown in Cincinnati a 
few days ago oy George H. Davies, representing 
McKesson obbins, of New York. 


The John M. Maris Company, of Philadelphia, 
was represented in the Queen City last wee by 
George M. Smith, a noted hustler. 


George T. Winne, Mee the Papeterine 
Company, of Springfiel Mass., visited the loca: 
jobbing trade last week. 


A nice line of paper specialties was shown here 
recently by George A. Raisbeck, the hustling 
a representative of P. H. Hake, of New 

ork, 


F. H. von Boemkle called on the local trade 
last week in the interest of the Mattson Rubber 
Company. 


T. H. Cheetam showed a nice line of perfumes 
to the Cincinnati trade about two weeks ago. 
He reported a good business. 


Chamois skins of all kinds were shown to 
Cincinnati druggists last week by A. M. Lasker, 


J. J.. Kearney has just returned from a trip 
through the South, and reports a big business 
and a big outlook; says the 
CHICAGO. late war has wiped out the old 
feeling, and now they receive a 

man from the North with open arms. 






































Review of the Wholesale Drug Market. 


NEw YoRE, AUGUST 24, 1898. 


It should be understood that the prices quoted in this report 
are strictly those current in the wholesale market, and that 
higher prices are paid for retail lots. The quality of 
goods trequently necessitates a wide range of prices. 





Condition of Trade. 


HE business for the past fortnight 
T has been tame in nearly all depart- 
ments, though the trade records for 
August will probably compare favorably 
with the corresponding period of pre- 
vious years. Trade purchases during the 
interval did not rise above jobbing pro- 
portions, and while we report a number 
or price alterations in the tabular state- 
ment of changes, the revision is within 
a narrow range of staples affected by nat- 
ural conditions. Prices are steadier on 
the whole, and higher values have been 
established in many instances. 


HIGHER. LOWER. 
Acid, citric. Beeswax. 
Alcohol. Antipyrine. 
Arrowroot. Balsam copaiba. 
Cuttlebone. Balsam Peru. 
Divi divi. srimstone. 
Chamomile flowers. Camphor. 


Grains of Paradise. Cinchonodine. 


Menthol. Cutch. 

Oil bergamot. Formaldehyde. 
Oil of clove. Nitrate soda. 

Oil peppermint. Oil camphor. 


Oil sassafras. Oil sesame. 
Golden seal root. Opium. 
Senega root. Juniper berries. 
Spanish saffron. Gentian root. 
Anise seed. Mandrake root. 
Poppy seed. Snake root. 
Turpentine. Saltpetre. 
Fennel seed. 
Sumac. 
Tonka beans. 
Linseed oil. 


DRUGS. 


Alcohol, grain, is quoted somewhat un- 
evenly. While the combination of dis- 
tillers referred to in our last has been 
formed, the rebate is not yet in force, 
and the quoted range of $2.37 to $2.42 
still holds. 


Antipyrine continues irregular and un- 
settled in the face of keen competition 
between manufacturers and their agents. 
While Knorr’s make is quoted 25c. to 
27c. in ounces, bulk offers lower, or say, 
$2.85 to $3 per pound, as to quantity. 


Balsam Copaiba has been more actively 
inquired for, and importers have pur- 
chased largely during the interval; sales 
of Central American at 38c. to 40c., and 
Para, 43c. to 45c. 


Balsam Fir is without quotable change 
either for Canada or Oregon. Other bal- 
sams continue slow of movement and 
prices remain stationary. 


Barks.—Buckthorn continues slow of 
sale, buyers and sellers being yet some- 
what apart in their views. The tendency 
of the market is firm with the current 
transactions at 44c. to 5c. Cascara Sa- 
grada continues firm. The very unfavor- 
able reports from Oregon affecting the 
new crop serve to harden values, though 
old crop is passing out in fair quantity at 
the range of 44c. to 5c. The lowest open 
quotation for new crop is 4$c., but few 
sales come to the surface. Soap is less 
actively inquired for, the seasonable re- 
quirements having been well supplied. 
The business passing is at 7c. to 7c. for 
cut, though we hear of a few sales at a 
shade lower, say 64c.; whole quoted 5c. 


Buchu Leaves, short, are developing a 
hardening tendency in sympathy with the 
condition of the foreign market. Sup- 
plies are coming forward very slowly in 
the London market, the steamers arriv- 
ing at Southampton recently from the 
Cape bringing no shipments. Holders here 
are steady in their views, and ask 12c. to 
13c., the outside figure being the com- 
mon quotation at the close. Long is 
without change of consequence, either as 
regards price or demand. 


Chamomile Flowers continue to harden 
in line with the advices printed in this 
column in the previous issue. The mar- 
ket for new German continues firm, sales 
being slow at 38c. Belgian is quoted 18c. 
to arrive, though sales have been made in 
some instances in this market down to 
12c. 


Cassia Buds are offered more freely in 
view of the slow demand, but prices are 
as previously quoted, 24c. being named 
for ordinary jobbing parcels. 


Cacao Butter continues in strong posi- 
tion and holders are firmer in their views, 
with up to 35c. asked in some instances, 
though prime Dutch has been sold at a 
shade below, or say, 32c. 


Cod Liver Oil, Norwegian, is meeting 
with increased attention and values are 
firmer for prime brands, $26 being the 
lowest open quotation. 


Cubeb Berries continue quiet with quo- 
tations nominally unchanged at 6c. to 8c. 
for ordinary and 7c. to 8c. for XX stem- 
less. 


Cuttlebone, Trieste, is slightly firmer and 
&c. is quoted inside. 
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Ergot is in slightly improved demand, 
but business does not rise above jobbing 
proportions; l6c. to 1&c. is asked for Ger- 
man and 22c. to 23c. for Spanish. 

Grains of Paradise are in improved posi- 
tion and recent sales have been at 10c. 

Juniper Berries are in better supply and 
values are easier, with the sales at 2c. 
to 2%c. 

Menthol has advanced to the range of 
$2.20 to $2.25 and holders are firm in their 
views at these quotations. 

Opium has been offered with increased 
freedom since our last and values are frac- 
tionally easier. In Smyrna advices to the 
London Chemist and Druggist it is es- 
timated that the whole yield of the Tur- 
key crop this year will not exceed 3,000 
cases, as the hot weather in the early 
part of the month has interfered with the 
gathering. The stock of opium at Smyrna 
is estimated at 2,231 cases, and in Con- 
stantinople 377 cases. Holders in this 
market are not disposed to urge business 
by further price concessions and the mar- 
ket rules quiet, with cases offering at 
$3.70 to $3.723, and business in a jobbing 
way at $3.75. Powdered is obtainable at 
$4.70 to $4.75. 

Saffron, Spanish, is in active jobbing 
demand, and the tone of the market is 
firmer, with the available spot supply 
under good control. Holders now quote 
$9.50 to $10 for Valencia. 

Tonka Beans are easier, Angostura of- 
fering at $1.20 to $1.40. 


DYESTUFFS. 


Cutch shipments have been received and 
deliveries are freer, with SM quoted at 
53c. to Tc. 

Divi Divi is in improved demand and 
“holders now quote $40 to $42. 

Indigo continues in demand and firm 
at the quoted range. 

Nutgalls, blue Aleppo, remain quiet, but 
the price is maintained at 12c. 

Sumac, Sicily, is less actively inquired 
for and with more liberal supplies there 
are sellers at $45; Virginia held at $35 to 
$37. 


CHEMICALS. 


Acid Boric is passing out into channels 
of consumption in moderate quantities at 
the range of 9}c. to 9%c. for crystals, and 
10c. to 10%c. for powdered. 

Acid Carbolic is held steadily and selling 
in moderate quantities at l6c. to 174c., 
and 22c. to 23c. for drums and bottles re- 
spectively. 

Acid Oxalic meets with only limited in- 
quiry, — current requirements met at 
63c. to Tc. 

Acid Pyrogallic is selling quite freely to 
consumers, but without any change in 
price; quoted $2 to $2.05. 

Acid Salicylic is meeting with less at- 
tention, but the market is steady at 4lc. 
to 45c. 

Acid Tartaric continues to offer at prev- 
ious prices and a good jobbing demand 
is experienced; manufacturers’ quotations 
are 3lic. to 82kc., and 32c. to 38c. for 
crystal and powdered respectively. 

Arsenic does not vary from 8}c. to 8c. 
for red and 48c. to 4$c. for white. 

Acid Citrate continues in demand, and 
manufacturers offer with reserve at the 
recent advance to 37}c. to 38c., and 38c. 
to 383c. for barrels and kegs respectively. 


Brimstone, crude seconds, is more plen- 


tiful, and values have receded to $20.50 
to $21.50. 

Cream Tartar continues held at 24}c. 
to 24%c., and 24%c. to 25c. for crystals and 
wale ay but the demand does not rise 
above jobbing proportions. 

Chloral Hydrate is maintained quite gen- 
erally at the range recently established, 
though we hear of some sales of crust at 
$1.20. 

Nitrate Soda is meeting with less at- 
tention, and values have receded to $1.45. 


ESSENTIAL OILS. 


Anise is steady and in 
mand at $1.75 to $1.80. 
Bergamot is in improved position, 


moderate de- 


stronger advices continuing to be re- 
ceived from Messina. Best goods are 
held at $2.50, with $2.25 to $2.50 the 
range. 


Camphor is easier in the face of in- 
creased receipts and continued competi- 
tion among holders. We hear of sellers 
at 43c., though 5c. to 5}c. is generally 
quoted. 

Clove is jobbing quite actively and 
values are well sustained at 624c. to 65c. 

Peppermint, Hgh., is in improved po- 
sition and in better demand, with holders 
asking $1.20 to $1.25, bulk ‘offers at 80c. 
to 85c. 


Sassafras, natural, is held with in- 
creased firmness in view of a more active 
demand, and 32c. to 33c. is now quoted 
as to quality and quantity. Artificial is 
quoted 25c. to 30c., according to gravity, 
and saffrol is firmly held at 37c. to 40c. 


GUMS. 


Alogs, Curacao, are maintained at 2%c. 
to 2{c., with a moderate jobbing demand 
reported. 

Camphor continues in moderate demand 
and prices are maintained steadily at 33%c. 
to 34c. for refined in bbls. and cases. 

Kino continues scarce and held at $2.25 


Shellac has receded for DC, which of- 
fers at 25c. to 26c. 


Tragacanth is selling freely, desirable 
grades receiving most attention. Aleppo 
is held at 35c. to 66c. and Turkey at 45c. 
to 85c., as to quality and quantity. 


ROOTS, 


Gentian offers more freely and recent 
sales have been at 5c. to 5}c 

Golden Seal continues scarce and quo- 
tations have been marked up to 40c. to 
45c., with jobbing sales at this figure. 

Ipecac is maintained in strong position 
in consequence of the small available sup- 
plies and higher cables a London; 
now quoted at $2.20 to $2.25 

Jalap is somewhat wanted in conse- 
quence of inferior tubers being pressed 
for sale. The range of the market is 8c. 
to 9c., though at the inside value the 
quality offered is undesirable. 

Senega has shown an advancing ten- 
dency and sales have been made at 24c. 
to 26c 

Snake, Texas, remains quiet, with the 
offerings at 20c. to 22c 

SEEDS. 

Anise, Italian, has been in improved re- 
quest and the market is firmer, with 64c. 
quoted. 

Canary, Smyrna, is firmer, due to un- 
favorable reports regarding the new crop; 
2 1-16c. to 24c. is generally asked. 
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is only in limited de- 
receded to 7c. to 


Fennel, German, 
mand and values have 
x : 
74c. for German. 


Dill has been in demand and sales of 
new seed are reported at 9c. 

Mustard is in good statistical position 
for- all varieties, but demand has fallen 
off and California yellow offers at 5c. to 
dtc. 

Poppy is firmer and higher. The avail- 
able stock is concentrated in the hands 
of a few holders and 7$c. to 8c. is asked. 


Dr. Earl S. Sloan to the Retail 
Druggists. 


About the advance of price on Sloan’s 
Liniment and Veterinary Remedies. My 
former prices were $1.80, $3.50 and $7 
per dozen, which was lower by a good 
deal than anything i in my line. The low- 
ness of my price kept me at a constant 
disadvantage with my competitors. They 
did not advertise as much as I did. They 
got better prices for their goods and their 
goods were not worth as much. I have 
now advanced my prices to $1.90, $8.70 
and $7.40 per dozen, and still this is lower 
than any other goods whether they ad- 
vanced their price or not. I maintain 
that now the druggist can make more 
profit on my goods than on any other 
remedies in my line. I have always been 
and am still partial to the druggist in my 
prices. I charge the harness dealer $2, 
$4 and $8 per dozen, and even that is as 
low as any of my competitors sell the 
druggist. I instruct my travelers who do 
my outdoor advertising to make a favor- 
ite of the druggist every time. The man- 
ufacturers who are now posing as patriots 
because they have not advanced their 
prices are men whose prices would not 
bear an advance; they were either high 
enough or too high to begin with. The 
advance that I have made I have contem- 
plated making for three years and was 
only restrained by the general depression. 
The advance that I have made was per- 
fectly just and necessary to myself and 
neither unjust nor ungenerous to the 
druggist. My goods are ready sellers 
and the druggist can now make more 
money on them than on any others in my 
line in the market. 


Fine Goods in Fine Packages. 


The Royal Mfg. Co., 259 Canal street, 
New York City, have some goods which 
druggists will find amongst the quickest 
sellers on the market at this season of 
the year. They put up a talcum powder 
in very artistic packages and give fuil 
measure of the finest quality powder at a 
price which insures a druggist a good 
profit. 

Their Violette Savon is an exquisitely 
perfumed soap, handsomely labeled and 
boxed, and sells itself when placed on 
the counter. For samples and descrip- 
tion, our readers should write to the man- 
ufacturer at the above address. 


Trades Unions in Thebes. 


The deciphering of a papyrus in the 
Turin Museum, which is a sort of journal 
or day book of the superintendent of the 
Thebes necropolis, furnishes curious de- 
tails of a workmen’s riot, or trade dis- 
pute, which occurred in the ancient city 
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in the reign of Rameses III. The work- 
men’s quarter sent a deputation to the 
keeper of books and to several priests of 
the necropolis during the strike. The 
speaker of the deputation is reported as 
having said: “Behold, we are face to face 
with famine. We have neither nourish- 
ment, nor oil, nor vestments; we have no 
fish, we have no vegetables. We have 
already sent a petition to our sovereign 
lord, the Pharaoh, praying him to give us 
these things, and now we address the 
Governor in order that he might give us 
the wherewithal to live.” 


A New Adjustable Retort Stand. 


The accompanying illustration shows 
the principle on which this useful device 
is constructed. The ring may 
be adjusted in but a moment’s 
time to fit the largest funnel 
or the smallest test tube. The 
stand, moreover, is so arranged 
that it cannot topple over. By 








A 


means of the iris diaphragm it 
always gives a perfect fit. II- 
lustrated circulars giving fur- 
ther description may be had of 
Messrs. Fox, Fultz & Co., 
New York and Boston. 








Making Syrup of Hydriodic Acid. 


Webber’s Concentrated Solution of Hy- 
driodic Acid does not discolor. 

This solution contains forty-eight 
grains of absolute hydriodic acid in each 
fluid ounce, and is therefore by volume 
exactly eight times the strength of the U. 
S. P. syrup, which contains one per cent 
by weight or six grains of absolute acid 
to the ounce. 

The solution affords a convenient means 
of quickly preparing syrup of hydriodic 
acid by simply diluting with simple syrup. 

The manufacturers, Bristol-Meyer Co., 
New York, are offering in their advertise- 
ment, to send one-ounce sample, suffi- 
cient to make one-half pint of syrup, upon 
receipt of 20 cents. It will pay you to 
send for a sample if you have never used 
this concentrated solution. 


Molford’s New Price List. 


We are in receipt of a copy of H. K. 
Mulford Company’s new price list of 
pharmaceutic and biologic products. It 
is thoroughly revised and enlarged to 228 
pages by the addition of new and en- 
larged sections. The catalogue is at- 
tractive in style and a compendium of 
valuable information. Among other new 
and interesting additions we note a list 
of standard ointments, soluble elastic cap- 
sules, and granular effervescent salts. The 
nomenclature of their diphtheria antitoxin 
has been materially changed, a fact which 
will be appreciated by the numerous 
friends of this product. 





The quarterly report on essential oils 
and fruit essences of Heinrich Haensel, 
Pirna-on-the-Elbe, has just been re- 
ceived. It contains a number of interest- 
ing notes on both the market position and 
the chemical characteristics of the oils 
and we quote some of the more impor- 
tant paragraphs below: 


Bay Oil.—The bay oil imported from 
the West Indies is often unsatisfactory in 
character, and its low specific gravity is 
suspicious. The oxygenated constituents 
which are characteristic of bay oil 
are isolated in the form of terpeneless 
bay oil. One part by weight of this oil 
gives a clear solution in 5 parts by weight 
of 60 vol. alcohol, whilst ordinary bay 
oil is, as is well known, very difficult of 
solution. 


Bergamot Oil.—The bergamot oil pro- 
duced in Calabria is considered the best, 
and the prospects of the Calabrian crop 
always give the tone to future prices. As 
early as the end of April loud complaints 
began to be made of the extreme scarcity 
of bloom, and unfortunately the latest re- 
ports confirm these fears as by no means 
excessive. Calabrian correspondents state 
that the flowering of the bergamot trees 
has been most unfortunate, and that con- 
sequently only a small crop can be ex- 
pected. It must, however, be observed 
that a large quantity of last season’s ber- 
gamot oil is unsold, and this stock will 
to some extent atone for the dearth of 
this season’s produce in the market. A 
further rise in prices, as appears warrant- 
ed by the present prospects of the crop, 
will not therefore at once take place; all 
will depend upon the demand. 


Cajeput Oil is unaltered in quotation, 
and may even be had somewhat cheaper 
if considerable quantities are required. 
Cajeput oil, which derives its name from 
the tree (Kaju-puti, white wood), from 
the leaves of which the oil is distilled in 
the East Indies, was already made known 
in Europe according to Flickiger in 1702 
and introduced into the North German 
pharmacies in 1717. Although formerly 
placed in the German pharmacopoeia, it 
is no longer included amongst the official 
essential oils. 


Chamomile Oil, both German and 
Roman, may be expected to rise in price. 
The unfavorable weather has had a very 
deleterious effect upon the growth of 
German chamomile plants. In Belgium 
this season’s crop is practically nothing, 
and I am informed from Hungary, where 
most of the material for German chamo- 
mile oil is grown, that this season’s har- 
vest is far behind that of previous years 
and that prices have already reached a 
serious height. 

The cultivation of Roman chamomile 
plants has not been carried out so exten- 
sively as usual this year, but as harvest- 
ing does not commence until the early 
days of August, a reliable opinion can- 
not be formed at the present time. 


Caraway Oil will be dearer, as the re- 
ports from Holland, the leading market 
for caraway seed, are not favorable, and 
speak of a delayed harvest owing to the 
influences of the weather. 


Cardamom Oil.—As already stated I 
employ for its preparation only the best 
qualities of Malabar cardamoms, which 
remain high in price; at the last London 
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auction 400 chests Mysore cardamoms 
also fetched top prices. A fresh consign- 
ment of this spice will shortly arrive and 
I shall then be able to supply fresh dis- 
tillate. My terpeneless cardamom oil 
I have been compelled to raise slightly in 
price, in accordance with the disposition 
of the market, as the price quoted leit 
no profit. 


Champaca Oil.—A good supply is 
again in stock, and large orders I am 
prepared to meet on very favorable terms. 
The wood which serves for the prepara- 
tion of the oil is procured from the inter- 
ior of Argentine and Paraguay and 
reaches the coast at very irregular inter- 
vals. The tree bears the botanical name 
Bulnesia Sarmienti Lorenz, and in its na- 
tive habitat is called Palo santo, Palo ba)- 
samo or Champaca. The latter name | 
have selected for my distillate. The oil 
as distilled by me possesses a very pieas- 
ant odor of flowers, is a thick liquid 
when warm, but solidifies at ordinary tem- 
peratures to a balsam-like consistency. 


Citronella Oil is very quiet and there 
is no immediate prospect of change; on 
the other hand the price of this essential 
oil is comparatively low, so that no in- 
crease of production is anticipated. The 
removal of the terpenes from citronella 
oil denotes a great improvement in value 
which is evident from their amounting to 
15 per cent. The great difference be- 
tween the specific gravity of the terpene- 
less citronella oil and of the isolated ter- 
penes also indicates the depreciatory in- 
fluence of the latter on the quality of 
citronella oil. In an operation recently 
finished the respective values were deter- 
mined as follows: 


Terpeneless citronella oil 
Terpenes from citronella oil 


Little is found in literature respecting 
the nature of the terpenes in citronella 
oil, but their low specific gravity indicates 
that they do not belong to the better 
known amongst them. 


Clove Oil remains unaltered in price. 
As the availab'e stocks cf cloves are large, 
a decided change of the present situation 
may not be expected until this year’s crop 
can be overlooked. 


Coriander Oil is rising in price and 
apparently a very considerable advance 
will be made. The low price for corian- 
der seed during the last two years has 
induced the Russian peasant to curtail its 
cultivation considerably, so that in any 
circumstances a smaller harvest has to 
be faced, which is all the more important 
as the Russian crop of coriander seed ex- 
ercises great influence on the position ot 
the market. At the same time cultiva- 
tion has likewise receded in other coun- 
tries, for instance in Thuringia, where 
coriander seed is produced. It is as yet 
too early to give a definite opinion as to 
the prospective crop, yet even if it is a 
good one, higher prices will certainly be 
asked, and it is as well to be prepared. 


Elderberry Flower Oil, from the white 
flowers of Sambucus nigra, is at present 
completely cleaned out, but in a short 
time a stock of this year’s material will 
be to hand. The elderberry flowered sat- 
isfactorily this year, but it is questionable 
whether the wet weather may not have 
made drying difficult, and thus damaged 
the flowers. In my next quarterly report 
I shall be able to give more definite infor- 
mation. 








